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PREFACE 




" A trumpet-call gathered the scattered; 
The urns stood alone on the plain ; 
By the sea wave, with face turned westward, 
You lifted the banner again." — Leo. 



HE Columbian Celebration at Gartan 
' on the 9th of June, 1897, deserves 
a permanent record. The cere- 
monial, the addresses, the messages, 
the events of every kind, ought all to 
live in the memory of the people. Karely 
does it fall to one's lot to transmit an account of any celebra- 
tion at once so happy in itself and so fruitful in good results. 
If the Gartan Festival has done much for the revival of 
the Irish language, it has done much also to impress the 
popular imagination with the true ideals of life, that are 
found in Columba and the Saints of his time. 

To the Gartan celebration and its completion at Letter- 
kenny this volume is almost exclusively devoted. The 
splendid celebrations held in America can only be men- 
tioned. Xearer home, in St. Columba's beloved Derry, the 
Oentenriial evoked overflowing fervour and enthusiasm under 
warm patronage and skilful organisation. In lona Protes- 
tants and Presb3i;erians vied with the Catholics, of Scot- 
land in paying homage to the great Apostle oi tl^^e^^aiion. 
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Xoi' did Durrow forget the honour due to the illustrious 
foundor who made its name for ever famous in the annals 
of the Saints and Scribes of Ireland. Holywood rejoiced. 

For the convenience of the general reader, the editor has 
put together the leading events of Columba's life in a brief 
sketch. Ho has been enjoined by the Committees in charge 
of the different departments to make no mention by name of 
the clergymen, who did the work of preparation so admi- 
rably for the Festival; and it on]y remains for him to state 
that the Holy Father, at the prayer of the Bishop of 
Raphoe, had generously removed the obligation of fast and 
abstinence at Gartan, and given permission for the Mass of 
the Saint on the 9th of June, 1897, which happened to be 
an Ember Day in Pentecost Week. 

E. Maguire, D.D. 
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SECTION I. 



FIRST INTRODUCTTOX, 

(From the Freeman's Journal, June -Ith, 1897. Specially Contributed). 



ST. COLUMBA. 




THE GARTAX FESTIVAL. 

HE preparations for the Columbian 
Celebration at^ Gartan on the 9th 
of June are almost complete, and, 
with fair weather, the event pro- 
mises fo be one of rare interest. 
There will be High Mass of the Saint 
at the natal spot, though the day falls 
in Pentecost week, by special permis- 
sion from the Holy Father, who has also been pleased to 
relax the Ember fast and abstinence for the assembly. Out 
of reverence for Columba, however, abstinence from drinks 
will be in high favour at the celebration, and the total ab- 
stinence societies for leagues around are to muster in full 
force. The past and present priests of the parish are named 
for the sacred ceremonies, the sermon being assigned to Rca'. 
A. M*Xelis, P.P., who will speak in Irish, just as the lan- 
guage is spoken in his parish of Gartan and Termon. After 
Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament and a Te Deum, there 
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will be many short addresses in both languages on various 
aspects of St. Columba's life. Before and after dinner hour 
there is to be Tocal and instrumental Irish music and time 
for reverencing both the spot where the saint was born and 
the ancient church he founded. The view from this church 
is superb. If Glenveigh and Errigal are intercepted by the 
background of high mountain, in front lie the three Gartau 
lakes, like the leaves of a silver shamrock at the pilgrim's 
feet. Old crosses and old tombs cannot altogether draw 
oft' his eyes from a scene so fair : no, not even his devout 
prayers and the turas and the holy well. That beautiful 
mansion on the southern shore of Lougli Beagh, as its popu- 
lar proprietor will tell, was built out of the walls of the old 
castle on the large island near the opposite shore, wherein 
Godfrey O'Donnell lay under care of liis physicians for a 
year after the battle of Credran-cille (12r)7). The land ad- 
joining the water entrance to that ancient fortress is the 
very land that was cleared in the Glenveigh evictions, so 
graphically described by A. M. Sullivan in " New Ireland." 
It is pleasant to state that Mrs. Adair has for some time 
past been constructing a fine road from Gartan straight to 
Glenveigh Castle, and so close to the birthplace of Columba 
that it will be of great service for the Columbian cele- 
bration. Would that the worthy lady saw her way to bring 
hack the brave peasantry whose happy homes once studded 
the slopes of Derry veigh ! Stranger things have happened. 
Mrs. Adair takes a deep interest in the Centennial Festival, 
and it is enough to inspire many a bold resolve that the very 
sama Father James M'Fadden, of Cloghaneely, who, as a 
noble hearted yoiung priest, accompanied the Gleny-eigh 
people and saw them embark for Australia, is to deliver an 
address at Gartan on the great Saint who founded the monas- 
tery of Tory Island in his parish, and whose Tory chalice 
of s^ne he! retains to this day in his possession. The 
patriot priest of Gweedore has written a beautiful Irish letter 
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from San Francisco for the occasion. Gar tan, in the very 
heart of Tyrconnell, was the nursing ground of saints and 
warriors. The O'Freels, descended from St. Columba's only 
hiother, Eoghan, one of whom as Coarb of Columbkille at 
Kilmacrenan inaugurated the chieftains of Tyrconnell, on 
tlie Rock of Doon, are here still, and alone retain the secret 
of supplying " Gartan clay." It will also be rememberetl 




Tomb of Godfrey O'Donnell. 



that the last Abbot of lona was an 0' Freel. By a curious 
coincidence the field of assembly on the 9th is occupied by an 
old man, who rejoices in the name of Bradley, but whose 
Irish name of O'Brolloghan was dear to Derry and lona at 
the close of the twelfth century. Then the flag on which 
St. Columb was born is in a field belonging to an O'Doherty, 
descended, like the O'Donnells and O'Boyles, from the Cinfl 
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Luideacli, still spoken of here, whose good swords made 
them lords of Tyrconnell and victors on many a battlefield in 
Ireland, Spain, and Austria. The O'Muldoreys, 0' Cannons, 
and 0' Gallaghers, as the senior branch of the Cinel Conal, 
sprung from King Ainmire, who joined in the grant of DerrA^ 
and Raphoe to Columba, while the MacSwineys and many 
other Donegal families were of the Cinel Owen. On the 9th 
there T\'ill be early Mass in Letterkenny, with a choral 
rendering of " Columba Penna ?^ivea," from an old office, 
before the procession of vehicles leaves for Gartan. The 
vehicle question has been a serious one for the Centennial 
Committee. As the birthplace of Columba is so far from a 
railway station, and as the local demand for cars was sure 
to be very heavy, the committee dreading disappointments 
to strangers, decided to give scarcely any public notice of 
the event. Then since the lona celebration was first 
announced the committee considered that, as lona was the 
greatest glory of Columba, and as his first companions and 
his eai ly successors there went out from Donegal, it would be 
better to do nothing they could avoid that might interfere 
with the Scotch celebration ; and so they determined to issue 
no invitations whatever. Besides, at Derry, Holywood, and 
Durrow the day was to be kept in a manner worthy of the 
Saint that raised them so high. And thus it came about 
that the Gartan Celebration has been organised on diocesan 
lines, and that only persons connected by birth with the 
Diocese of Raphoe have been asked to make addresses on 
the occasion. But the festival is confined in no other way ; 
and many Gaels, who expect to mark decided progress in the 
Irish language movement, from the inkling that has reached 
them, and who have heard what a Donegal welcome is like, 
are making sure of a conveyance by looking to their bicycles 
to carry them on their pilgrimage. At Lifford, as one 
enters Tyrconnell (locally, East Donegal or the Lagan, 
Tirendna or Magh-Iha, according to taste) from Strabane 
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S ration on the Great ^Torthern, Manus O'Donnell com- 
pleted his Irish life of St. Coluniba in 1532, in his Castle 
of Port-na-tree-Navad. The neighbourhood of Clonleigh 
is soon reached, where once flourished a famous school of 
learning and piety — fostered alike by Cinel Owen and Cinel 
Conal. Further on Draihit Eunan (so the Gartan people 




Mantelpiece, Donegal Castle. 



will teach one to pronounce Adamnan) lies to the left in the 
direction of Raphoe, dear alike to Eunan and Columba. Still 
further on, within five miles of Letterkenny, on the right is 
the ancient Church of Ryemochy, in which the boy Columba, 
according to a beautiful legend, took up the words of the 
psalm that neither his venerable preceptor, the good priest 
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Ciutlieolian, nor the aged Bishop Brugach of Eye could re- 
call. In the same line of vision from the main road lower 
down on the right bank of Lough S willy stand the ruins 
of Ballehan Abbey, facing beautiful Kill-O'Donnell on the 
opposite shore of the lake. Soon the traveller comes close 
to the waters of the Swilly that often, alas! ran red with the 
blood of O'N'eills and O'Donnells arrayed against one another 
in endless wars. Oh, that the blood shed at Knockavoe, near 
Lifford, in 1522, at Ballehan in 155T, and at Fersat More 
in 15G7, had been shed for Ireland ! Three thousand brave 
Tyrone men went down in these three engagements within 
half acenturj^ besides the Tyrconnalian losses, and after Fer- 
sat More, Shane O^J^eill's power was broken for ever. He 
crossed the Swilly and escaped from the incoming tide with a 
few followers three miles higher up the river, at Scariff Hollis. 
The procession on the 9th, starting from near the beautiful 
white walls of St. Eunan's new cathedral, reaches this place 
by Conwall, Avherein the victor of Credrancille reposes after 
dying in the arms of another victon% gained, alas ! over an 
invading neighbour. Scariff Hollis itself has a sad history. 
It was here, on the 21st of June, 1650, that the remnant of 
Owen Roe O'^feill's amij^ which in Owen's time had never 
tasted defeat, was cut to pieces under Heber M'Mahon by 
Coote and Venables. Every field around bears a name of 
woe, reminding one of that fatal day, after which the Done- 
gal Irish, or, rather, the women and children that alone sur- 
vived, had to fly beyond Gartan, to Gweedorie and The 
Rosses. Soon the high road leads from the banks of this 
battle-famous river to the inland country of Columba. 
Temple-Douglas is at hand, where the infant — ^whether 
Orimthan, or Columba — was baptised, Avhere his ceud- 
michead is still shown, and where an ancient church shadows 
the graves of many of the anointed ones of the Cinel Conal 
in every grade of ecclesiastical rank. A couple of miles 
further on, the term of the pilgrimage is reached — the place 
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where he was born, of whom his mothei*, Eithne, dreamed 
tliat beautiful dream, and St. Patrick spoke that beautiful 
prophecy. Then, at the close of a memorable day, the way 
back to Letterkenny lies by Doon, where O'Freel blessed 
both well and chief, and by Kilmacrenan, where St. Coluni- 
ba's nephews, the sons of Nenan, gave a new name to Doire- 
Eithne. A new heart and a new spirit in the old and true 
ways of knowledge, is a fair prophecy for the land of 
Columba from the auspicious celebration. Motherland of 
lona's saints and hom^ of Kilbarron's scholars, may you 
again have your Columbas and Adamnans, your Colgans and 
your blasters I Aye, and your Godfreys, your Red Hughs 
and your Butts ! 




Initial, "Book of Kelis.' 
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SECOND INTEODUCTIOK 

(From the Derry Journal^ 9th June, 1897. Specially Contributed). 



ST. COLLMBA. 



THE GARTAX FESTIVAL TODAY. 




F all Columba's Irish foundations the 
first to become an Episcopal See 
was tlAtbot, the fort of booths or 
cottages. It stood in the midst of 
a rich plain, not easily rivalled for 
corn or clover ; and the very miracles 
that are recorded of Columba at 



Eaphoe seem to suggest the fruitfulness of the soil 
that had fallen to the lot of Enna, son of Nial. This 
Enmi was the progenitor of Ronnat, mother of Adamnan (or 
Eunan), who became the second founder and the Patron of 
Raplioe. Thus it happens that the ancient diocese, in 
which the Gartan celebration takes place, rests its founda- 
tions both on Adamnan and Columba ; for Adamnan suc- 
ceeded Columba in Raphoe, as he did in lona itself. The 
Bishop of Raplioe in our ancient annalists is Coarb of 
Adamnan, or Coarb of Columba and Adamnan, the latter 
name being the distinctive one. Reeves thinks this pre- 
ference came from the maternal connections of Adamnan. 
But more probably the full cause is something different. 
That Ronan of the Cinel Conal, father of Adamnan, while 
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living near Drimliome, in South Donegal, would allow the 
young saint the advantage of frequent visits to the Colum- 
bian Abbey, as his mother's native place, it is most reason- 
able to suppose. That, in later years, Adamnan succeeded 
to the headship of this house, and received large grants from 
his maternal relatives to enlarge the foundation, would be 




Initial, •* Book of Durrow." 

events in the natural order of such things. But they scarcely 
account for attributing spiritual patronage to Adamnan in a 
Columbian monastery, whereas all difficulty on this score 
disappears once it is supposed that the ninth Abbot of Hy 
Avas the same as Adamnan or Eunan, first Bishop of Raphoe. 
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That Bede speaks of him as a priest, according to the estab- 
lished custom of lona, and that the early writers do not 
call him a bishop are serious points on the other side. Let 
us see can they be met. Though he returned to lona to die 
(704), Adamnan spent the last six years of his life in Ireland, 
not, perhaps, uninfluenced by the opposition of the island 
monaster}' to its abbot's unremitting efforts to secure unifor- 
mity with the rest of the Church in the time for celebrating 
Easter. This is the period when he might be expected to 
take refuge with his powerful relatives at Raphoe before 
every other place. Indeed we can scarcely assign any other 
years of his busy life when residence there could have been so 
important and continuous as subsequent historv^ shows it 
must have been, and we have no authentic record of sojourns 
elsewheny at this time in any way inconsistent with a sedes at 
Raphoe. Xeither does the silence of early writers make it 
improbable that he was then in episcopal orders. His 
active life-work was nearing its close, and, in various ways, 
his becoming a bishop may have seemed helpful for the ac- 
complishment of his labours in the ^Torth of Ireland, even 
though that was the age of abbatial greatness. Bede's ac- 
quaintance with him was earlier, for Bede apparently did not 
know that he wrote a Life of Columba. Then the state of 
feeling among the brethren at lona would naturally tend to 
silence as to the higher order on his return. There is fair 
evidence, though not in the oldest writers, that Fergna, the 
fourth abbot, who stands midway between Columba and 
Adamnan, was a bishop. The higher episcopal order was 
always scrupulously respected in lona, and a bishop was fre- 
quently attached to the monastery for episcopal functions 
without any interference with abbatial jurisdiction. Doubt- 
less, if the abbot happened, against precedent, to be a bishop, 
he would administer, direct, and govern with the usual 
authority of abbot and no more. Even now a bishop ad- 
niitted into the Jesuits is treated like the other Fathers of 
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Caca6 (case of). 




Cathach (top). 
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the Society. And tlius tlie ninth abbot of Hy, who was un- 
doubtedly the Patron of Eaphoe, is identified with the 
Eunan or Adamnan, whom we revere as first bishop of that 
diocese, and for whom a special Office has been recently sanc- 
tioned by the Holy See. Father Cannon, a descendant of 
the O'Cannons, once Chiefs of T^T^connell, from whom Letter- 
kenny takes its name, was to enlarge on this subject at 
Gartan; for to him had been assigned "St. Columba, St. 
Adamnan, and Eaphoe." But as he has been unable to re- 
turn from America for the celebration, the above outline of 
his argument may be interesting. Of all Columba' s succes- 
sors, Adamnan, or Eunan, as he is called in the diocese of 
Raphoe, with a much nearer approach tc accuracy, was by 
far the greatest. His " Life, of Columba," and treatise " De. 
IjO(3is Sanctis," constitute our most valuable literary inherit- , 
ance from the golden age of Irisb faith. His public ser- 
vices to Church and State throughout the Three Kingdoms 
give him a place by himself in our history. Even the bardic 
invention about his urging a continuance of the Leinster 
tribute cannot take from the exalted character of one whom 
stranger and kinsman alike admired for his lifelong tri- 
umph over flesh and blood, and his unswerving devotion 
to right at any sacrifice of earthly ties. Not only at 
Raphoe, but at Columba' s beloved Derry, in lona and 
throughout Scotland, he did marvels to consolidate the 
work of his sainted predecessor and relative. His Life of 
Columba, adorned with the magnificent scholarship of 
Reeves, is a treasury of information about the early Irish 
Church. It is the first of three classical Lives of Columba, 
besides so many able memoirs from living authors. The 
second is the work of Manus O'Donnell, which the literary 
executors in the great Jesuit Order of Father Denis Murpjiy, 
one of the most cultured Irishmen this generation has sefen, 
may be trusted to turn to best account. The third is Mon- 
talumbert's beautiful life, which, is not surpassed by 
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Macaulay's biographical sketches in brilliancy of style ; and 
which approaches the models of Greece and Rome in com^ 
pi-ehensive power of treatment. But at a cele- 
bration like the Gartan Festival, not the Lives of 
Cohimba nor his compositions in Irish and Latin, however 
deserving to be prized, but the various aspects of the saint's 
life, are suited for the addresses of the speakers. Already 
St. Columba has been as fortunate in his biogfraphers, the 
battles notwithstanding, as the Greeks were in their his- 




Cathach (side). 



torians. His ceaseless copying of the Sacred Scriptures, at 
a time when there was no printing press, in preference to 
original composition, is a legacy of more value than all his 
poetry, and the great assembly at the very spot where he was 
born, under God's blessing, will foster, in the breasts of 
many, an earnest desire to study the lessons of his life in the 
language which he spoke. 
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SECTION II. 




LIFE OF ST. COLUMBA. 



CHAPTER I. 

That race a liistory has. Search out its annals. 
Our Grecian songs fur all their grace and light, 
Measured with such, were as a wind-tossM tress 
Matched with yon sailing rack — Aubrey De Verb. 

AINT COLUMBA, one of the three 
Patrons of Ireland and the world-famed 
Apostle of Scotland^ was born at Gartan, 
about ten miles from the cathedral town 
of Letterkenny, in the County of Done- 
gal, on the 7 th of December, in the year 
i)2l. His father Phelim was the grandson of Conal Gulban, 
the most heroic of the eight sons of Nial of the Nine 
Hostages, who had been High-King of Ireland from 379 to 
40o. It was during Nial's reign that Saint Patrick was first 
conveyed as a captive to the shores of Ireland. The Saint's 
mother, Ethnea, belonged to a branch of the illustrious 
family of Cahir Mor, then in possession of the provincial 
kingship of Leinster. He was connected, in a word, by 
blood with almost all the leading princely houses in Ireland 
and in the north-west of Scotland. " Thus," says Dr. Reeves, 
'^tlie nobility of two races was combined in their son 
(Columba), and, no doubt, contributed to the extended 
influence which he acquired when education, piety, and zeal 
were superadded to his honourable antecedents." 
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It is related that, before the Saint was yet born, an angel 
appeared to his mother in a dream, bearing a robe of 
wondrous beauty and varied colours. Presently, to her 
intense regret, the robe was gradually withdrawn, spreading 
out its folds in all directions, and flying gently through the 
air. The angel explained to her the meaning of the vision — 
" Thou shalt bring forth a son, who will be numbered among 
the prophets of God, and who is destined by Him to lead 
countless souls to their home in heaven.'* He was baptised 
by a holy priest named Oruitneclian, at Templedouglas, " a 
place about half way between Gartan and Letterkenny, 
where there is a cemetery of considerable extent, containing 
the roofless walls of a large chapel, and at a short distance, 
on the north-east within the enclosure, a square, elevated 
space, which appears to have been artificially formed, and to 
be the spot which, in O'Donnell's time, was coupled with the 
memory of the saint " (Reeves). We learn from the evidence 
of numerous and exact writers, that it was not then uncommon 
on the part of pious parents to place their children, in early 
youth, under the guardianship of saintly and learned ecclesi- 
astics. Columba was in this way entrusted, while still very 
young, to the fostering care and pious teaching of the 
scholarly Oruitnechan, who had baptised him, and with whom 
he now lived, prayed, and studied for many years at Doire- 
£thnea, afterwards called Kilmacrennan — a corruption of 
Kilmacnennan, the Church of the son of Nennan^ nephew of 
Columba. Many are the fascinating stories that lend a 
charm to the narrative of his boyish experiences and feats. 

We are told that his angel guardian was in the habit of 
appearing to him often, and that the child once asked him, 
in sweetest innocence, whether all the other angels were as 
young and as beautiful as he. On another occasion, the 
same guardian angel requested him to say which of all the 
virtues he would prefer to possess. Without hesitation 
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lie answered, Chastity and Wisdom ; " his choice was ap- 
proved, his prayer granted, and the gift of prophecy was 
superadded. Again, while he was still a mere child, and had 
only learned to lisp the letters of the alphabet, he accom- 
panied his watchful teacher, Cruitnechan, on a visit to 
Kaymochy, midway between Letterkenny and Raphoe, to 
celebrate the Christmas festival with Bishop Brugach, who 
resided there. One evening, the holy priest was reciting 
with the Bishop alternate verses of the Psaltery, and had 
reached the opening words of the psalm, Misericordias Domini, 
when from indistinctness of vision or fatigue he halted, and 
was unable to proceed further. Columba, noticing the em- 
barrassment of his kindly master, took the book into his own 
hands, and proceeded, without stop or stumble, to the close 
of that long and difficult psalm. 

Having completed the early stages of his education under 
the devoted fosterage of Cruitnechan, he betook himself to 
the monastic seminary of Moville, at the head of Strangforcl 
Lough, in the County Down. St. Finnian, Abbot of Moville, 
belonged to the royal family of Ulster; the fame of his 
school had attrficted immense numbers of students, lay as 
well as clerical. Prayer and study claimed most of their 
time and attention ; but obedience demanded that they should 
also engage in manual labour, when the rule so prescribed.. 
It would appear that the duty of grinding at night the grain 
for the morning meal, was performed by the novices in rota- 
tion. So quickly and yet so perfectly did Columba discharge 
this task, when his turn came round, that his companions 
were accustomed to say he had the assistance of an angel. 

How long Columba remained with the monks of Moville, 
we need not tiy to determine; but that his studies and 
training in the religious life under their care extended over 
several years may be reasonably inferred from the fact, that 
he there received and exercised for some time clerical orders,. 
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including de<aconship. Many learned and saintly writers— 
and among them Cummian and the famous Adamnan — 
record a most striking miracle, said to have been performed 
by him, while ministering at the altar in the capacity of 
deacon, in the Monastery of Moville ; and, whatever credence 
we may attach to the story, it at least illustrates the bound- 
less esteem with which he was, from early youth, regarded, as 
a man of singular piety and faith. On a festival morning, 
by some chance, while Bishop Finnian celebrated at 
the community Mass, no wine could be found for the 
Holy Sacrifice, and the sacred ministers were filled with 
anxiety and confusion. Columba proceeded to bring a 
vessel of fountain water, which he blessed in the name of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, who, at Cana in Galilee, changed 
water into wine." The holy youth then placed near the 
altar, we are told, the vessel, now containing the purest 
wine, and said to the ministers — " You have wine, which 
our Lord has sent you to perform His mysteries." 

Though Finnian of Moville was himself a bishop, and 
could have conferred the order of priesthood on Columba, 
the latter did not regard himself as yet possessing the full 
measure of learning and devotion necessary for worthily 
receiving that high dignity. Hence he journeyed southward 
into Leinster, and placed himself under the special instruc- 
tion of an aged and holy priest-bard named Gemman, where, 
in addition to his sacred studies, he devoted himself to the 
cultivation of poetry — an art in which he attained great 
excellence. 

It is to this period of his life an incident is referred, which 
is said to have spread his fame throughout the whole island. 
While Gemman was reading in a field, he heard a scream, 
and, on raising his eyes, he saw a frightened girl rushing 
towards him, pursued by a savage-looking ruffian, who bran- 
dished a spear in his hand. The aged man called upon 
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Columba, who was deeply engaged in study at some distance, 
to assist him in protecting the girl. Both of them used 
persuasion and threats, but the wicked man drove his spear 
through the innocent girls heart, right beneath their cloaks. 
^' How long," said Gemman, " will God permit this horrid 
crime to go unpunished?" "Not one moment longer," 
answered the holy youth, " the soul of the murderer will go 
down into hell, even while the soul of the murdered wings 
its flight to heaven," and, like another Ananias he fell dead 
at his feet. 

Having completed his course of instruction under Gemman, 
our saint presented himself for admission into the far-famed 
College of Clonard, in the County Meath, where sometimes 
as many as 3,000 students, from various parts of western 
Europe, attended the lectures and lived in a cluster of cells 
around the monastery. Tradition has it, that when Columbg. 
had secured admission, and requested to be shown the place 
where he was to erect his hut, the abbot replied, " Just at the 
entrance." Next day the abbot, on finding the hut constructed 
quite at a distance from the spot indicated, began to remon- 
strate, but the saint blandly replied, " It is here the entrance 
will soon be placed," alluding to the increasing numbers and 
approaching expansion of the Clonard institution. 

The abbot was that other Finnian, who came to be known 
later on as " Master of the Saints," but who, unlike his name- 
sake of Moville, never attained the exalted order of bishop. 
This is attributed to his humility, and it is a notable fact 
that of his numerous students, distinguished alike for saintli- 
ness and learning, only two ever received episcopal orders. 
Most writers state that this was due to the wonderful power 
of his example. In any case, Columba was sent to Etchen, 
Bishop of Clonfad in Westmeath, for priesthood. This pre- 
late was half-brother of Aedh, son of Ainmire, the sovereign 
who granted the site of DeiTy to Columba. 
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Even at this time Olonard had become an extensive and 
famous College ; among its friars and novices it numbered 
the " Twelve Apostles of Erin," the most remarkable and 
promising of whom was the future Abbot of lona. 

Having passed through all the stages of monastic training, 
having studied with marked success all the branches of 
education in the college course at Olonard, and, being now 
invested in priest's orders, he retired to the Monastery of 
St. Maobi at Glasnevin, there in solitude still further to 
perfect himself for the work to which he was called by God, 
the true work of an apostle — to found churches and monas- 
teries, to convert the infidel, and to strengthen the faithful 
in grace. A strange plague dispersed the community at 
Glasnevin, and Columba resolved to return to his native 
Tyrconnel. When he had reached the river Moyola, which 
flows into Lough Neagh, and is the boundary between the 
dioceses of Armagh and Derry for some distance up its 
course, he prayed that the plague might not be permitted to 
advance beyond that stream, and his prayer was heard. 

Though the Saint had not yet completed his 25th year, his 
apostolic mission was soon about to open; his footsteps were 
now tending towards the spot indicated by the finger of God 
as its hallowed starting point — his beloved Derry, or Daire- 
Calgach, as it was then called. This important fort was the 
residence of King Aedh, son of Ainmire, High-King of 
Erin. Columba repaired to the royal abode, and, unasked, 
King Aedh prof erred him the fort as the beginning of a 
monastery. This generous offer the Saint was obliged to de- 
cline, for the time, being still under obedience to Maobi. 
Just as he emerged, however, from the precincts of the 
king's residence, he met two travel-stained monks, who con- 
veyed the news of Maobi's death, and with it the testimony 
of his consent that Columba might accept a gift of territory ; 
in token whereof the deceased abbot had handed them his 
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girdle to present to the saint. This message could be neither 
doubted nor disregarded. Aedh's offer was gladly embraced, 
a church was at once built, and a flourishing monastery of 
devoted monks, endowed with all essential equipments, men- 
tal and material, gathered forthwith around the already 
illustrious " Dove of the Cells," as if a magnet had attracted 
them. His noble birth and princely connections were, 
under God's blessing, a powerful influence in collecting and 
in welding together in harmony the elements that composed 
this important mother-house of the Irish-Columbian monas- 
teries. Amid the trying difficulties of this first great under- 
taking, it is no matter of surprise that his ardent love of the 
Blessed Sacrament and his well-attested intercourse with the 
angels, lightened the burden of his anxious cares, and in- 
spired him with the spirit of untiring perseverance. We are 
told by all the ancient writers, who touch upon his life, that 
he never was known to forfeit one hour from prayer, study, 
or, when it was necessary, manual labour. 

Derry soon rose and flourished, and, like the towering oak 
trees around — from which it took its name — displayed 
every element of strength and endurance. Within seven 
brief years Columba's tireless energy and his whole-hearted 
devotion to labour in Derry, and in various parts of Donegal, 
had been blessed w^ith such rich fruits, that he now felt free 
to withdraw, for a time, from his favourite monastery on the 
Foyle, to undertake the project of a memorable foundation. 
As a proof of the charity and importance of the Derry 
monastery, it is on record that as many as a hundred of the 
poor assembled each morning at its gates to receive a compe- 
tence of food for the day. 

It is a noteworthy fact that our Saint selected oak groves 
as sites for his greatest monasteries in Ireland. Thus, on 
leaving Derry he settled down in the north of King's County, 
at a place called Daire-Magh (Durrow), or " Plain of the 
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Oaks." In addition to the solitude afforded by such places, 
it is supposed that, as the Druids conducted their super- 
stitious rites under oak trees, tlie Christian missioners wished 
to dislodge them from their coveted sanctuaries, and to 
divest such places of any un-Christian character that might 
have attached to them. The Monastery of Durrow soon 
became the most celebrated in Ireland ; it is described by the 
Venerable Bede as " Monasterium nobile in Hibernia ; " it 
was not, however, the most lasting. A cross and a well mark 
the site, but no substantial ruins remain to tell the story of 
its former vastness and fame. 

These monuments of faith, not changing creeds 
Tell their own tale to him who heeds 
The language which they speak. 

Besides Durrow, numerous other churches and monasteries 
were founded by Oolumba during the nine years that inter- 
vened between his first quitting Derry in 553 and his 
departure for lona in 562. As many as thirty-seven such 
institutions are ascribed to him, the most notable being the 
Churcli of Rath-both (Raphoe) — fort of the booths or 
tents; Kells, Swords, Tory, Drumcliffe, Shan-Glan, and 
Kilmacrenan, &c., are the next in importance, though Kells, 
hke Rome, appears to have been very insignificant for the 
first two centuries of its existence. 

Though Raphoe was undoubtedly established by Columba, 
A'OAfhn^n, his sainted biographer and one of his successors 
in lona, is recognised as Patron of the diocese. The reasons 
are explained in the 2nd Introduction; it may be added, 
however, that the Scottish Calendars fix the 23rd of Sep- 
tember as the feast of Adamnan, the same day on which the 
feast of the Patron of Raphoe has been at all times 
solemnised. The cross of Raphoe is mentioned in the 
Annals of the Four Masters as possessing miraculous pro- 
perties, and the Flag of Raphoe is referred to in Harris's 
Ware as an object then w^ell known. 
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CHAPTER II. 

Bat you will see what I am baiin'd 

No more, for my youth*s sins, to see, 
My Derry*8 oaks in council stand 
By Rosapenna's silver strand — 
Or by Raphoe your course may be — D'Arcy M'Gee. 

(St, Columba in lona to the bird from Ireland,) 

CoLUMBA has now attained the forty-second year of his age. 
His name is on everyone's lips. Flourishing monasteries and 
churches have sprung up, as if by magic, in every spot where 
he has laboured even for the briefest period. He is singu- 
larly attached to his native country ; he loves, with a father's 
affection, the thriving institutions he has everywhere erected. 
Yet he departs from his beloved Ireland, never to return — 
save on a few short visits when most urgent duty summons 
him back I Was missionary zeal alone his motive ? The 
people of the west of Scotland were of Irish descent — King 
Conall was a blood relation of the Saint's — and, again, his 
heart yearns for " fresh fields and pastures new." Or was his 
exile an involuntary one, imposed and undertaken to atone 
for deeds he had committed or instigated ? This controversy 
demands some reference. Adamnan tells us that he became 
an exile of his own choice for Christ's sake ; and this view is, 
in the main, established by history. But the opposite tradition 
is at once too old and too interesting to be excluded from 
these pages. It runs thus : — The Saint, while staying at a 
branch monastery of the Moville community at Dromin, in 
the County Louth, spent a portion of each night in copying 
a manuscript of the Psalter, belonging to St. Finnian. One 
of the monks, noticing the flickering light in the Church, 
in contravention of rule, at some unearthly hour one night, 
had the matter investigated. The copy made out by the 
midnight labour of the Saint was demanded from him as of 
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right the property of Finnian. Eventually the dispute was 
referred to the High-King, Diarmuid, who entertained the 
bitterest enmity against Columba : Diarmuid's judgment was, 
as might have been expected, adverse to the Saint — " To 
every book belongs its copy, as to every cow belongs her calf." 
leif te>Ab>A|\ A rhAic-te^t3^|\, m^p -Af te 5^6 boinn a 
t)onin. The High-King had, moreover, put to death a young 
Connaught prince, named Curnan, while the latter was under 
the protection of the Saint, to whom he had fled to escape 
vengeance. Feeling that their own honour was compromised 
by this twofold wrong or slight, rather than at any instigation 
on the Saint's part, the chieftains of the north and west rose 
in arms against Diarmuid. A fierce battle was fought at 
Cooldrevny, near Sligo, in 561. The High-King and his 
allies were defeated, with the terrific loss of 3,000 lives 
while the number slain on the side that claimed Columba's 
prayers and sympathies, was very inconsiderable. Diarmuid 
procured the meeting of a synod at Tel town, one of his 
royal residences in Meath, at which the sentence of excom- 
munication was pronounced against Columba on the charge 
of his connection with the royal disaster. Brendan, Finnian 
himself, and others, however, at once intervened in the 
assembly on his behalf, raising their voices in protest against 
the injustice of the sentence. An oft-repeated story proceeds 
to say that the Saint bowed his head in humble acknowledg- 
ment of his error, and that he sought the counsel of many 
confessors, and finally that of the venerable St. Molaise of 
Innismurry, who enjoined on him the penance of perpetual 
exile, and an obligation to gain over to Christ as many souls 
as there had perished lives in the battle of Cooldrevny. 

But it is much more likely that the Saint undertook the 
mission to the isles and west of Scotland, freely yielding to 
the divine call of an evangelist. This view clearly accords 
with the statements of Adamnan and other writers ; it repre- 
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sents, too, the natural development of the missionary activity 
he had hitherto shown at home. He still exercised a power- 
ful influence in Church and State in Ireland. He returned 
on at least two very important occasions, and the Scots 
needed his zealous exhortations, whilst the Picts were still 
in Pagan darkness. 

From the port of his dearly loved Derry he set sail in 563, 
accompanied by twelve monks, and bade a touching farewell 
to the brothers, to the people, and the country he loved so 
well. His voyage to Hy (lona), which may have been accom- 
plished in little more than a day, is graphically described by 
ancient writers, and embellished with many beautiful episodes. 

We are told that he first landed on the island of Oronsay, 
and, that having proceeded to the highest cliff, he found 
Ireland was still visible in the dim distance. Hence he re- 
embarked with his companions and soon reached his per- 
manent destination in lona. 

To oars again ; we may not stay 

For ah I on ocean*d rim I see, 
Where sunbeams pierce the cloudy day. 
From these rude hills of Oronsay, 

The isle so dear to me. — T. D. Sullivan. 

This isiland was a kind of boundary between the Dalriadic 
Scots under King Conal and the unbelieving Picts under 
King Brude, and appears to have been treated as the joint 
property of the two tribes. No more eligible camping-ground 
could have been selected by an apostle, whose mission was to 
embrace both races. Two years were spent in building a 
church, and in establishing the nucleus of the famous Monas- 
tery of lona, the nursery of those illustrious missionaries that 
spread the Christian faith in a short time into the remotest 
parts of western Britain. King Conal was easily gained over 
to the cause of reform in religious practices and in morals 
among his subjects. It is even believed by eminent writers 
that he Iiad invited the Saint to his dominions ; but Brude, 
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King of the Picts, was inexorable, and had all the approaches 
to his castle carefully blocked against Columba on the 
occasion of his first visit in 563. "When the holy man 
observed this, he approached with his companions, and having 
first formed the sign of the cross of our Lord, he knocked at 
the gate, which instantly flew open, the bolts having been 
driven back suddenly with great force. The Saint and his 
companions then passed through the gate. When the king 
learned what had occurred he was filled with alarm, and 
immediately set out from the palace to receive the holy man, 
whom he addressed in the most courteous and respectful 
language" (Adamnan). Thus was Brude conciliated, his 
subjects made accessible for the preaching of the Gospel, the 
donation of Hy by King Conal confirmed, and success assured 
for Columba's mission. It took years, however, of patient 
labour, repeated visits, and assiduous teaching to wean the 
bulk of the population from the superstitions of the Druids, 
and to make the truths and practices of the Christian religion 
palatable to them. 

Before the close of his life in 597 he had the happiness 
to see the isles as well as the mainland in the north of Scot- 
land thickly studded over with churches, a holy monastery 
growing from a rigidly apostolic foundation with unlimited 
promise, saints and sinners coming almost daily from the old 
country to seek counsel and to subject themselves to his 
direction, the Druids banished or converted, and the whole 
north of Britain alive to the Christian obligation of being 
kind to neighbours, however provoking their previous acts 
may have been, and specially attentive to the advancement 
of their spiritual interests. 

Adamnan records only two visits of the exile Saint to the 
country of his birth, the occasions being the famous Conven- 
tion of Drumceat, and some crisis in the aiBfairs of Durrow 
Monastery that demanded his personal interference. Conall* 
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King of the Dalriadic Scots, had died in 574, and his successor, 
Aidan, was crowned by Columba — the first ecclesiastical 
coronation on record. In the following year (575), the claims 
put forward by the new king to complete independence and 
immunity from tribute to the King of Ireland, and the in- 
creasing friction between the bards and the chieftains of 
Ireland, necessitated the calling of a general meeting or 
synod. The place of assembly fixed upon was called Driim- 
ceat — the present name being the Midlagh — near Limavady. 
Through the influence of Columba, the Scots in North 
Britain were declared independent, and the bards, instead of 
being outlawed, were diminished in number and subjected to 
well-defined rules, while the Prince of Ossory was restored 
to freedom. 

On the occasion of the second visit noted by Adamnan, 
Columba did not confine his attention to Durrow, but 
sojourned for a time with St. Kiaran at Clonmacnoise, and 
j ourneyed through many parts of Ireland. He was everywhere 
received with the warmest affection and reverence. Having 
returned to the island of his adoption, lona, he began to feel 
that his days were numbered. With most impressive warmth, 
he poured lessons of mutual love and missionary zeal into the 
ears of his monks ; " at length the day came, and just after 
midnight, between Saturday the 8tli and Sunday the 9th of 
J une, in the year 597, while on his knees at the altar, with- 
out ache or struggle, his spirit gently took its flight." He 
was sitting in his cell, copying out the Psaltery, which 
appears to have been a favourite occupation with him, and 
having finished a page with the words, " They that seek the 
Lord shall not fail in every good," he said, "I must stop; 
Baithen will do the rest." He then reclined on his bed of 
flag, with a stone for a pillow, and having blessed the com- 
munity, he says — ** This, dear brothers, is my last advice to 
you, that you presei-ve with each other sincere charity and 
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peace." " Then, as soon as the midnight bell tolled, he 
hastened to the church, which he reached before the rest, 
and entering alone knelt down in prayer near the altar. 
After his soul had left the body, his face appeared not like 
that of a dead man, but of one in a quiet slumber. The choir 
of monks came up in haste with their lights, and seeing that 
their father was dying began to weep." 

The Druid*s altar and the Druid^s creed, 

We scarce can trace ; 
There is not left an undisputed deed 

Of all your race.— D'Arcy M*Gee. 
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CELEBEATION AT GAETAN. 
FIRST day's proceedings (Freeman). 

CHAPTER L 



Let it be fold in Donegal, 

Above the wave^ on S willy's shore, 
To Assaroe's hush'd waterfall, 

To wreckM Kilbarron's ruin hoar. 
That in the Fatherland, Old Spain, 
The race of Conal rules again — D'Arcy M^Gee. 



HE tliirteentli centennial of the 
anniversary of St. Columbkille was 
celebrated to-day in the Diocese of 
Raphoe in a manner worthy of the 
memory of one of Ireland's greatest 
saints. Not for many centuries has 
there been seen in Ireland anything 
approaching to-day's celebration in 
completeness and grandeur. Only once in our day has there 
been any attempt to celebrate in a similar way the memory of 
a great Irish saint. It is now nearly thirty years since the 
festival of St. Brendan, our sailor saint, the patron of Clon- 
fert, was celebrated neiar his birthplace in Kerry. The 
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spectacle on that occasion of mass at the saint's primitive 
oratory on the summit of Brandon mountain overlooking the 
ocean at an elevation of over 3,000 feet, the difficulty of 
access, the wild and savage scenery, and the immense breadth 
of view extending along the greater part of the western coast, 
lent to the celebration circumstances of unequalled sub- 
limity. To-day's celebration, too, was held in the midst of 




The Natal Flag. 

grand and picturesque mountain scenery. Its programme 
was not confined to the religious ceremony, but included 
Irish speech, story, and song. The religious ceremony 
itself was on a grand and impressive scale. It included a 
High Mass, Benediction, and a Te Deum on the mountain 
slope where the saint was born. There was a sermon in 
Irish. The proceedings that followed were a great Irish re- 
vival. But the programme of events, important as they un- 
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doubtedly were, did not so impress the beholder as the re- 
ligious fervour, one might say the enthusiasm, of the multi- 
tude assisting at it. One little incident will serve to give an 
idea of the extraordinaiy interest which the celebration ex- 
-cited. Letterkenny, the nearest town to the scene, was 
<3rowded with visitors. Every house in the town, whether 
hotel, lodging, or private dwelling, was packed. Numbers 
of people could find no bed to sleep in. The difficulty re- 
garding cars, which the Freeman anticipated, presented 
itself in acute form, and last evening many visitors tele- 
graphed to towns and villages within a radius of twenty 
miles for cars to take them up. In Letterkenny the reply 
was invariably to the same effect as the following — " Cannot 
get cars enough for our own people — numbers walking." 
And so it was. The peasantry for miles around were walk- 
ing to Gartan all through the night. At daybreak there 
was a very large concourse already assembled. The flagstone 
which marks the spot where the saint was born, and the 
ruin hard by of the little church which he founded, were 
objects of careful and reverent scrutiny. The rising sun 
was saluted with the prayers of the assembled people in- 
voking the intercession of Columba for themselves, theii* 
families, and their country. The people of Donegal, like 
those of all the counties along the west coast, are mainly bi- 
lingual. Those of them that know but one language know only 
the Irish, and those that speak the two, have their native 
Gaelic more trippingly on the tongue than the language of 
the stranger. To-day the common form of salutation was 
Bia agu8 Muire ague Colum agut, God and Mary and 
-Columba be with you." Saint Columbkille, himself an exile, 
is the patron of the children of Ireland in foreign lands, and 
an affecting element in the festivities of the day was the pray- 
ing of the mothers of sons and daughters who have emi- 
grated from their country. From most of these exiles, letters 
<;ame referring to the celebration of this day, showing a deep 
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interest in all its proceedings. Tlie parents and relatives 
of these exiles brought their letters to Gartan to- 
day, and touched the flagstone with them, and prayed to 
Columbkille to intercede for their safety and the 
continucajce of their piety in the distant lands where they 
iiov/ dwell. The people came with many books in Irish. 
The greater number of them had the Irish Catechism in 
Donegal Irish. In the diocese of Raphoe very large num- 
bers read the prayers at Mass in St. Patrick's I^rayer Book, 
^V^itten in Irish by Father Xolan, and not a few had with 
them the same author's older prayer book now out of print, 
the Casan go Flaitheamnas, while others still had Father 
Furlong's Companach na Chriosdaigh. Isov was there 
missing from the meeting a book of religious poems, the 
Pious Miscellany of Tadg Gaolach, one of the peasant poets 
of the south of Ireland in the last century. The mention of 
these and other volumes will show how the people of Done- 
gal love and cultivate the language of their fathers. Many 
Irish scholars came to the celebration, and among the visi- 
tors was Miss Xorma Berth wick, the winner of the prize 
essay in Irish at the last Irish Literary Festival on " The 
Influence of Language on Nationality." She has been only 
a few years studying the language. The Gaelic League of 
Belfast intended to send a full representation and to make 
a tour of Donegal afterwards, but only Mr. P. T. M^Ginley, 
the Secretary, was at the last moment able to come. The 
League will make a tour through the Irish-speaking districts 
later on in the year. 

The ceremonies held in such a spot recalled, to many 
i^iemories, the penal days, when Mass was customary in 
Ireland on the mountain side, and many of those at to-day's 
(reremonies contrasted the present spectacle, where the cele- 
iDration of Holy Sacrifice was held in triumph and with full 
choral accompaniment, with that presented in the penal 
rimes, when the people assisted at the Sacrifice under terror 
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Lough Veagh, Lower Gartan Lake. 

From a photo, by Lawrence, Dublin. 
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From a photo, by Lawrence, Dublin, 
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of the momeiitarj" invasion of tlie yeomanry. The attend- 
ance was an enormous one at the time fixed for the com- 
mencement of the sacred ceremonies at Gartan, and, at 
the time the bulk of the vehicles Jiad arrived, the hills 
aroimd were quite black with lines of people converging 
on the scene. 

The sacred ceremonies opened to-day in Letterkenny with 
Mass, celebrated at half-past seven o'clock by his Eminence 
Cardinal liCgue. The church was crowded. The choir 
sang the Hpnn of St. Columba, taken from an old Office of 
St. Columbkille. At nine o'clock, the procession started 
from Letterkenny for Gartan. A detour was made so as to 
take in Templedouglas, where St. Columbkille was baptised 
on the 8th December, a.d. 521, in the door in the old church 
which stands within the churchyard there. Gartan was 
reached at 11 o'clock. A visit was first paid to the flagstone 
which marks the place of the birth of the Saint. Here he was 
born on December 7, 521. Lough Gartan, the lake of the little 
field, is sometimes also called Lough Beach, and Lough 
Yeigh, south, is separated from Lough Yeigh, north, and 
Glenveigh by the Glendowan Mountains, which bound it on 
the nortli-west. The country is singularly wild and roman- 
tic, and there are few more lovely spots than where Lough 
Gartan contracts into the Leannan River. 

After the ceremonies Kilmacrennan was \'isited, where the 
Saint was educated before he went to the schools in Clonard 
and Glasnevin. The Leannan flows by Kilmacrennan, and 
Owen Oonnellan records a beautiful legend, according 
to which the river got its name, which means " the 
follower," because, in the mind of the people of Gartan, 
the waters followed the Saint, when he left them for 
Kilmacrennan. The road to the natal spot leads across 
the Leannan. Gartan was quickly reached, and the cere- 
monies commenced shortly after eleven o'clock. High 
Mass was celebrated in the field close to the ppot where the 
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Saint was born, and a short distance from the remains of 
the ancient church which he founded, among the first of the 
great number that his energy raised up in this country and 
in Scotland. A temporary altar was erected, surmounted 
by a canopy, and was beautifull}" decorated with flowers. A 
large banner with the figure of the Sovereign Pontiff was 
raised over the canopy. On the reredos was an Irish in- 
scription — A Cohdmcille, guidh Oramn, Columbkilk- 
pray for us." The sacred ministers were robed in. white 
vestments. His Eminence Cardinal Logue, vested in the^ 
capita magna, and wearing the cardinal's red hat, presided 
at the temporary throne. The sacred ministers were — 
Eev. John Dohei^tj^ P.P., St. Johnston, celebrant ; Rev. 
Patrick Dunleavy, C.C., Bmckless, deacou; Rev. John 
Kennedy, CO., Chm-chhill, sub-deacon. The Very Rev. j 
Monsignor Gallagher, P.P., Carrygart, was master of cere- 
monies, and the Rev. Edward Gibbons, P.P., Glenfin, was 
the assistant master of ceremonies. The Right Rev. Mon- 
signor MTadden, P.P., Donegal, and the Right Rev. 3iIon- 
signor irGl^oin, P.P., Stranorlar, were the assistants at the 
^JMirone. 

The choir, which sang the music admirably, consisted of 
the members of the choir of the new Cathedral, Letterkenny, i 
and was conducted by the Rev. J. Sheridan, CO., Falcar-^ I 
ragh. Miss Kelly, Ramelton, presided at the organ. ; 
The High Mass was followed by Benediction of the Most ' 
Holy Sacrament, administered by his Imminence Cardinal 
Logue. A solemn Te Deum was sung. His Eminence Car- 
dinal Logue, Archbishop of Armagh and Primate of All 
Ireland, and his Lordship Most Rev. Dr. O'Donnell, Bishop 
of Raphoe, were present ; and the following priests assisted 

in full choral dress — i 

I 

Right Rev. Monsignor M'Fadden, P.P., Y.G., Donegal; ; 
Right Rev. Monsignor M'Glynn, P.P., Y.G., Stranorlar; ' 
Tery Rev. Monsignor Gallagher, P.P., Carrygart; Very 
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Church, lona. 




Doon Well. 

From a i^lioto. hy Lawrence, Dtiblin, 
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Rer. Mcmsignor Walker, P.P., Burtonport; Very Rev. 
Bernard Kelly, P.P., Ballyshaimon ; Rev. P. Daly, P.P., 
Ballintra; Rev. P. Blake, P.P., Killymard; Rev. J. 
Sweeney, P.P., Killybegs; Rev. P. Logue, P.P., Kilcar; 
Rev. P. Kelly, P.P., Ardara; Yeiy Rev. E. Maguire, D.D., 
Gweedore; Rev. J. Gallagher, P.P., Rathmullan ; Rev P. 
Slevin, P.P., Rathmelton; Rev. A. M'Nelis, P.P., Ter- 
mon ; Rev. H. Devine, P.P., Kilmacrenan ; Rev. J. Doherty, 
P.P., St. Johnston ; Rev. E. Gibbons, P.P,, Glenfin ; Rev. 
Wm. Sheridan, A dm., Letterkenny ; Rev. D, Stephens, C.C., 
Letterkenny ; Rev. H. Gallagher, the Seminary, Letter- 
kenny ; Rev. J. M^Shane, the Seminary, I^etterkenny ; Rev, 
i). Kennedy, the Seminary, Letterkenny ; Rev. D. M^Ginley, 
Adm., Glenswilly ; Rev. J. Kennedy, C.C., Churchhill; Rev. 
J. Boyle, C.C., Fanad ; Rev. J. Sheridan, C.C., Falcarragh ; 
Rov. J. M/Groarty, (IC, Tory Island; Rev. D. Sweeney, 
C.C., Kincaslagh ; Rev. J. Dunlevy, C.C., Sinagry ; Rev. J. 
Brennan, C.C., Arranmore; Rev. H. Gildea, C.C., Dungloe; 
Rev. J. Scanlan, C.C., Lettermacaward ; Rev. H. Carre, C.C., 
Fintown; Rev. H. M^Shane, C.C., Glenties ; Rev. J.M^Ateer, 
C.C., Ardara; Rev. M. AVard, C.C., Killybegs; Rev. P. 
DunleA y, C.C., Killybegs ; Rev. J. J. O'Donnell, Indus- 
trial School, Killybegs; Rev. J. Byrne, C.C., Kilcar; Rev. 
C. Cunningham, C.C., Gleneolumbkille ; Rev. A. Gallagher, 

C. C., Gweedore; Rev. P M'Cafferty, Adin., Inver; Rev. J. 
Boyle, C.C., Inver; Rev. E. Cassidy, C.C., Donegal; Rev. 

D. Ccyle, C.C., Ballintra; Rev. J.*^ Gavigan, C.C., Bally- 
shannon; Rev. J. Dorrian, C.C., B ally shannon ; Rev. E. 
M'Devitt, C.C., Stranorlar; Rev. J. M'Menamin, C.C., 
Glenfin ; Rev. J. O'Donnell, C.C., Eaphoe ; Rev. J. M'Ateer, 
C.C., Dnimkeen; Rev. D. M'Gettigan, C.C., Jfewtowneun- 
ziingham. Rev. P. M'Cay, C.C., Drumoghill ; Rev. P. 
M^^evitt, C.C., Milford ; " Rev. J. Ml^afferty, C.C., Kil- 
macrenan ; Father Fagan, Adm., Armagh (Chaplain to his 
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Eminence) ; Rev. Father O'Kane, P.P., Termnaniongan ; 
Father M-Gill, CC, Burt; Father Duffy, Diocesan Cathe- 
chist,Derry; Father Flood, CO., Culdaff. 
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CHAPTER II. 



Ireland, that sittest by the shores of time 

Watching the nations' sunrise — on thy lips 
Hovers the gospel of a faith sublime, 

Conserved through blast and blight and foul eclipse. 

—J. F. O'DOXNELL. 



SERMOJSi. 

By the Very Rev. A. K. McNeils, P.P., Termon. 

^euc ! "O-pAjmui-o jac uile ni-6 Ajuf teAnmui-o tufA; 50 -oe 'n tuAc 

pA0tA1|t A tTATTlUIT) AJ -OUt A fA^All A1|t fOtl fin ? ^S^T 'OUbA^\^Z lOfA tCO : 

50 -oemnn "oeiitiTn tcAc, Ai|t An Ia -oeifteAnAc, An uai|i a tiocpAf tTlAC 'Oe 
A n-A|it)ceini, 50 fui-op-o fib, a teAn e, ai|i -oa cAitif "oeuj te bfeiteATTinAf 

A tAbA1|lC A1|t T)A tCAjtAC "OeUJ IffAet ; AJUf JAC Wlte "OUine A fAJAf A 
t)Alte, A ACAljl AJUf A TTlAtA1|1, A "OeillBf 1tl|1 AJUf A -OeAlttAIII, A beAn AJUf 

A pAifoi', Ajuf A rAtATTi, Ai|t mo fon-fA, bei|ifiT> me "oo ceAX) tAn ai|\ An 
c-f AojAt fo, Ajuf An beACA po|i|iui"6e Annf An c-f AojAt aza te tcAcc. — • 
riAOTTi triArr., cAib. 19, ^lAnn 28, 29, Aj^iif 30. 

Se fo An foifsetit a teige^t), Aniii, -Aguf x\ tei§pev\|\ a 
5-coriinuit)e Aift freite tiA n-Abx\it) ; Aguf cuiseAtin fjnn o 
poclA An c-f6if5etil fo 50 t^ib CAibi"oil i"oif\ CftiofC -Agur 
tlAotri peAt)Af\ tuA^ fAotAifx a bi Cf\iofC te CAbxMfC 

T)6ib Aif\ f on An c-f AOgAt A tf\6i5inc Aguf Bfe^n a teAnAinc. 
Uu5 Cf\iofC "Oa geAtt t)o peAT)A|\ nuAif\ a T)ubAif\c Se teif , 
" m' focAt beijAp'O me -oib mA|\ onoi|\ a beit mAf\ c6m- 
bf\eitn"ii tiom fein Aif\ An tA 'oei|\eAnA6 te b|\eiteAninAf a 
tAbvMfAC Ai|\ An (^ineAt) 'OAon'OA." An X)A\^a geAtt a tuj; 
CjAiofc "odib, 50 5-cui"oeo6At) fe ia"o te fotAf a St^^-vfA a\\\ 
An c-f AOgAt f o Agtif An beAtA f io|\f\tnt)e a n-T)iAiX) a m-bAif . 

Ua seAtt CfAiofc CO pof\ Amu Aguf bi An fin. 
ttlAifAp'O fe pof\ A s-cdmntii-Oe -oe bfi'g nA6 "oo peA-OAtv 
AtiiAin Agtif nA tvAbfCAit a tug Cfiofc nA se^ttCAi fo, a6c 
-oo gv\6 mte "Otnne eite a gnmeAf mAf\ g-ceti-onA ; fin niAt^ 
•oeAfAfA, gAC -otnne a Cf^igeAf An fAogAt, a fetinAf e fein, 

A tO^Af ftlAf A 6f\01C Agtlf A teAnAf CflOfC. Aguf f^ f a 
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b-pACfMJin, A|\ 5-CA|\AiT), ^siif n-"ouine muincit^eAt fein — • 

"T)' fe 5AC uile -acc yi\A\\\ pe jac mle." 

O fe c|\i CeAT)-"oeii5, cfM fc6f\, x^5Uf fe bliA"OnA -oetis o 
tMi^At) Cotntncitle xxif x\n teic fin flof, -Aif -A ti-of[VAlx\'0 
fUA^f, -Atiiu, lo-bbAifc fto-^x-Of AtfiAil Ati Aipfinn. Ufi fc6f\ 
Aguf f6 btiA-OtiA "oeu^ f AT) A beAtA Aif c-f^ogAt fo. 5^ 
•oe m-Af C^it fe no'bU-At)AncAi fo? 5^ cineAt 'ouine 

A bT Ann ? 5^ '^^ fomptA a tug fe -ouinne le teAnAinc? 
Aguf 50 'oe 'n |\un a CAmtnt) A5 •out a "OeAnAT) Amu ai|\ IvA 
mof A freit te Aitfif a "OeAnAt!) ai|\ lonAf 50 m-beit!) finn ai|v 
•6615 ei^in cof AtfiAit letf Ann a t)e^tA ? 

" RujAT) e ti-5A|irAin -oo -oeom 
'S 50 hilpoie e a' 5-Citle tllic neoin, 
'S T)o bAifoeA-6 mAc tiA tnef pi 
A "OuttAij "oe "oub 5lAifi." 

A15 A bAifoeAt) f tiAif fe Colum mAp Ainm o 'n c-f A^AfU 
UAfAt CfttntneACAn, a n-'oiAi'O a bAifoeAt) cugAt) 50 Citte 
HIac tleoin je, An Ate a 'oeAfnA'O e oileAmnin AmeAfs 
PftionnfAi 65 UifconAit a b1 A15 fsoil teif, A^uf a bAifo e 
Colum-nA-ciUe mAf bi fe te f AgAit a s-c^irmtn-Oe aca aj; 
iifntnge f oirhe 'n Atcoif . 

Ann fo fJUAff fe An Cent) jfrogUntn a tn-beAfAi T)e, Agiif 
teA5 fe 50 "odrhAm A-ObAf An X)estA longAncAC a bi teA^tA 
^mA6 A15 T)iA "Oo. pogtuitn An oi^e a m-beAfAi T)e, A^uf 
ntiAif ACA fi^T) feAn ni tfei^eAnn fiA"o e." — Pfob., 22 c, 
|U\nn 6. A^uf, Anoif, -oe bftt 50 fVAib a AtAif Agnf a 
tiiAtAijA 'OO pot nA |\ig, Aguf pfionnfAi fio|\-iiAfAt CifeAnn, 
AlbAn, Agtif T)AtA|\AiT)e, bti-O te nA niAC, Cotum, 50 cinnce 
^5«r 5-ceAfc, cof6in nA ti-6ifeAnn a f AgAit, t)a ^-corii- 
ntiigeAt) f e te nA CuiX) pfionnf ai f ein a -o-Uif 6onAitl ; A6t 
b' feAf|\ te Cottim a beit boCc te Cfiofc nA f Ai'Obif 5 An e. 
*'lf beAnnuigte nA boic^c a fpiofAi-o, oif if teo fiogACu 
tieirhe." — ITIacc., c. S, f. 3. 
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^•oigtAe^C-o, t)' 1:^5 re mt) te ^' octt^r ^SMf c^fc ^ n.-ouit) 
tiA c6f A/' AEur ^^A\x) re ^ Cu^r'^^ngA-b r<5Stiim^ ^me^rs tiA 
tMotfi, ^5ur nA rso^^iri t>«'^) tii6 ^ n-eit\inn, r^S^it t)Mi-6 
^\ 5-Cilte m^c VieOm rompU p^irDA lor^ : r^ T^n te 

r^sx), " A r^i|t tn^r 'o' f^^r re ^ ri-.\oir -o' p^r v^r^^ ^ 

n.e6Ur -^5tlr ^ ti-sr^r^, ^ UtAifA T)6 ^5ur ^ Ut^irt Ati 
•ouine.'^— tuc, c. 2, t^tin 52. Air r^t) aii ro, a bi re 
ctMr'^^tig^t) r^Stum^ rri'o Birinn, o triAinircir 50 niAinir- 
cir, o n^otfi 50 tiAom, o rEolA^\y 50 rSoUir, -^5tlr o tiS^x) 50 
b.vr-o, r^ n-T)eirri'6 me -o-zaoX) -oe 50 r^ib re oi-oee ^^ur 
U\, smAt o ^ t)\ re ^5 iirnuige, ^t)U\itce, Ann a euit) 

te^br^i-O, A s-cui-oe^CcA ^inse^l n^ b-pUite^r a bi ^5 cuin- 
Se^l roluir leir 50 mmic, ^ n-'ooininex\ec nA h-oi-OCe, ^5 
.MtrsriobAt) n^ teAbp^it) n^otfiA; ^^tir foiUre^t) re 50 
r^-o or cionn n^ rSoUiri eile a n-SAt wle rubAilce Agar 
c^^iU-OeAec A5ur zS 'n g^i^n or cionn n^ rente. 

A15 ctiis btiA-Onxi A^ur piCe -oe xxoir ritine^t) r^S^^^rc 
A5ur Ann riti CAinic re n^ b^ite 50 Uir^onAitt Ameers a 
Cui-o prionnr^i p^m, 6 t.^n mte rtibAitce A^tir r<5§tumA 
A tei-beAr teir An ^riorcAige A^iir An c-eA^tAireAe a 
•ocAnAt) lotntAn. t)' f^Ag re a bAite te ocrAr Agur CArc nA 
c6\\A ; tAinic re nA bAite tAn A^ur r-^r^-^. If beAnnuiste 
An -oreAtn a b-ptnt octv^r A^ur CArc nA corA orr^, oir 

r^vroOAr ia-o."— rriAcc. c. s, r^nn 6. 

teA5 r^ At)bAr A Ceu-o triAinircir A n-t)oire, Agur t)i 
rem nA AbbA or a Cionn Air VAX) ^1115 m-btiA-OAn -oeus. A! 
but) 1A-0 ro nA CU15 btiA-OivA -oeus 5t6rmArA -oo eipinn A^ur 
•00 tItAt). X>e brig 50 r^ib re 'oe f lot ro-UArAt nA riog, 
bi cottiAC-OA An-mor Ai^e AmeArs b-prionnrAi, a srA-Omg 
e le cion a ^-cpoi-Oe. tl! fAib |\ut) Air bit T)6i"6eAncA Aije, 
•oe bpig nAC r^Mb rwt) Air bit -ouitCA -DO a -o' iArrP^'^> re ; 
aCc pinne re iir-M"o •oe nA ti-ocAi-oi ro a ti^ 50 teip, a 
5-cu!-oeACcA meA-o ro$liiinA A^ur ^A5nv\ a tus X>k\ -co te 
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6mx> mxMtiifC|\e-A6 a tiiex\"ou$Ai:), teif An Cpei-Oe^tii a tAti- 
pottvAt), Ajuf te 5loi|\ A tAbAiftc T)o "OiA. Se f o mAf\ jMnne 
tlAom p6t ^ofCA. "Oeiji f e |:ein tinn 50 jiAib fe, ^a"o An 
AtTiA f o, A5 f n^rh a n-x\oit)neAf T)6 A^uf tiA n-Ain^eAt, a bi 
A5 cuinneilc ctiiT)eACiCA teif a 5-corhrmi'6e, a6z nA "Oiait) 
fin, ni jVAib f6lAf te f^gAt Ai^e, oi-OCe n^ Ia. Ca zm^e 
fo? T)e b[\ig 50 jiAib An f\u"o AttiAin, a bi A5 cognAt) a 
6f\oi"oe, A 5-corhnui'6e ; A^uf ni jiAib f uAibneAf te pAgAit 
-^^^5^ 50 ^-cpoCnoCAT) fe obAiji beAnnuigte tlAOirh Pa"o- 
t^uic, Agtif 50 n-iomCtioCAt) fe cfMttfeAn An (^|\ei"onii 
pAT) te muincift nA h-6i|\eAnn a "o' imtig tA|\ f Aite a n-Ainif 1|\ 

tlAOltfl P-^'0|\U1C, A^tlf A bl 50 fOlt nA fUlge A n-T)0|\6A"0Af 

A^uf A 5-ce6 An bAif .'^ Se f o An \^ux> AtriAin a bi A5 cu\\ 
5euf\-piAn Ai|t A (if\oi'6e, Aguf cof ArhAit teif An cfxen'OAige 
rfiAit, t)' f^A5 fe An cent) aCc CAOf\A nA "biAit:), A^uf tuAit) 
f e A n-'oiAit) An CAOf\A a b1 CAittce A^uf An 6ao|\a fin f ofCA 
-OA rhuincif frein. t)i bfxdn Aguf btiAi-OfeAt!) Cf\oit)e AmeAfs 
TiA 5-ct6if\, nA b-pt\ionnfAi, Agtif fsotAip nA ti-ei|\eAnn ; 
t)ut) t)ub-bf\6nA6 nA bAifo A5 5ut, Aguf T)ubAif\c T)AttAn A5 
feinnim Aif a Ct-^ff Ait — 

ScA|tA-6 tiAitin A|t n-A|foceAnn uAfAt Amu." 

til fruit lon^AncAf Ann f o. t)i f iat) as CAitteAt) a 5-CAf\Ai"o^ 
a6c bi fe nA CAfAiT) A 5-c6rhnui'6e aca, oi|\ nio|\ t^xei^ fe 
iA"o Aif t^ A 5-cftiAi'oceAn. A6z bi a teAf-gf^A-O Aif *Oia 
Aguf Aif AnAtTiA nA b-pA^AnA^ rh-bo(ic Af Bifinn niof m6 nA 
A gfAt) nA'ouftA, tnof aY t^^f bi fin Aif Gifinn , Aguf A5 
c65Ait fUAf A t-^irh, A^uf AS CAbAifc A beAnnACt -ooib, 
tiunncmg fe a Cut Aif a " OiteAn gtAf "Oitif pern," A^uf 
t)ubAifc fe te nA "Oa AbfCAt 'oeus, a bi teif, nA f octA f o, 
A^Uf If cinnce guf f i« a s-cuirhniugAt) : — " A n-Ainm T)e 
ciaiffit) finn Ann fAifse Anoif, A^uf cia Aif bit aic a tn- 
bUAitfit) finn cuAn — bi^OeAt) fin Aif nA CAffAiceA^A fiAt!)- 
AncA fAifse, no Aif oiteAn t)eAf mm — Ann fin -OeAnp ai-O 
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finn comntii'Oe, t)^\inp-u finn piiinn "oe^NtiAt) ii|\nuige 

ceOil A\S«r r^itmne ^MtisevVl tiA b-pUMge^Nf 5U|\ Cuif\ fM-o 
vVfce^xC po|\c An Cuf\|u\ig, a.\ n-oilev\n lon^ — oile^n 
pixi-O^nCv^ 5An Aon "Ouine tu\ c6mnuii:)e -aCc etin^xC^ ha 
pv\i|\5e. A ! nv\C Mt) a bi cof Atri^Mt te ITl ac A-T)uine ! " ^ 
S-ctiiT) bpocAig nv\ fiotiAig, A^uf a\ 5-cuiT) neAT)|\A(^A 
v\i5 eutiAciA t)ev\5A r\A 5-cnoc, Att ni pu\l ^on ^\ic a\s TOac 
c\-T)tiine te tiA CeA.\nn a\ tevV^vAt)." — tuc, c^xb. 9, |\Ann 58. A 
50 'oe'n nieit) a tiocp^vt) a |\v\"6 'n be^tA 10115^111:^6, a 6A\t 
ye All oiteAti fo ai|\ p^T) Ceit|\e blu\'6Ati -oeus ^^uf pi6e ! 
t)e*\tA lv\n T)e uile lonsAticAf ; tAti 'oe tiiio|\bulcA, ISn -oe 
pAi^Oej^Cc, 50 niinic cahic 50 f6illeAf\ te ti-^in^te ti<\ 
b-]:tv\ite*\f -c\it\ Ctioc nA n-Aiti5ev\t, AX^uf 50 mitiic, a tAf\ j^n 
'ouib 5eitn|\it), a n-UAi5nev\f r\A h-o\X)6e, r\A fe^fAt) a toCAti 
uif^e fUAf 50 T)-ci tiv\ guAtAt), A^uf A tvvrhA finnce AtriAC 
A5 iAf|iAi"0 AtC;uiti5eA(^A o X)\A, Af fon a triuitici|t f?6in A^uf 
Gi|\eAnti ! Hi f?euT)Aitn niof tuo a fAAt) Atiti fo Atz ^u\k 
6|\io6ntiig fe Ar\ obAip bec\nntii§te A'f\^^^5 ^'^^ V"^ (ioinne 
A '6eAtiAt). Oi|\ bi CfMttfevMi An (^pei'bitii A5 foittfiugAt) 
v\noif 50 btv\t|AA(^, n1 ti-e AtiiAin a n-GifAinn, a6z |:ofCA 
AmeAfS nA n-T)e6|\Ai Af 6i|\inn a n-AtbAin. Ai|\ An A'ObvXt^ 
fo bi fe nv\ (^6ni-AbfCv\t a n-obc\i|\ beAnnuigte HaohIi 

PA'0|\tllC. 

T)' yS^ Haoiii Cotuni An c-oite^n piA'OAncA fo nA "OiAit) 
t^n -oe nAoitii A^uf -oe f^otAifAi a bi A5 mot At) T)6 Aip pAT) 
fe CeAT) btiAt)An a n-"oiAi'u a bAif . IDotcA 50 fAib Af nAoni 
tnof fr6in fOfCA, a bi ua 6eux) AbbA-Aif An oitedn ! 

tTlA|\ tAinic fe Aif An c-f AO^At "o' pAS fe An f AOgAt tnA|\ 
5-ceti"onA. IIu^a-O e vM|\ An teicfinfiof; fUAif f^ b<\f a 
5-cuinine An tAe Amu 6eAX) 'oeu^ btiAt)An o foin Aif teic 
eite ; f6 fin te f ^"0, teAC nv\ citte, fxoime 'n Atcoif ai^^ 
oiteAn 16nA. If teAC a bi nA teAbAit) Aige Aif f At) a beAtA, 
Agtif cto6 fAOi nA CevVnn ; A5 tif An c-eti'OAC 5vA|Ab a CAitCAti 
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fe ^1 "Oxx (iurh-Ox\C oi'6(::e ! A ! ni fruil 10115^11- 

beAtinutgte. t)i cion -A^uf sfA^Nt:) -Ai^e .o|\|ua te nv\ coU\nn a 
-ptrivXCcugA'O. O fiAT) ^nn fo Ann a\\ me^xf^, aMI le^\c fin 
fiof, tAitf\eA6; a tot)^|\ ^ASiif xxn cufAxXf fo f iu\t\ : 13|\ 
5^f\c-Ain A mm6u\iAif' nA x>e6\^A\'<)e bocc^ leo te u\"o a fv\t)v\il 
o teinne -Aguf o b^tAt), Uob^fx An X)C\n, be-Annuigte ^\nn a 
t)iiine tnuina|\e-AC f^ein, tei§teeoif\ O PtAiel, a gui-oe 50 
•oti|VACcx\C A p-ACfMin f?ein, ^ntif piAite^f a\]\ 'fAX> nA ti-oCt 
tA A 6A^t ye a^ uf\nuige a\s ^n cobA|\, te b|\i§, A^uy neA\\r, 
A^uy ciufiAtz A tAX)A]\yz "oo 'ti uif^e An c-ftAitice ^ txxb^Mf\c 
■00 ^fpt^n ; -Aguf Ati lomtAti -ASAinn, <\S^T ^^'"^ 

T)6mAn tfi6[\, 50 b-puit An b|\1g beAnnuige f o a ri-tnf^e tobv\i\ 
Ati T)un. Ai^A n-'ooige A^uy n-T)6i5e, cobAX^A j^^P^*^'" 
in^|\ 5-ceu'onA. IDotCA 50 |\xMb ^intn xXfA tuAOitii bevMintngte 
Ann f o, -Ann aX px\f\x\i'oe frein, a 'o-Uutt^ T)ubgt^Mf e, -a 5-Citte 
m^c Tle6in, -a n-gteAnn Cotuincitte, a n-oite^n Utio|A|\i, a 
tlAt-bot, A n-T)oi|\e, a n-16nA, A^uy nA ceAX)ZA\ x>e A\zeACA 
eite A b-fint fe a s-cotrmtii-Oe beo -Ann a 6mx) t-AitfeAc^, 
AZA Anw, A^uy A bei'OeAf 50 ■oe6, -A5 'oeAnA'6 f eAnnioif "oo 
ce -A bei"6eAf a^ "out An be^t^C ! 

"Ca nA cloCA CA tiAC Atltif tlA tAltjlCAC JAtl CeAflTI 

A5 •oeAtiA'o feAnmoi|t a j-conititji-oe "oo 'n TTitiinri|t za Atin." 

Alf fAT) 6eAX) btiA'OAn CoT)Ait cn-Arh-A beAnnuigte -A|a 
TiAOirh Ai|\ oite-An ^6nA nu-Ai|\ -A ti-iomCAtUAt) iat) 50 li-6ifinn, 
An A^z A b-fuit fiAT) A'OtAicte a n-UAig AttiAin te tU\otri 
p>A"0|\uic A^uf t)|\igiT), A n-T)iin-pAT)fuic. 

Utn^eAnn fib Anoif An beA^An A^uf An tvo-beA^An, a 
'o-CAOb An trieiT) but) CCifA a fAt) fA "o-CAob "oe 'n beAtA 
lon^AncA^ A CAit A|\ nAorh mCf Aguf Af b-pACfun Atf f at) 
nA "o-ctAi fc<5|\ Aguf fe btiAi^An "oeus a bf fe Aif a c-f AogAt 
fo. Cuinnuig T)iA e te nA 6^ax> ISn 5f Af a, A^uf ca fe Amu 
r|\i C^AX) •oeu5 btiA'OAn nA corhnui'Oe AtneAfs nA n-Ain^eAt 
A tAtAift *06, Aguf ni fruit A beAtA aCc Ann a tuf 50 f 6it. 
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A ! f 1 f o An t)eAt-A if pu a buinc. An A'()V)A\y fin f otlAtii- 
nuige^^nn -An 6-A5txMf f eite a cuit) n^orh t-A a m-t)Aif a 
n-Aic U\ -A n-seineAttiuin, -oe bpig n^e fiu An be-AtA f-AogAlCA 
-A CujA x\ 5-como|\CAf leif An beAtA fio|\|VAit)e -a rhAiffeAf 

fAT) f AOgAlt nA fAOgAt. If pO|\ 50 b-fUlt fe fCAfACA 

tiAinn Aniu, Ate if fiof\ fOfCA 50 b-ftiit fe a s-carhnin-Oe 
Aguf A 5-c6riintii'0e a lAtAif\ An U|\ionoi"o t^d-nAorhtA A5 
-oeAnAt) eA-OAt^S^i"^^ r^n. Aguf mAfA CAf A^Ainn 50 

•o-cu5Ann X)ia onoi|\ A^uf eifceACc -oo gA(i uite nAorh Aif\ 
neAni -oo f eifx A^tif n\A\K tug An nAorii ceu-oriA fin onoif A^uf 
eifceACc "OO T)tiiA Aif CAlAfh. A6c cia 'n nAorh if m6 -a 
tU5 onoif Aguf 5t<3if\ "00 T)ia ai|\ rAlAni nA tu^ Aif nAorh 
m6|\ f 6in ? An A-bbAf fin bi-beAt) finn cinnce 50 t>-f 1115 

finn c6f\At) Ai|\ gui-Oe Amu. 

Astif mo tfAUAige A^uf mo tf\UAi§e nA6 fmuAineAnn finn 
niof mioncA Aif a|\ s-cuit) mAorh m6|\ BifxeAnn, Agtif nA6 
5-c6eeAn5lAnn finn Af n-u|\ntii$e Aif\ CAtArh te nA n-^ui-Oe 
Aif neAfh Aif AfA fon f 6in A^uf Aif f on Af •o-cit^ boiec ! Of 
A^Ainn 50 |tAib niof mo bpige, A^tif ZAXyAtZA, Agtif noAt^c, a 
n-u|\nuige ttloif^ ai|\ bA|\f An Cnuic A5 CAinc te T)ia, nA b! 
A n-iomlAn An pobAil a bi A5 z\ymx) a n-A§Ai-6 a nArhu-o 
Annf An gleAnn fAOi. mA|\ s-ceu-onA, ca niof m6 bfige, 
AStif cAbACCA, AS«f neAt^c, A n-ufnuige tlAorh pA-opuic, 
t3t\igfo, AStif Coltnm, A^uf nA nAom eile Af Gifinn aca Amu 
Aip Ap-oCnoc nA b-plAiCeAf A5 gui-be Aif Af fon frein A^tif 
Aif Af -o-cif boiCc, nA CA A n-iomlAn Af n--oit(::il X)Oi6t p^m 
^5 CfuiT) -A n-AgAi-b Af nAtlniiT) fA n-^leAnn boCiC fo nA 
n-'oeof . 

"OeAnpAi-o f«ii" -^5«r cumitigAT) SfAfA *Oe 

ctiifpit) t-inn An fun fO a g-cfoi-Oe o 'n Ia Amu AmA(i ; fe 
finn te f ax), nA6 tei^fit!) fmn Aon on!>Ce AtriAm tAf c ^An An " 
tif nuige t!)eA5 f o a fAX) a n-'oiAi'6 Af b-pAiT)f in pAif cig — 
A tlAoim IDA-ofuic, bfigit), A^uf Cotunn, A^uf nAom eifCAnn 
50 ivuite \ 5ui-6e offAinn, cummg A^uf cuiDig tinn, Anoif, 
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-OeSnAi) An i:\ be^nnutgte fo, lon^f 50 tn-b^iT) finn 
cof>Am^it, -Ait^ t)6ig 6i5in, te n-*\t\ b-p-ACt\«n ^nn -a X)eAtA ; 
50 n-'oe>Anp^i'6 finn -An cot^nn a\ ftnA'6'0-A'6 co mAit -A'f 

tinn a n-^A6 tiite nit), ^5Uf 50 fpeife>Atc-A >a b-pe^c-At) 
<Am>Ain A beit^e^f ' n^i|\e, -A^uf bt\6n, A^uy fst^tof ot\ttAinn f^in 
-ASUf -Ai|\ A\^ "o-citt ; f 6 fin pe^cx\'6 n^ tneif ^e. T)' pAS a\\^ 
tiAom f6in fomptA m6|\ -Ag-Ainn ^xnn fo, oit\ 'oe^\y f5t^iot>noifi 
A X)eAtA tinn n^f t>t^f fe >AfiA\tn ^Non x>e6\y "oige -a jVAib 
^'"GirS^ ^Oe^xn^t) finn ^ti^ 50 teit\ "oittiott ni6|t 

TTluincit^ A Se-An^f lomtAn a leAtAnu^Ai), ^x^uf -a meu'oti$-A'6, 
j^Siif -A ne^t^cu^^t) -Annf ^n 6az aza pAX> -A5 ctMiit) 50 f e^jVA- 
iTi-Ait -Annf AVi -oiogoife -a n-^^gv^i-o -An fst^iof-A-ooitx fo. tDut) 
Coijt -ouinn -oe-Ag-f omptA ,a t^b^ifc u-Ainn -Annf ^n nit) f o, 
oi|\ fe -A|\ n-'oe-Ag-fompt-A -AiriAin -An ctoi-Oe-AtTi if s^ife -A 
n-^AgAMt) -An n^tnui-o fo. 5"^''^^^^'o t)-p-ACfun .Amu -Aif t.A 
tn6|\ -A freite 50 n-of|\^l-AiT) f e f ii.Af -Anfoit^ X)\a av\ u|\nui$e 
-AC-A ine -A5 •out -a x^Si) .Anoif — ufnuige^t^ 6utTi -a n-e^fbos 
fr6in -A^uf -AC^ -A^^inn .Ait^ t^xix-o-A -An ge^\U^niuin : — 

" A CtiotumciUe ! p^c[\uin tuicic a f ^.An^f lointAn, -Ann •00 
t)-Aite AX^uf x\nn •00 '6e6f-A'o.Ai'6e-A(it, ^ui-Oe X>\a, ci-a A\\y tuit 

-A -o-cuicfit) A\y 5-ct\^nn, 50 tn-b^ix) finn bu^nfe-AfiriAC 
'DO A\y n-se-Att^tnuin, ^suf n^\c -o-CAb-At^f-Ait) finn ini6tiu 50 
X)\KAty te li--Aon tneif^e -Am^xin, a\\^ An CA^t-Am -a St^^'Ouig cu 
50 x)itif. Amen.'^ 




Digitized by 



Google 



50 



CHAPTER HI. 



I could scale the blue air, 

I could plough the high hills, 
Oh ! I could kneel all night in prayer, 

To heal your many ills ! 
And one beamy . . . smile from you 

Would float like light between 
Mv toils and me, my own, my true. 

My dark Rosaleen J. C. Mangan. 

Among those at the Public Meeting were : — 

London — Mr. S. Boyle, I.E. 
Dublin— Mr. C. M'Neil, B.A. 
Belfast— Mr. T. P. M^Ginley, I.E. 

Donegal Committee, Glasgow — William John Shields^ 
John M*Oaflferty, tlohn Mulhern, Dominick M'Gready. 

Killybegs — John C. Ward, Patrick Mnlreany. 

Donegal — Mr. Jerome Bo^'Ce, J.P., County Delegate Irish 
National Federation ; Mr. John Bonner. 

Carrigart — Messrs F. Logiie, D. M^Gettigan. J. Gallagher.. 

Gweedore — Messrs. M. Coppins, N.T. ; H. Gallagher, 
X.T., Teague MTadden, X.T. ; B. Campbell, N.T. ;0. Coyle, 
X.T. ; James M'Bride, N.T. ; Neil Ferry, Thomas M'Bride, 
Dan O'Donnell. 

GlenswiUy— Messrs, Manns MTadden, J.P. ; B. MTad- 
den. Solicitor; Columb Friese, &c. 

Milfcrd — Messrs. Hugh M'Devitt, James Diamond, &c. 

Annagry — [Messrs. H. Duffy, John Lottghran, N.T. 

Ramelton — Charles Kelly, Bryan Boyle, Miss M. Kelh% 
&c. 

EathmuUan — Messrs. S. M^Garvey, J. Deany, W. 
M^Kory, &c. 

Letterkenny — E. T. Bannon, Inspector of National 
Schools; E. M'Fadden, Solicitor; Dr. Martin, Asylum; 
G. M'Gaffrey, Manager, Hibernian Bank; M. O'Callaghan, 
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O.E. ; John Magner, B. A. ; Patrick Dolierty, T.C. ; Philip 
Carroll, T.C; J. Sweeney, T.G. ; Connell Bradley, T.O. ; 
John Gallagher, James O'Donnell, B. Langan, T. Sweeney, 
Mrs. M 'Carry, 0. Langan, Hugh Gallagher, Pat M'Aleer, 
A. M'Daid, E. Kelly, N.T.; D. Gallagher, N.T., &c. 

Termon and Gartan — Messrs. E. D. Hewdtson, J.P. ; Major 
Johnson, J.P. ; Denis McLaughlin, John Gallagher, Patrick 
Ivelly, Charles Sweeny, Diiniel Murray, Charles Gallagher, 
Manus O'Donnell, N.T. ; Francis Sweeney, N.T. ; Denis 
Murray, P.M. ; Anthony Gallagher, P.L.G. ; Miss A. 
M'Ginty, N.T. ; Miss Sarah MTadden, Miss Mary Murray, 
Miss Maggie Sweeny, Miss Bridget M'Cafferty, Miss Maggie 
M'Cafferts^ Miss Alice Gallagher, U.S.A., &c. 

Parish of Raymoghe^^ — James O'Donnell, Lisclamarty, 
Manasses Mcgrachy, Manorcunningham ; Sergeant J. Coyle, 
T^isclaniarty, Manasses Mcgrachy, Manorcunningham ; John 
Thomas Coyle, Lisclamarty, Manasses Mcgrachy, Manorcun- 
ningham ; Wm. Crampsey, Lisclamaii;y, Manasses Mcgrachy, 
Manorcunningham ; James Hegarty, Lisclamarty, Manasses 
Mcgrachy, Manorcunningham ; James O'Donnell, Manor- 
cunningham ; Charles Sweeny, Castlehooly ; Hugh Sw^eeny, 
Castlehooly ; Robert J. Sweenj^ Castlehooly ; Susan Sweeny, 
Castlehooly ; 0. Rogan, Carkey ; Michael M*Kay, Drumog- 
liill; B. O'Donnell, Lisclamarty; J. Tiemey, Woodhelie; 
Robert Meehan, Corkey. 

Ardara— Dr. Sullivan, Mr. P. M'Nelis. 

Glenties — Miss Mullo}^, Miss 0' Sullivan. 

Stranorlar Parish — Teague Magee, J.P. ; Patrick M'Der- 
mott, J.P. ; Hugh M^Ginty, P.L.G. ; James Boyle, solicitor ; 
Thomas Deery, Wm. J. Meehan, James Kelly, John Kelly, 
James Magee, Patrick M*Dermott, Joseph Giillen, Patrick 
Oallen, W. M. A. M'Glynn, Charles Gallagher, and Daniel 
Doherty. 

Kilmacrennan — ^Rev. Hugh Devine, P.P. ; Messrs. Xeal 
Coyle, J.P. ; E. Fries, H. Strain, T. Gorman, Denis Durnin, 
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Micliai»l Fries, Charles Devanny, Samuel Burns, Ben Lougli- 
eed Herarty, Pat Coyle, Teague Boyle, Michael Duffy, 
Robert Campbell, Pat Dillon, Hugh Harkin, John Brogan, 
B. Keelin, Xeal M^Cormack, James Friel, James Bradley, 
Xeal Bradley, Edward Sweeney, Patrick MTadden, . Mick 
Herarty, John M*Devitt, Tim Peoples, John M'Kendrick, 
Charles DohertA^ William M'Garvey, Bernard M'Elwee, 
Roger M^Elwee, William Boyle, Anthony Coll, F. Coll, 
Dominick Doherty, Patrick M'Gettigan, Wm. M'Gonagle, 
Coijnelius McLaughlin, James O'Donnell, Mrs. Doherty, 
X.T. ; Hugh Coyle, Edward Huston, J ohn Bradley, Francis 
Bradley, Henry Huston, X.T. ; John Strain, John O'Don- 
nell, John M^Gettigan, John Gallagher, Patrick Flynn, 
James M'Paul, A. Huston, Brian Friel, Miss Prunty, -X.T. ; 
Miss Corcoran, X.T. 

Strabane — Mr. Edward Gallagher, J.P. ; Andrew Gal- 
lagher. 

The Most Rev. Dr. O'Donnell, Lord Bishop of Raphoe, 
in opening the proceedings said — My Lord Cardinal and 
dear friends, before the sacred praises of St. Columba 
are spoken here on this happy day, I have an announcement 
to make that will cause the heart of everyone present to 
beat high with joy and gladness. Among the messages 
that have reached us from exalted persons and warm friends 
in distant lands, this one has come to me through the kind 
offices of the learned Rector of the Irish College in Rome : — 

"The Holy Father sends to your Lordship personally 
and to the good clergy and people of Raphoe, with 
all associated in St. Columba's honour on the 9th 
inst., his congratulations and paternal benediction. 
On the total abstinence societies he bestows a special 
and most earnest blessing." 
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His Holiness Pope Leo XIII. 

From a photo, by Lawrence, Du blin. 
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To liim, who as Supreme Pastor of tlie world-wide fold, feeds 
all tlie lambs and all the sheep with such loving care, 
whom our ancestors would have lovingly called the Coarb 
I^hadar, who in our day does for the Church of God at the 
close of the nineteenth century what Gregory the Great did 
for the Church at the close of the sixth century, I ask you 
to manifest your gratitude by giving from your thousands 
of voices three times hurrah for the Pope (loud hurrahs) . In 
the person of our beloved Cardinal (cheers) we have here one 
who stands next to the Holy Father himself (cheers). He is 
here wiih us under most trying circumstances, under a loss 
that has made many besides himself the poorer. He is 
with us because he knows that this magnificent festival will 
contribute enormously to the interests of religion that are 
dear to him ; because as Primate of All Ireland he is due at 
a.' great festival in honour of one of the patron saints of 
Ireland : because he has ever had a tender love for Columba, 
and cherishes Columba' s own love for Gartan and the clergy 
and people of Donegal (cheers). 

* The Right Rev. Monsignor MTadden, P.P., V.G., Done- 
gal, said — His Eminence needs no introduction to anyone 
present, and, on all occasions when he visits Letterkenny, we 
are pi-epared to give him as warm a cead mille failte as that 
which had greeted that day the mention of the name of his 
Holiness Leo. XIII. (cheers). We are all gratified that his 
Eminence is with us to-day, and we are particularly grate- 
ful to him under the very trying circumstances to which 
his lordship has referred, as we know he has parted with a 
dear sister who loved him much, a sister whose merits are 
kiiown to each and everyone of us for her fortitude, kind- 
ness and hospitality. Your Eminence, my Lord Bishop, 
Reverend Fathers and friends of the laity, this is a day of 
special joy to me, when I am asked on the part of the Centen- 
nial Committee of this celebration to read an address of wel- 
come to you, the Cardinal Archbishop of Armagh and Pri- 
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mate of All Ireland. . Tour Eminence needs no introduction 
to any one of us. / "We are glad that you are one of Tyr- 
connell's sons, aiid we are thankful that you have honoured 
this great occasion by 3'our presence. I feel sure it will be 
no displeasure to your Eminence to hear the address of wel- 
come read in the vernacular tongue. The Gaelic was the 
language in which St Patrick spoke to our forefathers when 
he converted them to Christianity, and it is the language that 
Gartan's Great Saint, the Dove of the Churches, wielded with 
su(ih power and eloquence. I now proceed to read the 
Address to your Eminence in St. Columbkille's favourite 
language : — 

T)ite>A5t^ •OA AifXTxieitn mi6e>At ViA touo^, AifXTjeAfbos 
A|\'omA(iA, AifXTxieAxnn B-AStAife lomt^n n>A ti-6i|\e-Ann, 
x^suf CJiifX'oine-At ^x'An C^gUMf Cti^icteos-Aig. 

50 -o-c-Aicnig fe te x)' Att^txieim : 

U>A -oo tAt-Ai|\ -Ann fo <Aniu, a pf\itri-e-A5t-Atfig, x>a tufx -Ann 
A\y 5-cuirhne 5U|\ jtu^At) A\^x>-6le\\<eA6 ^gtif f cotxMtx eipe^^- 
CanC -Ann -A|\ n->Aimftf\ fein, c6rYi5A|AA6 "oo ^n -aic -a jtu^xxt!) 
tl-Aorh onot^At 5^^^^^^ J ^E^Vi Cotumcttte, pu-Ai|\ cu t)' 
frogtuim -A 5-CitteniAC[\en-Ann -Ann -D'oige, -A^uf c-a cuf-A, -a 
A|\'o-UA6'OA|\xMn — c-A bfx^T) o|A|iAinn -a jtAt) — te c-Aob c-Aiti- 
•Oe-A^c-A eite tl-AOirh Ctiotuim, fonfMitge-At -Ann -oo te-AfgtvAt!) 
ci|\e. Ait\ -An fo, z<\ finn -A5 zAX)A^\yc onoit^ x>o H-Aorh 
Cotumcitte -oe t>t\tg 5ut\ fMiSAt) e "olgif ce ; -oe t>f\ig 50 
lvAit> fe r\A rh^c teime-Atti-Ait -a t)-U1t\con-Aitt, xx^uf •oe bjtig 
50 t>-puit fe n-A n-Aorti ctuttri-Af -A n-C-A^l-Aif *Oe. Aif -An 
-A^bb-Af ceu'on-A finn tut-Aif\eA(i, -a Afo-e-A^t-Aifig, 50 
5-ftiit cu -Ann -Af me^fs -dnnf -An -Am f o azS te cuirtiniugxx'o 
-A15 ct-Ann nA ti-6if e-Ann ; -A^tif c-a f e n-A Ctiif f-^f-Ait!) x^5tlf 
-At-Aif -AgAinne 50 "oe-Afn -Af n--AtAif n-Aotrit-A, -An P-Ap-A, fUAi^ 
ofc te ft-Aite-Af tl-Aonri P-A'Ofuic aX fctufvA*o, ^stif ^ beit "oo 
5tic66rh-Aifte.A<i Ai^e -A5 fiA^tAi!) n^x li-C-A^tAife. 
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His Emiuence Cardinal Logue. 

From a photo, by Laurence, Dublin. 




Most Rev. Dr. O'Donnell, Bishop of Raplioe. 
From a photo, by Lawrence, Dublin. 
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"Ca x>o a f 6itt6^t^ ^^5 C-dt^ifce riA PjVAince, -Aguf Ann 
A\y ce ctiut>AC thAXg-tlu-A'oc-A 50 m6|\ ^nn >a|\ g-cuiTfine, 

-Aguf ni ti5 tinn ^xxn "o^ obAijt t|\om m>A|A f-A5-A|\c -Annf -An 
•oigifce fo A belt -a 5-comnui'oe t\6rhAinn. U>a |\eAf«n 
-AitMgte A^xxinn, a Uige^jiriA Ai|\X)ex\ft)oi5, 50 b-ptiit cu 
5>A0trh-A|\ leif •oigifce f o. "Oe^npAn!) finn z\^&o AA\y -An 
-Am -A bi cufVAm fpiojVAD-Atc-A -A^Ac -Aij^ fc-An -oigifce tl-AOirh 
Aii-Arhn-Ain. O cuirhe ttixxtt -A^Ainn \ai|\ -oo |\i-A$A\it 6uiin 
-Aguf cinnce m^fA e^fbog .Annf An -otgifce fo of cionn f-A^At^c 
-A^uf •OAOine. U>A fe Ann a[\ 5-cuirhe, pofCA, mA|A but) rhu\n 
leAc, Ann •00 rh6i\-§|AAt), ^ipeAtc a tAbAi|\c •00 'n fmuAin- 
ceAt) A tAinic A 5-ceAnn *Olioccuit\ tTlAcSeiceosAin A^uf 
T)boccuit\ triAC^OAit) ; f 6 fin AifX'o-ceAmpoU H AOirh A'OArhnAin 
A (iti|\ Ai|\ bun A leicift-CeAnAin. 

puAi|\ cuf A, A AfXTJ-eAStAif ig, f ut A|\ f A^ cu finn, cuidiuJat!) 
An-rh6t\ "oo ^n obAif nAorhtA f o ; A^uf ca f 1 A5 "out Aif A^Ait) 
Ait^ rhOt) AcA ctiurhAfA "oo (itionn tlAOirh g^t^^^m A^uf •00 rhic 
Aguf nigeAnAciA Ut|\conAitt. HuAif^ a bei-OeAf An ceAmpott 
AOibinn Ae-OAiiA^ fo cfxiotnuigte beit) fe nA 6uif onoife 'oo 
•Oigifce AOfDA tlAOirh A'OAttinAin, A^uf nA i!)itei|A ^toife a 
n-BA^lAif T)e. Ua ahi Aifigte Ann "oo beAtA, a Afo- 
eASlAifig, nuAi|A A b1 cu Af n-eAfb05 'oigifce fo, nA 
A-ObAfA fpeifiAtCA te belt a 5-cuirhne nA m-bo6c. 

Ua cuittine ttiAit A15 ^At 'ouine Ann Afx meAfs ^^t^ bliAt)- 
AncAi nA n-50fc a tAintc Ait^ nA •OAOine. UAinic mofAn 
fdgttiAit^ te X)\yo6 bAt^t^, A^uf te nA 6oif fin |\inne cigeAfxnAi 
nA ctfe ftAiT) A^uf fSfiof Ait^ nA 'OAOtne a bi fAOi 'OiutCAit) 
fiAgAit-cif\e An c-SAfAnAig, aCc f\inne cufA, a Afo-UACOA- 
juin, Annf An Am tfxuA'OAtAci fin -oeAfxcAt) A^uf 'oeifxce ai|a 
bo<icAin Af 5-conn'OAi. Af An c-f AotAf f o -o'eiiAig cAfiAncAf 
fpeifiAtCA A^Ainn t)uic, A^uf ca AtAf m6f ofXfVAinn 50 
b-fuit ctt Ann Af meAf5 ^ntu. Higmix) A'omAit, te tutAi[\ 
tfio[\, A|\ n-siuxt) it)it\ Ct6if tlAt-bot A^uf At\ 5-CAifoeAnAt 
tlACOAf An A n-Afom a6a ; A^uf mAf ctAnn nA fifA-BA^tAife 
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x:S f inn -At^f^Aii 50 ft-puit cCi -oo oi-oe tfAionnA ^15 u-AtAM^ 
Y\AomtAy At\ p^pA nA ti-B-ASt-Aife. 

O •ooeuf rn6|t ot\tvAinn, ^NSiif sui-Oitni-o 50 t:)-piiig cuf^A, a 

xMt\ 6-A5t>Aif n>A h^Bitxe^nn. 

Aij^ c-AOt> corh-6|\uinniSte n-A c^^xD-At) btM-b-A, e>Aft)05, 
r-AS-Ait^c, -Asuf cuAC^ig tlAt-t)ot, i-At\t\-Amuix) -oo t)eAnnACc, a 
mo|\-Atvo-Cteittig, 'OiJinn pein, A^uf -oo 'n c-fe^n "olgirce a 
<iui|t tiAorh A'6-Atfin-An Cotutncitte bun. 

His Eminence Cardinal Logue, who was received with, 
loud clieers, said, speaking in Irisli — ^ily Lord Bishop and 
dear friends of Gartan and Donegal, I am sorry that I do 
not find it possible to thank you for the splendid welcome 
that you have given me here to-day as I would wish to do, 
in the sweet tongue of the Gael as Columba himself would 
speak to you, and as he spoke to the people here in his day 
and to the Picts whose conversion he wrought by preaching 
to them in the language of our ancestors. I am 
soiTy to say I have not that command of the 
language that would enable me to adequately express 
my thanks for your great welcome. I would wish that 
I could speak to you with the fluency and power with which 
your parish priest addressed his people, or that I could be as 
familiar as I once was with the language of this country. 
Absence from this country is the cause of my being able to 
address to you only these few words by way of explanation. 
St. Columbkille was an exile from his country — an exile 
for the love of God from this beloved old land of ours. 
Like him, too, I was an exile from the country for a while, 
and that must be my excuse for addressing you now in the 
harsh language of the stranger. 

His Eminence, then speaking in English, said— My dear 
Lord Bishop, Very Rev. and Rev. Fathers, and dear friends — 
It was a great pleasure to me to come here to-day, and under 
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the sad circumstances wliicli were referred to so feelingl}'' 
by your good Bishop and by Monsignor MTadden; but no 
cause, except sickness, could prevent me from being present 
on this great day among the priests and people of old Done- 
gal (applause). Though I spent so much, time out of the 
country, and, like Columbkille, I almost forgoti the old 
language, I never for a moment forgot the old land 
(hear^, hear). Often when in a distant country I looked 
back, as he did from lona, with longing for the Green Isle 
from which I was obliged to be absent for a time, and 
w^hen I returned liere I returned with joy (applause). I 
spent two years as a curate in these surroundings and 
ministering to the people to the best of my ability, and I 
must acknowledge that I bad a good people to minister to- 
I felt when going about liere among the people that tbe 
spirit of St. Columba still hovered over these old glens and 
hills. If I could give tongue to these hills they 
would speak to you eloquently. They would tell you the 
story of the past. They would tell you of days of faitb, 
lively faith, and ardent devotion, which inspirited the people 
that were first brought to the faith by my great predecessor, 
St. Patrick, and who were sanctified by the example 
of the great saint who was born on yon rough flag beyond 
(applause). There is one lesson that we should all learn 
from the life of St. Columba, and it is that there never can 
be in Catholic Ireland a separation between the service of 
God and the service of the country (hear, hear). St. Columba 
was not only a saint but a patriot. He loved God 
so intensely, that he devoted his whole life to His service. 
He spared himself no hardship or mortification, but when- 
ever a thought forced itself upon his mind in contemplation 
over and above the thoughts which bore him towards Heaven, 
it was a thought for Ireland. You always find amongst real 
Catholics of Ireland a yearning for the liberty of their 
country, united to their love of God. So long as you, the 
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people of Ireland, continue to foster devotion to God and His 
holy religion, and devotion to the best interests of thp 
country, no matter what the hardships you may suffer, no 
matter what the injustice or persecution you may be sub- 
jected to, Ireland will continue to be in the future what she 
was in the past — an Ireland blessed by God and admired by 
man (applause). It was the feeling of admiration and love, 
which I alwaj^s entertained for the people of my native 
county, that brought me down here to-day, and I am glad 
I came, not merely on account of the very warm welcome 
which I have received from the Bishop and priests and 
people, but I am glad I came to witness this grand display 
of Irish faith on the hillsides of Gartan (applause). Mon- 
signor MTadden said I should take the Irish address hom€ 
with me, and hang it up in some conspicuous place and 
look at it every morning, in order to be reminded of the strong 
faith and kind hearts of the people of Donegal. Jfow with 
all respect to our right rev. friend, I may tell him that I 
need no Irisb address, no reminder of any kind to keep 
the people of Donegal and their faith, and piety, and their 
love of country, as well as love of God, fresh in my memorj^ 
I spent my youth among them, and spent a good many j ears 
of my life here, first as a curate, and afterwards as a bishop, 
and I think I have aright to know and to remember them, 
and it is verv' useful to me from time to time to think of the 
faith and piety of this old county (applause). When I was 
amongst them, I was not so settled down as I am now, but if 
I wanted anything to settle me down and teach me my duty, 
it was furnished in the faith and piety and devotion of the 
people among whom I ministered. I always found their 
example a strong aid in the faithful discharge of my dut}^ 
and even now in the See of St. Patrick, where I walk every 
day in the footsteps of the saints, even there it will enable 
me to preserve some little of the fervour and devotion to 
God's work and the interests of the people, of which great St. 
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Columba gave such an example (applause). Now, I think, 
my friends, I have said enough. I must keep in mind another 
remark of the Right Rev. Monsignor MTadden ; and there 
are others coming after who will speak to you more feelingly 
and eloquently than I can (voices "no, no"); and I will 
therefore not trespass on the time devoted to them. I have 
again to thank the bishop and priests and people for the very 
cordial welcome they have given me to-day and I am sure 
that welcome was not given to me as a jjrivate individual, 
but was given to me as in some way representing the great 
man who at present iniles the destinies of the Church of 
Jesus Christ. (Great applause.) 
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CHAPTER IV. 



Still in the mirror of the mind 

The scenes I love I see ; 
Would I could fly on the western wind, 

My native land ! to thee D'Arcy M'Gee. 

TELEGEAMS AND LETTERS. 

After the^ Cardinal had concluded his most touching and 
appropriate Reply, the Bishop of Raphoe said — There is 
a worthy letter from a brilliant countryman of ours — 
Archbishop Keane — who, after putting the new Catholic 
University of America on its feet, now resides in the Eternal 
City, to the lasting advantage of the land he loves so welL 
That letter will be read later on. Most welcome telegraphic 
messages have reached us from Spain, Austria, Australia, 
and America. Two of these messages come from illustrious, 
noblemen, sprung from Tjnrconnell, of which they are proud^ 
who trace their Gartan Imeage far back into the centuries, 
and who have achieved in foreign lands as much renown as. 
their ancestors achieved here for valour, and for patronage 
both of letters and religion. (Cheers). The other two come 
from priests of this diocese, who, in the great new countries 
of the south and west, carry on in our day the work that St. 
Columba did so well many centuries ago. 

Rev. D. V. Stephens and Rev. E. Cassidy were appointed 
Secretaries to the meeting, with Mr. J. C. Ward, Killy- 
begs, and Mr. Bonar, Donegal, as assistants. 

Then the Rev. Daniel V. Stephens, C.C., Letterkenny,, 
Secretary to the meeting, read the following telegrams and 
letters : — 
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Telegram from Don Carlos O'Donnell, Duque de Tetuan, 
Madrid — 

" To the Lord Bishop O'Donnell^ Letterkenny. 

" As ail O'Domiell, I beg your Lordship to convey to all 
those assembled to-day at Letterkenny the expression of my 
heartfelt sympathy on this thirteenth anniversary of your 
Patron Saint." (Cheers). 

Telegram from Count Ferdinand Patrick O'Donnell, 
Vienna, forwarded through the O'Clery, Temple, London — - 

Honour me by assuring Bishop <J'Donnell of my sym- 
pathetic reganl with his Lordship's noble resolve to cele- 
brate St. Columba's great anniversary, so intimately associ- 
ated with our names and ancient race." (Cheers.) 

Telegram from Eev. Josejjh Eogers, Bungaree, Ballarat, a 
native of the Diocese of Raphoe — 

'* Greetings to assemblage in honour of Columbkille." 
(Applause.) 

From the Very Rev. Charles M^Cready, D.D., New York, 
a native of Letterkenny — 

*'To the Most Rev. Dr. O'DonnelL 

hundred pounds for Columba (towards Cathedral 
Fund). " (Applause.) 



O'DONNELL AT CORUNNA. 
Winter of 1603. 

Ob, wild and wintry is the night, and lonely is the hour, 
But I wish I were far off at sea, in spite of storm and shower, 
So that the dawn might see me cast upon the Irish coast — 
So that I had refrained my land, whatever might be lost ! 
No headland gray, so far away 

From house or place could be, 
But the voice of kin would bid me in, 
And welcome back from sea. 

— D'Arcy McGee. 
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LETTER 

FROM THE 

MOST REV. DR. KEANE. 

" AVhile the echoes of the semi-Centenary of O'Connell's 
deatli are still lingering in all Irish hearts, the sons of Done- 
gal assemble to celebrate the Thirteenth Centenary of tJie 
deatli of St. Columbkille. How far apart in the stretcb. of 
centuries are Columbkille and O'Connell, and yet how near 
in the chai acter, the significance, the purpose of tteir lives ! 
Love of justice, love of Ireland, love of Mother Cturch, love 
of the great and blessed God of all goodness — ^these were 
equally the ruling passion of those two great hearts, the 
ruling purpose of those two gr'eat lives. Their blending 
puts one in mind of that marvellous blending of the near 
and the distant echoes in the weird song of the hills awaked 
by the bugle blast in the Gap of Dungloe. The memories 
of the glorious saintly past, and the memories of the sad but 
heroic yesterday of her history, are the warp and the woof 
that Tveave the tissue of Erin's thoughts, and make together 
the matchless record which she bequeaths to her sons. It ' 
behoves tliem to understand and appreciate it rightly. Let 
us dwt^l a moment on the blending of the spirit of those two 
lives. How proud a picture in the annals of Erin is the 
young Donegal chieftain, worthy descendant of the stal- 
wart and high-spirited Princes of his clan, so fearlessly 
ardent in his love of the right and his hatred of the wrong 
that he not only denounces openly his King's injustice, but 
even rushes to battle against the royal wrongdoer. Our 
hearts pause not to weigh the impulse in tlie cold, calm scales 
of prudence. Least of all could Celtic hearts be expected 
to consider all pros and cons ere giving \erdict in such a 
case. AYith impulse like his own, we cr}' out — " Bravely, 



Digitized by Google 



65 




66 



nol)ly done ! " But now follow that young chieftain in his 
heart-hroken pilgrimage to lona. Weeping, he bids fare- 
well to Erin and pursues his sad journey farther and farther 
over the waves, till from the highest peak of lona no 
glimpse of Ireland can be caught in the distance. And 
why? Because his life is to be spent in penance for that 
very act which, at first sight, we instinctively applaud. Be- 
cause year after year, he is to mourn in exile his hot-headed 
yielding to that impulse which seemed so noble, but which 
in truth was so wrong. Because with scalding tears of 
humble repentance, he is to wash away the blood with which 
his impetuosity stained the plains of Donegal, making con- 
trite atonement to Almighty God for having rushed with 
hot impulse into fratricidal strife, and making sorrowful 
loving atonement to Erin for the encouragement which his 
example had given to the fell spirit of faction, which has been 
in all ages ihe hindrance to union among Irishmen and the 
bane of Ireland's welfare. He loved, his God and he loved 
his country ; and therefore he was to do long and hard and 
tearful penance for having yielded to the chivalrous wrath 
of his own generous but erring heart, rather than, to calm 
wisdom of dutif ulness toward God and toward Ireland. Look 
at him as he sits on yonder storm-beaten clifE, with folded 
hands and tearful eyes gazing over the waves towards his 
far distant Erin; then rises, and with outstretched arms 
sends to her the messages of his heart's love, which he begs 
the winds and the seabirds to carry to her ; then blesses her 
with the blessing of priest and saint that he has become; 
then prays for her and for her sons ; prays that the spirit of 
faction may be exterminated from among her people ; prays 
that the impetuosity of Irish hearts may be controlled by 
wisdom and prudence ; prays that the spirit of union, may re- 
place the spirit of dissension, of jealousy and strife ; prays 
that in the leaders of the Irish people every personal interest, 
every individual notion and prejudice, may be swallowed up 
in unselfish, disinterested, heroic devotedness to the common 
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Aveal. Like St. Patrick, he was gifted with prophetic 
glimpses into the future of his country. He foresaw her 
glories and her woes, the Christian splendours of her Thabor, 
the sepulchral darkness of her Crucifixion, and, beyond her 
Calvary the gKnimering dawn of her resurrection. He saw 
it all, and he prayed that during her age of peace and splen- 
dour she might be God's instrument for the re-Christian- 
ising of devastated Europe ; that during her age of cruci- 
iixion her children might be filled with the spirit of the 
martyrs ; that at the approach of her resurrection her sons, 
and especially their leaders, might be endowed with heavenly 
wisdom, with the very spirit of the Prince of Peace, so that 
Erin's upward course might be worthy of her Christian past, 
might be a joy and example to the world. So prayed Columb- 
ia! le as he gazed forth from the stormy cliffs of lona. ^Lnd 
the guardian angels of Erin wafted his prayer to the Most 
High, and the God of Nations ratified it. History tells how 
faithfully Ireland did her whole duty to God and to herself in 
the first two epochs of her career./ On the injiperishable 
annals her name is recorded as the Island of Saints and 
Sages, and as the Island of Martyrs. And when the first 
faint glimmerings of her third epoch began to show on the 
horizon who can fail to recognise a Providential embodi- 
ment of the very' spirit that St. Columbkille prayed for in 
the person and the work of Daniel O'Connell. .He was in- 
deed mighty in the spirit of the Prince of Peace. With the 
heavenly sword of moral power he wrought suck achieve- 
ments as the O'Neills and the O'Donnells and the M^Mur- 
roughs, had never accomplished by their heroic prowess in 
war. . And to the? leaders whom Providence should raise up 
^fter him he left the example of a self-control proof against 
all provocation ; of a self-sacrifice which never permitted his 
own inclinations or disinclinations to weigh, even the weight 
of a feather, in comparison with the general good of his 
country • of a spirit of harmony and union which sunk all 
sectional, factional, and personal interests and antipathies 
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completely out of sight, and accomplislied the wonder of an 
absolutely united people, the wonder which won the admi- 
ration of the world and wrung from England's unwilling 
grasp the bo(»n of Catholic Emancipation. And with it all, 
and in it all, and above it all, he has left them the example 
of the spirit of faith and of purity which alone can have the 
blessing of God, which alone is worthy to represent Ireland, 
-and which alone can win for her the victory of complete 
justice. It is the very spirit that St. Columbkille implored 
for his country, as with streaming eyes he prayed for her in 
his exile in lona. Thus the memories and the spirit of Gar- 
tan and lona and Darrynane blend together harmoniously to 
charm us on this Centenary' day, and to teach us wisdom for 
the future. May these anniversaries be a providential time 
for the sons of Erin. In the critical jjeriod through which 
she now is passing, may these sacred memories inspire her 
people to stand together in one harmonious body, putting 
forth their calm and orderly and irresistible demand for 
simple and full justice. Befo!re the spirit of these proud 
and holy memories, may the evil genius of dissension depart 
ashamed, exorcised, driven utterly from the dear old land 
for ever. May the very spirit of Columbkille and of O'Con- 
nell fill and possess and control and guide the leaders of her 
people ; or should they prove unwilling or unfit for it, then 
•may God raise up others in their places who will be fit and 
faithful, and who will worthily carry on the work of 1843 ta 
' the glorious result which it so well deserves. The prayers of 
0' Council are blending to-day with the prayers of St^ 
Columbkille and St. Patrick, and they are praying for Ire- 
land. May God hear and grant their prayer, and may Ire* 
land nobly respond to it. Under the banner of the Cross,, 
guided by the angels of unity and peace and virtue, may her 
course be upward and onward, and may her future be ever 
worthy of 'the Christian glories of the past.*' (Loud and long 
applause.) 
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CHAPTER V. 



And oh ! may the Grod who hath kept evermore 

This isle in His holy protection-i. 
Brin^ back to His temples His priests as before. 

And restore them to Eire's affection. — Makgan, 



LETTER 

From the Very Rev. J. MacFadden, P.P., Gweedore, engaged in col- 
lecting in America funds to assist in the erection of St. Eunan's 
Cathedral, Letterkenny. It is addressed to Father M*Nelis, P.P., 
Gartan 

CAtAi|t nAoini phjioitifif, 
C-AlifO|iniA, 
*.\n pceAX) Ia 'oe tin' tiA t)eAtcAitie, 1897, 

A AtA^\y •6ilif ttl-AC tlMUMf, 

t)eit\e>Ann fe lut-Aif X)6lAt)^\ytA X)^m a (Muinfcm 50 
ti-puit fit) >A5 •out 4 (ifuinniug-At:) An r\y^oti)A'6 c^ax) •oeug 
-peite H>Aoirh onofiAig Ctioluitncitte a\\^ An X)AXX-ZAlxhAn 
ceu'onA A x^u^Atf 6, -Aguf a be-Annuig, -Aguf a <ioif|\ig fe, le 
l^oine-AtiCAf A5Uf n-AOtii-ACc a di^e, le m6|iAn •oe f6\XAxhnAtz 
^5Uf •oe t\yA^t)teA(:^. 

t)e>Annuigini le mo Cfoi-Oe 50 ti-iotnl-An, -An c6 a ftnu-Ain, 
-Aif •o-cuf, onoif\ A tAX)A^\\x: •oo a\^ nAom ^Idftri-Af, A^uf •oo 
'ti A\z Ann A\y c65-A'6 6 le f6ll4^rhnu§4^•6 oij\eArhn-A6, -Aguf 
CflOfC-AtilAll ni>A|\ 6 f o. 

tou'O <i6if\ •oo tfiuincif tij\conAill f ..\ilce a (iuj\ j\oirhe -Ati 
X.A f o -Aguf cf uinniug-A'6 -Ann -a milci -Aif t:)t\UA(!: I06-A S^^f'^^i^ 
l.e n--A Coitiie-A^o. 

t)f\ife-Ann fe tno Cfioi-Oe nA6 f^i^oif liom -a beit -A l4^t-A1f\ 
.Annf -An <iol>Ann, a6z Annf An fpio|\-AT) b6it) tne -Ann. 

T\a6 -A^b-Atti-Ail 5Uf\ t-Afl-A -An f6ile -An z-Atn a b-fuil 
fui'be-Aci-An H4\oirh A'b-Attin^Mn lionu4\ le li-eAfbo^ "oe 
f log^rh-Ail Hi 'O-All-Aig ! 



Digitized by Google 



70 



Ctiotutncilte >Ann a teAf-gf.A'b le ce-Atnpoll '06 -a tojAil 

fU-Af. 

tdg fu-Af >A|\ finnfif\ feAtigloife tif\conAill llAt-t>ot 
•o* A'b-Arhn-An -Aguf •oo Ctiotumcilte. U>a finn t-AffiAinn tiA 
X)^A^'() -Aifoiug^t) -Ait\'oce4\nipoill a leicifx-CeAnAin "oo 'n ce 
A iomC>A|VAf 50 tneAf-AitiAil bAc^xxt A\y t^-p-AifCe -Aff^Mge tlAt- 
r>ot. 

tliof fSs fi^'Of-Ati -Af n-Aoitti 5l0ftii-AtvA s^n m^oin, -Aguf if 
c6if\ 'ouinne cui'oiugAt) a t-Ab-Aifc T)* -Af n-BAfbog u-Af>Al mAf 
5-ceu'on-A. 

O •o6C-Af -ASAm 50 n-T)e-An|:Ai'6 >An n-Aorh-At!) 'oe 
mtieiteAtii >At)t:)Af >At(ifuinnigte rhoif T)' p\y 'Otiun-n^^-ngAll, 
te ti-on6i|\ A "OeAnA-o -oo n-Aorh but) rh6 ^nn -Af s-controAi, 
^5Uf A t>Aifbe-An 50 foill^-Af >a n-'oitfe>ACc •00 C-Afbos 
<AC^ -Atiiu -A fe^n Uifcon-AiU. 

O me fe-A(iu tiiile mite -Af b^ile, -a 5-C-At>Ai|\ TiAoirh 
ptifioitifif, -A5 •oeAn-A'6 mo "OitCit -Ann mo "boig uitiAt pein 
te cuif Cbotuimcitte a tu\y A^A^'6. THitfige-Ann fo, a 
m6i) 6i5in, -An fe>A|AbAf -a itiotuigim t\A6 m-b6it) fe -Ann mo 
Cum-Af -A t>e^t -Ann bu|\ t-At-Aif -Aif tA n-A p^ite. 

XyesnnAtz *Oe -Aif tiuf n-obAif. O •o66^f -A^Atn 50 
m-b^it!) feun -A^uf fon-Af -Aif ^n lomt^n -A^^Mb. 

I^-An^im 50 x>e6 •oe6, 

*Oo t:iOj\, 

s6Amtis rriAe ptiAit)Tn. 



LETTER 

From the Very Rev. E. Colgan, V.G., Baltimore. 

" St. Peter's Churcli, 

848 Hollins-street, 

"Baltimore, Md., 
" May ITtli, 189T. 
. " Rkv. Dear Sir, — ^Having heard from Father CamLon, and 
read in the newspapers a gi'eat deal about the centennial 
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celebration, which will come off at Gartan on the 9th of June, 
I wish, as a priest born in the saint's native county, to say 
that your good Bishop and yourself deserve the thanks not 
only of our people from Donegal, but of every Irish exile, for 
organising this great festival to perpetuate the memory of 
our own Columba, the Dove of the churches, the patron of the 
Irish exile the world over. May God grant that your noble 
efforts to perpetuate the memory of St. Columbkille may be 
crowned with success. 

" Yours very truly in Christ, 

" Edward M/Colgan, V.G. 
Eev. A. M'Xelis, P.P., Termon, Letterkenny." 



LETTER 

From Rev. J. C. Cannon; Adm., Glenswilly, engaged with Father 
M*Fadden in America in collecting for St. Eunan's Cathedral :— 

''St. Peter's, 

" 848 HoUine-street, 

Baltimore, Md., 
''May 4th, 189T. 

" My DeaiR Father M'Nelis, — am very sorry that I 
cannot be present at the Columbian Centennial Celebration 
at Gartan on the 9th June. 

'* It would surely be a real pleasure for me to attend any 
celebration in honor of that great saint who first saw the 
light in Holy Gartan, and is venerated on this side of the 
Atlantic as the * Patron of the Irish exile.' 

Everywhere that I have been in this country, I have 
found amongst the Irish and their descendants the most 
lively devotion to Donegal's exile saint. In most of the 
American dioceses there are beautiful churches dedicated to 
his memory, and all the large cities have their flourishing 
Columbkille Associations. The Columbkille Club of Pliila- 
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delphia is one of the finest organisations of its kind in this 
country. 

" The coming celebration has attracted widespread atten- 
tion and deep interest everywhere throughout the United 
States, and you may be certain that hundreds of thousands 
of Irish Americans will be with you in spirit on the great 
occasion, 

*'The Bight llev. Monsignor M'Colgan, V.G., of this 
Archdiocese, the Nestor of the American priesthood (whose 
guest I am), and who is probably the oldest Donegal bom 
priest living to-day, desires to join me in wishing the cele- 
bration the greaiest success. 

** "With kindest regards, 

I am, my dear Father M'Xelis, 

Yours very sincerely, 

J AMES C. Cannon." 



LETTER 

From the Rev. Hugh M*Dwyer, C.C., GlencolumbkUle. 

" St. Bernard's Rectory, 

" ilount Hope, Xew Jersey, 

May 6th, 1897, 

Dear Father M'^'^eijs — It was with feelings of pleasure, 
I learned that you were about to celebrate the Thirteenth 
Centenary of the death of St. Columbkille in a manner be- 
fitting his greatness. As a Donegal man, and as a missioner 
for some time in the parish named after him— Glencplumb- 
kille — I take a special interest in the celebration. The 
event will not be unmarked in this country either. In all 
the great cities where there are Donegal men, preparations 
are already being made, on an extensive scale, to do honour 
to the memory of our glorious Saint. In New York, there 
is a parish named after him. It was chiefly Columba's 
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fellow-countrymen, exiles like himself, who built the countless 
Catholic churches, schools, and seminaries that everywhere 



From the Very Rev. P. A. O'Doherty, Professor in the Irish College, 
Paris, and formerly President of St. Eunan's Seminary, Letterkenny. He 
writes : — 

51*6 n^t b-puil me -Ann bu|\ me-Af^ m-Af but) rh-Ait tiom, 
ZA me A n-incinn -Aguf a f piojiAT) -Ann buf 5-C|\uinniug'A'6 a c-a 
ct^uinnigte 50 teif a n-onoif Ofcon^ilt -Aguf Coluimcille; 
-Ajuf cuifim mo be-Ann-ACc Cug-Aib o Cot-AifDe n>A n-6i|\e- 
Ann-AC 1 b-p>A|\if . 



ornament the cities and thickly stud the land. 

*' Yours sincerely, 

**HuGH MacDwyerJ 



MESSAGE 



pAI'OtlAIC tIA* 'OOCAtlUAl^. 
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CHAPTER YI. 



See from each clime the learned their incense bring, 
Hear in all tongues consenting paeans ring. — Leo. 

LETTER 
From the New York Gaelic League. 

CtiniAnti tiA gAe-oitje, 

nuA-6 eAbftAc, u.s.-A., 
26tnA^ Ia x>e m\ tiA beAlrAine, 1897. 

'Oo'n AtAif tlt\|VAmA6, 
A AtAf •6ilif , 

In Aintn Cum^inn n-A g^e'Oilse V\uAt> OAt)\iA^c cuit^imit) 

U\t-Ait\. 1. An cfiorh-At) ceut) X)eu^ \.a |?6ite tlx\oifh Coltiim 
Citle. t^ui) |\o-rh-AiC a tuille-A'6 -An c-Ainm "Oite^n nA 
V\Aom -Ajuf nA n-Oll-Atfi te ti-6itMnn >Aif\ pe-At) Aoife Of\T!)A 
nA ti-6A5l>Aife, oi|\ if iUoui-at) nA teige>Anc-A nAOxhtA vo 
X^u^Ai) -Aguf •00 cogbAt) A\\y A Yi'U6z glAif -Alf t:e>A"6 n>A •O-CfM 
S-ceuT) X>\AA'()An c-Af 6if zeA6zA tl-AOirh p^-otvAic ; a6z t)e'n 
loml-An ni fiAib -Aon -aca niof n>Aorht-A, niof teige-Anc>A no 
niof oi|\"6e-Aj\CA 'n-A "oo bi Cottim CiUe 6 |?6in. tout!) nAOtri 
Of cionn nA nAorh e, Att 'f^^ti -Am ceAX>nA but) ti-6ifeAnnA6 
6f cionn nA n-GifeAnnA6 e. Uu^ f6 a teux> gf-^'O -oo T)tiiA 
tr\A\i t)ti"6 Coif, aCc tu5 fe An t)AfA gfA'O gAn foinn 'oo'n 
cif Aluinn in a f ugAt) e A^uf in nA'f feux) f e a (iomnui'oe 
X)o -teunAth ; 6if finne f e -oibifceA^: 50 coilceAnA(i •oe f 6in 
Cum CfeiT)irh CfiofD "oo fjApA-O imeAfs nA n-'OAOineA"6 
m-t)oct Ainbfriof A(i t)0 ttiAif 1 n-'oofCA'OAf pasauaCca inf nA 
ciftib CorhgAfACA. Acc Ai|A f eA"6 A beAtA fA'OA imeAfs nA 
5-coi5CfigeAC bi A 6f oi"6e in 6if inn te nA-rhuincif f em, Aguf 
^'bu"6 rhof nA t)e6fA in a fuit guifm ^nuAif t)^iompuig fe a 
f A'OAfc 6um oileAin Atuin a di^e/' 
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til ti-ion5n-A"6 e 50 "o-cus-Atin ClAnn n-g^o'O-At 6ndif 
A^tif u|\|VAini "o* xMtim -A5«f "oo ctiitTine •oilif An tiAOirh tfi6i|\ 
A^tif An OltAirh teige>Anc>A fe6. go ti-^^iifigte if fo-oife-Arhn^A^ 

c-Atrh-An beAnntngte fin in a f ugAt!) Agtif in -Af oitiseAt) |\etilc 
nAomt-ACCA -Agtif f6gtunit-A n>A ti-BAgtAife 6ifeAnn-Aige, 
A^uf CfiofDuigteoiffOe n^ li-eof\pA, cf! eeut) t)eu5 t?liA- 
'OAin 6 f oin. 

XXCC ^^^6 suf 5eineA"6 Cotum CiUe ime-Afs fl^ibce-A-O 
fiA-OAin -3^liain 'Ouin n^ n-^Atl, -A^uf 5i"6 5Uf f Aotfing fe 
m6f\-euiT) •o^A f AOgAt Aif oil^An lom UAisncA^ lonA, f 6f ni't 
A CAit ceAnsAitce -oo'n •oa t>A\X CAltiiAn fin ArhAin. If teif 
An 'oorhAn m6f CfiofOArhAit a 6lu, 6if ni't^Aon cif\ Aif 
"Ofuim nA cftnnne a n-'oiu nA'f\ cuifeAt) CfeiT)eArh CfiofD 
Aif bun nA6 b-fuil An Cfei"oeArh fin -d'a CotugAT) te •oeif- 
ciobAtAib ^5tif te corirotitiiAfAciAit) tlAOirh Coltnm Cilte 
innci. ITlAf ■oeAfvbA'O Aif fin b^i^O lo-ObAifC A-ofArhAit An 
Aiffinn coifbifte ai|\ a fon in lomA-o ceAmpAlt Aif fux) 
f Aipfinge nA ni6>ftife feo Aif An nAOttiA-o Ia tTleicirh ; A^uf 
Aijt An lA ceA'onA fin nuAif a ca fibfe 1 n-^AfCAn, aic a 
bfeite, A5 offAit fUAf Aiffinn rh6if\ A^uf A5 CAttAifC motCA 
A^uf 5t6ife X)6 'f^ti c-f eAn-gAe'bitis ux) t)o tAbAif An tlAorh 
6 f 6in A5Uf niAf fSfiob Agiif in Af feinn fv6 a CAincici'Oe 
mitfe t)o*OtiiA,t)ei'6 corhAlCA An CumAinn f eo -j Af s-CAifoe 
Cftnnnigte in Af mitcib f An ti-AttA if mo inf An 5-CAtAif 
feo, cfi mite mite 1 5-ceim UAibfe, A5 eifceACC te Ii-6a5- 
tAif eA(i foteigeAncA -oe p6if nA n-5Aot)At (gi-O nA<i b-fACA 
fe CAtAtTi nA ti-6ifeAnn AfiArh) A5 cfA^c 50 tiomtA tinn ai|\ 

(ifAbA^C A^tlf Alf tlOftAfhtA^C CtlOtUim Citte, A^Uf AS 

CAifbeAnc nA mei-oe -oo finne f6 Aif fon CfiofouigeA^CA 
nA li-6of PA. ITlAf fin t)e. 51*6 ^uf f at)A 1 5-c6in AUAmAOi-o, 
5An vot6AX' A5 m6fAn A^Ainn b-peicpmiT) • '^6ife nA 
SfutAn " 50 X)e6 Af if , ua Af 5-cf oi-Ote lib in 5A6 ni"6 a 
bAineAf te on6if A^tif te ctu nA n-5Aot)At. 
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$o 'o-cu5-Ai'6 'Oi-A, cfe e^"o-Af\§tii'<)e Ctioluim Cilte in 
AomfeAtz te pS\x)\^eAC:A^X> a Ctoinne •oilfe -Aif\ puT) -An 
-oottiAin Aif An 6cS\'o feo, fiotC-Ain, f AOiffe -Aguf fon-Af g-An 
moilt 'o^-Af m-At>Aif\ boKiT), 6it\e ! 
1f finn-ne, -a At-Af •bilif, -Aif fon Cum-Ainn n-A S^e-Oilge 
t)ut\ feitxbifige tlttil-A, 

6. U. ttl-AC Cfiofc>Arh>Ail,'tlA<i'o-AtvAn. 
pi>AfiAf •oe Cenc, te-Af-tlAC'O-Af-^n. 
tjaiMm tiA t)Aitb, tlunAife. 
p^-OfiAic tiA tDpoin, fe-Ati-eASOifi. 



LETTER 

From the Rev. Michael P. Hickey, D.D., M.R.I.A., F.R.S.A.I., Pro- 
fessor of Irish in St. Patrick's College, Maynooth : — 

ColAipoe nAoim pAt)|tAi5, 

6 beulreitie, 1897. 

a\ ctiigeAf\n>A 6Aft)05, 

1 bpiof 'OAttif-A 50 mbeit!) peif ni6|\ |\iAg-Atr-A -As-Ait) in 
on6i|\ tl-Aoirh ColumciUe inf -An aic in Af\ ftis-At) e >Aif\ An 
nAorhA'6 Ia 'oo'n rhi-feo. IDa-O rhAit liomfA beiC i"o' froCAif^ 
Aguf 1 b-fro^Aif •00 rhtnncitxe ai|\ An ocai-o fin ; aCc, mo 
CfxeAO: A'f mo 6Af, ni ti^ liom belt Af An gColAifce An c-Am 
foin. A6c c6 nA6 |:6it)1|\ tiom belt in bu|\ meAfs 5^ 
fof AicfionAt, If fiof6innce e 50 ciubf ai^O me cuAifc Aisne 
Aguf fmuAince Af gleAnncAib A^iif Af fleibcib 'Oliuin- 
nA-n^Alt An tA ii-o. Hi frtnl nAorh if m6 -o'Af •o-cif A'f -o^Af 
^cineAt:) no if Aoifoe Anoif 1 fiogACc nA bpiAiteAf, ^t\S 
Columcitte. X)o b'e An cifgf A-Ouigteoif if m6 6 "oa fusAT:) 
AfiAfh Af CAlAtti nA ti^ifeAnn. tDio-O a fiAT&nitife Af fin 50 
mbiot!) fe A5 -oeunArh gnAt^uirhnigte Af a tif 'btitCAif Ajtif 
Af A rhtnncif f 6in Aguf A5 f lof (itii'oitigAi!) leo, lAf n-imteu6C 
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•06 tiAlbAin, >A5tif sufb' f-At\tfiinic "oo t>\o-6 a fuile 
lompuigte -Af fiijAinn c-A|a f fut n-A m^oite f i^t^ 6'n -^ic a 
luib fe *n-A (iorhntiit)e ^n^ '()\X)\\iteA6 le^tx. g^"'^^'^^* 5^^ 
.Aoncuig f6 le coit 5-An a eAf-A-O 50 ti-6it\intT A\y tre-A-O <\ 
f^AogAit, b-A rhinic e -A5 fite-A-O nT)e6|\ •00 -be-Afs^Mb -a 
rS-Aft-A 6 n-^ tif >A5Uf 6 n-A rhuincif •bltif pein. t)>A rh6t\ 
lon^xxncAt -A S^aS-O -Aguf a rheAf, c-Afx -a Cionnfoin, Af\ 
•oce>An54M"6 rhilif UAf-At A|\f AfOe 5-Ae"6il5e, -Aguf •00 X>a rho|\ 
5An -AfhfiAf -A ^t^A-O ct^oi-Oe -o^ m-befOe-At!) -a fiof ^150 50 
ft-puTge^'O f 1 t)Af 50 -oeC 1 -ocif Ction^iU n6 |:6f >a|\ put) n-A 
cipe feo iiile -00 5|iA"6uig f6 te n-A tAn-6t^oit)e. 5^ triAifi'O 
f\ 001*666, -A^uf 50 mAij\i"6, teif, n-A •OAOine aza veuriAm 
A n-oitCitt A|\ A fon, CIA ACA in 6ij\inn no cAf\ leAf 'nA 
Scorhnui-be iat) ! 5^ n-eijAgi-O tibfe 50 teit\ Aguf te buj\ 

fAOtAtA. ttllfe, A UtllSeAt^nA BAfbO^, -OO (iAj\A AgUf t)0 

feii^bifeAt 50 buAn. 

miteAt p. tiA li1ceA"6A, 
Oi-oe S^^'^^itse. 

t)o'n 'Ootcuif t^o-Oipbi-oneA^ 

pA-ojAAis tiA 'OorhnAitt, 

6Aft)05 tlAtA-t)0t. 



LETTER 

I'rom the Rev. James C. MacGinley, Dean, St. Patrick's College, May- 
nooth, a native of the Diocese of Raphoe : — 

CotAlfOe nAOItTJ ^A"0|1A1C, 

niA^-nviA-OAIC, 

An 7A-6 tA -oe 'n ttli meA"6on, 1897. 

A AtAifx -bilif, 

t)u"6 itiAit liom A belt a n-g^T^c^n 'Oia CeA-OAOine fo 
^tijAinn, 'nuAif a bei'6eAf "OAOine Clomne-ConAiU — CAij\- 
tieAlA^, OAfpo^, fA5Ai|Au, Aguf pot)Al 1 n-AoinfeA^c le 
li-onoi|i A tAbAifxc t)o Columcille ftiSAt) 6. 



Digitized by 



78 



A6z Ob-Alt^ A^^m te T)e-An^'6 ^nn f6, ^suf c^Mtpt) me 

1f be-Atinuigte An ^Sic J^P'^^^ -Aicit) ti-A li-6i|\e-Ann o'n 
fin -A 6onA|\c >Af\ 11-Aorh >An fotuf >Ann >Aif\ "o-cuf . 

t)u1•6eA^<^>Af '06 "OU, nio|\ Uifcon-Aitt -AfUrh An ct^ei- 

*oeArh A AIC1 6 tAetib Cotuimcitle. t)i beAnnAtc An 
tlAOitii uiffM A 5-c6rhntii'6e X)'S coirheuT) fAOf 6 5A(i bAO^At. 

1f c6if\ •oiJinn, mAf fin, onoif , A^uf st^A-b, A^uf t)tii'6eA<iAf 
A tAbAifC t)6 Aif\ An t-A 5t6|\rhAf\ f o. 

50 fVAib t)eAnnA(ic 'Oe A^iif ITltiife, Pa-o^aic, Aguf Cottnm- 
citle Aif Uit\conAitt 50 bfVAt. 

If mife, A AtAif "Oitif, 
'Oo ^AfA-O, 

seAtntis c. niAccinnfrAetAit). 



A message was also read from Mr. George M^Ghee, Chair- 
man of tlie Donegal Reunion Committee in Glasgow. He 
had been deputed by that patriotic body to represent 
them at Oartan, and had made all arrangements to travel. 
An unforeseen occuiTence obliged him. most reluctantly to re^ 
main. The Most Rev. Chairman paid the warmest compli- 
ments to the Donegal Reunion Committee and their esteemed 
chairman for their well-known and constant devotedness 
to the religious and material interests of the Diocese of 
Raphoe. 

The following extracts from the address he had intended to 
deliver, will interest our readers : — 

" Unworthy representative though I be, I am one of those 
Donegal men who have found a home in the beautiful land 
across the channel, which, while time lasts, will remain so 
gloriously identified with the life and labours of him the 
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thirteen Imndretli anniversary of whose death affords us the 
opportunity of meeting here to-day, and of offering to 
Almighty God our heartfelt thanks for the special privilege 
he has conferred upon our county in ordaining that his 
birthplace should be amongst the shadows of these hills, and 
that Donegal should share with lonely lona the memories 
and the glories of St. Columba, 

" To speak of his labours and their enduring results 
woiJd, to any assembly of Catholics acquainted with the 
Church History of these islands, be a waste of time and 
words. St. Columba had christianised the West of Scot- 
land, long before St Augustine had landed in England, and 
he would be a cold Catholic and an unpatriotic Scotsman 
who could traverse the land of Scotland and contemplate 
the ruined temples of Elgin, of Melrose, of Jedburgh, 
of Kelso, of St. Andrew's, of Dunfermline, of Glasgow, 
or of HoljTOod, and remain unmoved in the shade 
of their ivied ruins. In the silent eloquence of their deso- 
lation, these grey walls reproach us with our want of enthu- 
siasm for the glory of God, and of thankfulness for the gift of 
holy faith, and remind us of our responsibility to do all in 
our power to hasten the day when the separated ones around 
us in the lovely land of Scotland, humbly striving after truth, 
may return to the fold of holy church, and to the faith of 
which they were robbed in the sixteenth century by the 
vanity, the selfishness, and the personal ambitions of evil men. 

'* Thank God, evidences of the progress of Catholicity in 
Scotland are not wanting. While I speak, the Protestants 
there have at this moment entered into competition with 
their Catholic countrymen in their desire to venerate the 
memory and work of St. Columba, and may it not be in the 
providence of God that he who from the cloisters of lona 
shed the light of Faith thirteen hundred years ago upon the 
Scottish people, may, by his pleadings with the Sacred Heart 
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*Ti Heaven to-day, hasten the time when, from Idna to "St. 
Andrew's, the Holy Sacrifice will be again the possession of 
the Scottish people, and the Holy name of Mary invoked 
again by her children amid her straths and glens. ^ 

" My Lords and Gentlemen, I would not be discharging 
my obligations here to-day did I fail to pay a tribute of vene- 
ration to the memory of the brave men of our own county, 
and from other parts of Ireland, who in the latter end of 
the last century, and the early years of this one in the dis^ 
ponsations of Providence, and following, so to speak, but 
from different motives, and from circumstances I need not 
detail, the footsteps of St. Columba, became voluntary exiles 
to Scotland and settling themselves particularly along the 
valley of the Clyde became in their own persons Apostles of 
the I'aith- Of the goods of this world they had none; Their 
only possessions were their Holy Faith, and their intense love 
of the land that bore them. From their advent may justly be 
dated the redawn of Catholicity in Scotland, and of open 
and avowed adhesion to the See of Rome." 
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CHAPTER VII. 



A noble temper dost thou show in this ; 

And great affection? wrestHnfj in thy bosom 

Do make an earthquake of nobility. — Shakespeare. 

ADDRESS 

Of the Rev. John Boyle, C.C., Ardaghey, Inver : — 

ily Lord Cardinal, My Lord, Rev. Gentlemen, and 
Friends, — ^After the interesting and eloquent discourse we 
have heard from Father M'Nelis there does not seem to be 
much left for me to add; but happily, St. Columba's char- 
acter is made up of varied and many-sided elements, and 
affords to his admirers a large field for interesting retrospec - 
tion and review. St. Columba lived in Ireland in an age of 
intense intellectual and supernatural development. Compe- 
tent authorities tell us, that Ireland during his age, and for 
many succeeding centuries, enjoyed a degree of culture 
approaching that of Greece under Pericles or Rome under 
Augustus. That St. Columba occupied a conspicuous place 
among his holy and learned contemporaries is undisputed ; 
indeed, he is regarded as the most illustrious of them. For 
his countr^Tnen, St. Columba's career is one of absorbing in- 
terest, and though thirteen centuries separ^.te him from us, 
still his figure stands out luminous and fascinating against 
the ever-deepening background of time, and, as the passions 
and prejudices that surround that early Christian period sub- 
side and decline, the meaning and motive and purpose of that 
great saint's life becomes clearer, holier, and bolder. Of 
this we have an evidence in the imposing ceremonies of to- 
day, presided over as they have been by our illustrious Car- 
dinal- -who, by a strange coincidence was schooled in the very 
village where Columba spent his boyhood — assisted by our 

F 
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own Bishop, through whose veins courses the blood of the 
Uy Niall. St Columba was a holy and a learned man, but as 
I have said, we had hosts of holy and learned men in his day 
in Ireland, who, in the monastic cells of Durrow and Derr)^ 
of Clonard and Clonmacnoise, blended together harmoniously 
in their persons the highest devotion to (jod, and the truest 
devotion to the sacred cause of learning and truth. But what 
gives St. Columba a special claim to our reverence and love 
is the strange and peculiar nature of bis character and 
career, with his princely ancestry, as a scion of the royal race 
of Niall the Great, and as such qualified to rule one day not 
oiJy over his own Cinel Conal but even to be elected High 
King of Ireland. To this is added the rare charm of his 
brilliant gifts and accomplislinients. From a purely literary 
point of view, St. Columba was perhaps the most accomplished 
ecclesiastic of his day. His education embraces the various 
dialects of Gaelic, Latin, Greek, and perhaps, Hebrew. In 
Gaelic poetry and music he was highly proficient, as is evi- 
denced by the fragments of his verse that have come down 
to us. In all the Celtic arts, crafts, and industries, he was 
seinguiarl\- eminent. Then, his striking personality. His 
biographers describe him as athletic in body, beautiful as an 
angel, graceful in bearing, possessed of a voice and a golden 
eloquence which were regarded as miraculous, and before 
which the opposition of kings and princes was often silenced 
into subjection. Another feature in his career w^hich has 
drawn the hearts of his countrymen to him was his exile 
and the pathetic outpouring of his soul in plaintive verse as 
the *' great tears fall from his grey eyes towards Ireland." 
To the&e attractive natural characteristics must be added a 
deep religious fervour, a soul filled from his childhood with 
consuming zeal for the extension of the Kingdom of his 
Divine Master, practising a mortification and a devotion to 
prayer which excited the admiration and sometimes the 
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alarm of hi& di&ciples. These were the charms of this great 
Saint's life, and explain the commanding influence he exer- 
cised among kings and princes and prelates — an influence 
which was to some extent transmitted to his successors, and 
exercised by them for centuries after his death. Our country- 
men in many cities of the United States have formed associa- 
tions under our great Saint's patronage. It seemed highly 
appropriate that the Irish exiles should select for their patron 
him who was himself an exile from Erin, and who in his per- 
son reflects the highest and truest aspirations of the Irish 
character. For after all St. Columba was an Irishman, an 
ideal Irishman. He had all the enthusiasm, fervour, and 
fire, and, if I may be permitted to say it, a little of the im- 
petuosity of our Celtic nature; of every struggling and 
righteous cause he was the unflinching defender, and was, per- 
haps, like the Prince of the Apostles, at times a little prone 
to draw the swoird to punish the wrongdoer. Whether we 
are to regard him as always the dove, or whether we are to 
find in liis character evidences of en'ors of judgment belongs 
to the domain of debate, for which there is no place in the 
joyous associations of this day. Indeed, I think that a con- 
troversy that has outlived the researches of 0' Donovan and 
Keating and Lanigan, and in our own day of such an accom- 
plished scholar as Dr. Healy, must, at least for our day, be left 
an open question. But, looking over the matter, I confess 
there does seem strong circumstantial probability in the tra- 
dition that assigns to the battle of Cuil Dreimnie a deciding 
element in shaping the destiny and future of this great apostle. 
If we admit he erred, has he not shown us, with rare Christian 
courage and fortitude, how errors are to be atoned for ? To 
recall the life and virtues of such a one is a holy and patri- 
otic action. We read in the autobiography of an eminent 
Catholic lady of an advice given her once by the poet Long- , 
fellow. He told her she was each day to read some beautiful 
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poem, visit some beautiful object of nature, or study some 
painting of art, that in this way she might acquire and main- 
tain tnie elevation of soul and character. What study is 
bettor calculated to develop the nobler ])art: of man than the 
study of the life and character of St. Columba ? It will give 
us higher aims in life, higher ideals, higher ambitions. 
It will show VLf^ that the truest service and the best is the 
service of God, and it shows us also that the truest service to 
God can be united in the one person with the highest ideal of 
patriotism, that religion and patriotism are twin sisters, and 
sliould not be divorced. Ever^T- fibre of St. Columba' s body 
was moved by unselfish devotion to faith, every accent of 
his tongue lisped the undying love of fatherland. Whether 
this country is ever destined to attain the position she occu- 
pied in her golden period, or whether, like the swan, we are 
destined to sing the melancholy dirge of expiring national 
life, no matter which, there is one thing left us of which our 
enomies cannot rob us, and that is, that we can call forth from 
the annals of our countrj' a roll of illustrious men whose 
glorious labours and whose evangelising conquests at home 
and abroad ai-e the theme of never-dying praise and lauda- 
tion. May their memories be kept green in our souls, and 
may they lead us on to higher and better things. 
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SECTION IV. 
CHAPTER 1. 




O, ask me not! At mingtrel string 
My heart from infancy would spring, 
Nor can 1 Iiear its simplest strain 
But it brings Erin's dream again. — Scott. 



N hour's interval was here allowed for 
luncheon and for paying a visit to the 
admirably preserved walls of Columba's 
ancient church in the immediate neigh- 
bourhood. The charming scenery, too, 
afforded a delightful treat. 
The second part of the day's proceedings opened with a 
song by Eev. P. Logue, P.P., Kilcar, who rendered, with 
magnificent voice and telling effect, Dr. MacHale's Irish 
translation of The Harp that once through Tara's 
Halls." Then followed the Address by the Kev. P. Daly, 
P.P., Ballintra:— 

iXo words can more concisely convey or express the wonder- 
ful gifts and attainments of Columba than the prophetic 
words uttered by St. Patrick, when on the banks of the Erne 
at Bally shannon. With hands spread on the head of Fergus, 
the grandfather of our saint, and imparting, with great 
solemnity and devotion, his blessing, he said — "From your 
seed shall be born a son of benediction, who shall 
be enriched with treasures of knowledge and wisdom, and lie 
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shall be a prophet of the Most High — a burning and a shin- 
ing light — and never will a deliberate lie proceed from his 
Hps." 

The result of his labours in Scotland was the conversion 
to Christianity of pagan tribes, and the civilisation of the 
tnde and barbarous races. The most genial summer, that 
ever the mountains and glens of Caledonia experienced, 
never effected such a change in their bleak and barren ap- 
f)earance, as did the grace of God, through the benign 
presence and preaching of the Saint, in the once hardened and 
darkened hearts of their inhabitants. Truly had the vision 
his Holy Mother saw before his birth now become a thing 
of real life — the veil, covered with flowers of wonderful beauty 
was now carried over woods, plains, lakes, seas and moun- 
tains. Thousands upon thousands were clad with the 
nuptial garb to meet the bridegroom, and the flowers of in- 
nocjence, virtue and purity bloomed in his footsteps wherever 
he went. The angel's words, too, are verified — " The son had 
blossomed for Heaven, ho was reckoned among the prophets 
of God, and he had led numberless souls to Heaven." 

But whilst the great Saint was transforming the wilder- 
ness of paganism in Scotland into a vineyard of the Lord, he 
was not unmindful of himself. And though his life was 
so holy and pleasing in the sight of Heaven that the power 
of working miracles, as well as the gift of prophecy, was 
bestowed on him, still we find him following the example 
and making use of the words of St Paul, chastising his body 
lest w^jiilst he preached to others he himself might be a cast- 
away — " Though my devotion is delightful," said he, " I sit 
in a chair of glass, for I am fleshly and often frail." 

His austerities were most extreme. He slept on the bare 
iground with a stone for a pillow, and tlie skin of some ani- 
imal for a blanket. He rose three times during the night 
to pray, and often scourged himself, even to the scoring of his 
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flesh, in atonement for his sins. His food was of the simplest 
kind. He lived exclusively on bread, water and vege- 
tables, the vegetables being occasionally nettles. He ab- 
stained from fl.esh meat, and, like another St. John the Bap- 
tist, never took any strong drink, even wine. He was never 
idle, for when not engaged in labour with his monks he was 
continually making copies of the Sacred Scriptures — 300 
copies of the Gospels alone being attributed to him. 

A life so holy ends in a death tbe most touching, edifying 
and saintly. He had not only a presentiment, but a fore- 
Imowledge, that the end was near. Even the very day was 
known to him. " This day " (Saturday), said he to his faith- 
ful attendant, " is called in Scripture the Sabbath, or rest, 
and wdU also be tbe Sabbath of my labours, for on this coming 
Sunday nigbt, I will, in the words of Scripture, be gathered 
to my fathers. My Lord Jesus has deigned to invite me, and 
at midnight I shall depart in obedience to this summons." 

Thou weepest, dear Diarmott, but console thyself, it is my 
Lord Jesus Christ who invit<?s me. It is Ho who bas revealed 
to methat my summons will come to-night." Still at labour 
and doing the work of God to the last, he continued tran- 
scribing the Psalms of David, and was engaged at the 33rd 
Psalm, when his strength gave way. The last words he 
wrote — " Those who seek the Lord shall not be deprived of 
any good "—are full of significant meaning to us. Though, 
tbey are the words of the Royal Psalmist, they seem to convey 
in writing the last message, the last counsel, the last pro- 
phetic utterance, of our great saint to his spiritual children. 
But, although he was able to write no more, he struggled to 
attend evening devotions in the Church. Returning to his 
cell, he sat on the bare stone that was for him both bed and 
pillow. To his only companion, for delivery to the com- 
munity, he addressed tbe last words he ever spoke — " Dear 
Children, this is what I command with my last words — let 
peace and charity, a charity mutual and sincere, reign always 
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amongst you. If you act thus, following the example of 
the Saints, God, who strengthens the just, will help you 
and I, who shall be near Him, will intercede on your behalf, 
and 3'ou shall obtain from Him, not only all the necessities of 
the present life in suflScient quantity, but, still more, the re- 
wards of Eternal Life reserved for those who keep His Law." 
But his last visit to our Divine Lord in the tabernacle had 
yet to be made. When the midnight bell rang for Matins, 
Columba was the first to enter the Church. Though it was 
not then lighted, the faithful attendant who followed him 
saw it filled with a bright heavenly light. Others, top, saw 
it, but on their near approach to the Saint it disappeared. 
Searching in the dark, the attendant found him stretched 
before the altar: He raised him up, laid his head on his 
breast, and when lights were brought, all saw he was dying. 
But before his spirit fled, raising his eyes towards heaven, he 
looked about him on both sides. His face was. full of a won- 
drous, heavenly joy, as if looking at angels. His right hand 
was raised by the attendaiit, himself giving what assistance 
he could, and h aving imparted his last blessing, he calmly ex 
pired on the 7th June, 597 His face, we are told, detained 
long after death its ruddy appearance, and seemed calm and 
rejoiced hj the visioii of angels, more resembling that of a 
man asleep than of one dead. His death was made known 
miraculoTisly in more than one place in Ireland; for St. 
Eman, in his monastery in Drimholme, saw at the yery hour 
of his death the Isle of lona, where he himself had never 
been, flooded with miraculous light, and an immense host of 
shining angels filling the air with heavenly music, and pro- 
ceeding to bear away the soul of the great missionary ; and 
on the banks of the river Einn, at the same moment, holy 
monks, whilst fishing at night, saw the sky lighted up by a 
pillar of file, which rose from the earth to the highest 
heaven, lighting up the country all round with the bright- 
ness of th^ noonday sun. 
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"No wonder such a man lias been regarded as a great saint, 
since lieaven itself may be truly said to Lave testified to his 
sanctity. And if sanctity^ as a >great and holy writer says, 
can be acquired by doing our ordinary mictions extraordinarily 
well, how great must be its degree in him, who performed 
not merely ordinary actions, but extraordinary ones, ex- 
traordinarily well. 

It has been said of him that his exile from his native land, 
and his labours amongst the pagans in Scotland, were en- 
joined on him as penance for inciting his kindred to engage 
in a bloody battle in which many were slain. Even were 
this true — and his sainted biographer gives no countenance to 
it— - still might we say of him — Oh, thrice fortunate the f atdt 
that was the occasion of gaining so many souls to God, and 
to which a whole nation was indebted for its conversion. 
And if it were in atonement for his sin, may God give us the 
grace to atone as satisfactorily for ours as he did. May we 
always in dangers and difficulties implore his intercession in 
heaven who was so willing on earth to assist those who had 
recourse to him, and may his sainted name and his powerful 
intercession bo always invoked as they have been, in union 
with those of St. Patrick and St. Brigit. to obtain from the 
fount of mercy the graces we, their Irish children, require 
to save our souls here^ and enjoy with them the glory and 
happiness of heaven hereafter. 
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CHAPTER 11. 



Love thou thy land with love far-brought 
From out the storied Past and used 
Within the present, but transfused 

Through future time, by power of thought — Tennyson. 

ADDRESS 

By Mr. Jerome Boyce, Co. Delegate, Donegal : — 

My Lord Cardinal, My Lord Bishop, Eight Eev. and 
Rev. Fathers and Gentlemen — From all we have ever read, 
and from the knowledge we have obtained to-day through 
the able and eloquent speeches which have been delivered, we 
must come to the conclusion that the virtue of patriotism 
was not the least of the many great virtues which adorned the 
sacrod character of St. Columba. His attendance at the 
great Parliament of Drumceat, under difficulties which might 
well excuse attendance there, would be alone sufficient evi- 
dence of this. And we have very positive confirmation of 
his intense love for his native country as expressed by him- 
self in that beautiful poem where he jays 

*' O, would to God I were in Derry, 

Or laid in Gartau's native clay, 
Or in my ancient cell in Tory, 

Surrounded by the Atlantic sea." 

I might adduce many incidents in his life, if it were neces- 
sary, in order to prove his active and sterling patriotism, but 
to an Irish and a Catholic audience assembled in his native 
Gartan, I consider it unnecessary. Looking back on the 
troubled and chequered history of our country from the 
earliest ages to the present, we find that the religious zeal, 
the love of learning, and the sterling patriotism which distin- 
guished Saint Columba, has never deserted this old land of 
Tyrconnell, and, please God, never shall. Ages of religious 
persecution, confiscation, and tyranny, and all the concomitant 
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lioiTors whicli tlie rule of the stranger has inflicted on our 
unhappy country, liave failed to sever our warm attachment 
to the faith of St. Patrick and St. Columba, as it has failed 
to quo;nch the fire of patriotism and of Nationality, which has 
descended to us from our patriotic forefathers, the faithful 
clansmen of Tyrconnell, who in the past sealed with their 
blood their attachment to faith and fatherland. Yes, Done- 
gal has ever acted a noble part and maintained an 
enviable position in its fight against the enemy and 
invader, and we are truly proud of it; and it must, I 
think, be admitted that it is a laudable pride, when it is 
considered that in St. Columba it has given birfch to the 
greatest saint of the Irish race, and, in the Four Masters, to 
the greatest annalists that ever Ireland has produced, and 
in Godfrey and dauntless Red Hugh O'JDonnell, the bravest 
warriors that ever drew sword in defence of Ireland. These 
are indeed names to be proud of — these ore names that will 
ever aroiise the religious zeal and active living patriotism of 
the men of Donegal. And as long as these grand old moun- 
tains are reflected in the placid waters of Lough Yeagh, so 
long shall the memory of Saint Columba be revered and 
venerated, and his prayers invoked by the Irish Catholics, 
and so long will the sacred soil of Gartan and Kilmacrenan 
be dear to the Irish heart. And as long as the tidal waters 
of Donegal Bay ripple in melancholy cadence like the wail- 
ing of the banshee round the Abbey of the Four Masters, 
so long will the noble and unselfish patriotism of those great 
s(»holars be remembered, honoured, and revered. Nor will 
the noble and illustrious dead who have found a resting place 
among the ruins of that famous abbey by the sea be soon 
forgotten. There in unmarked and unknown graves sleep 
its noble and generous founder — ^Hugh O'Donnell, and his 
^. irtuous and accomplished consort, the Lady Nuala — ^besides 
many of the royal race of Conn, and also the Four Masters 
themselves, there to await the general resurrection. And^ 
within gunshot of that old abbey by the sea stands the mag- 
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nificent ruins of Donegal Castle, once the proud fortress of 
tlie O'Donnells, now lonely and forsaken, its chambers the 
retreat of birds that mistake its galleries for the recesses of 
the mouD tains, but tradition tells us that there within those 
hoary walJs amidst the rejoicings of the great Clan Connell, 
the child of prophecy, the dauntless and undaunted Hugh 
Roe O'Donnell, first saw the light of day. 



"And oft beneath those hoary walla Tyrconneira warriors stood, 
Ready for homes and altars free to shed then: hearts' best blood ; 
Thence marched they oft a willing host to battles' rudest shock, 
With closed up ranks, immovable, a living wall of rock." 

When thinking over these times and of the gallant and fear- 
less men who made such a noble stand for the freedom of 
our country, we sometimes ask ourselves, in the words of 
Moore, " How hands so vile coidd conquer hearts so brave," 
and frcm the depths of the grave comes the answer — Dissen- 
sion and disunion amongst the Irish people wrought theii* 
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downfall. Tliey were brave, but they were disunited. Must 
it bo ever thus ? I have mentioned only a few of the many 
hallowed and historic spots which are scattered over Donegal, 
and are to be found in almost everv^ parish from Abbey Assa- 
roe, at Baliyshannon, to Royal Aileach, in Inishowen, and 
which speak to us in silent but impressive language of a 
great and glorious past, and that are well calculated to keep 
green in our souls the imperishable faith of our forefathers, 
and that lofty and aspiring patriotism which has never de- 
serted this old land of Tyrconnell. Nor have I mentioned 
more than a few of the saints, the patriots, and the scholars 
whose names shed a glorious lustre around Donegal. But we 
have amongst us here to-day two of its most worthy and ex- 
alted sons, who nobly maintain the proud traditions of their 
race. Yes, the names of his Eminence (Cardinal Logue and 
the Most Rev. Dr. O'Donnell will go down to posterity and 
add another link to the chain of renowned scions of thei 
Cinel Conal, that shed an unfading lustre on this grand old 
land. 
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Interior, Donegal Abbey. 
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CHAPTER III. 



All the glories of old Erin with her liberty have gone, 

Yet their halo lingered round her, while her olden Tongue lived on ; 

For 'mid the desert of her woe, a monument more vast 

lhan all her pillar-towers it stood— that old Tongue of the Past. 

—Rev. M. Mullix. 



POEM 

By Rev. J. J. O'Donnell, St. Columba's School, Killybegs 
lAoiT)!! Ann onoiR clioUim cille. 

Cv\ 5ut btto-OAriiAil Chitt-Chotu\ill 50 h-v\luin Atroiuj, 

miit^^lA-o 'n ttiac-aIIa 50 li-A|fo p 5^ nuj ; 
'S cleittij 'tiA 5-c6ifn't) 50 ^AjtrAti a' r|tiAlt 

'O bAllClb t1-A COTTOAe 50 ppAf 'f 50 flAl. 

Ca 'n pobAl 50 cttAibceAC A5 U|tnui5 sleAtin, 
'S 5An pAf5AX) An fjAclAtin pein cutttoac a 5-ceAnn : 
Cv\ tiA r^^5A1tt^ niAic 061^15 Y An c-Aipttionn -oo t^v\T> 
aM^ aIuoih An-fjiAtiiAl le jto-beA^Ati PS-^^- 

Ta ClAtin ClionAill 50 ceimeAiiiAil r 50 r|teiinmAtt Ann 
le ppionnp A Ajt x)-reAmpolt f ^'SeApn* eAfboc Rac X)ot : 
TAbAittc buiT)eA,cAp "5ur aIcu^a-o do "OhiA rii6|\ ^Ati tVioitU 
Aift fon nA n^UvVpA -oo pponn Se Ai|t nvVotVi Choliim Cill'. 

tlAoiii Colum 5An Atiittup A p 5-coluniAn pein. 
Uu^Av Aip An leic po rv\ ceirpe ceu-o -06115 bliA-oAin : 
niAc pei-olimix) '5up ^irne o n puil uApAt ut* taII, 
SluH \> ClK\rv\ip tilop v\5up nivvll nA nAoi n5eAll. 

SeAn CpuirnevU An -oilip t up uip^e Aip a ceAnn, 

'S An Ainm nA Upionoi-o' ^Uvn peACAX) nA peAnn, 

•^up bAtp-o v\n nAotn -ouinn ip mo, bAipT>eA-6 n eipmn ApiAm 

1 miopbuilrib, 1 nsp^p-^ "P -^'^ eipeAC-o a ^niom. 
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Killybegs Harbour. 




St. Columba's Marine School, Killybegs. 
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Ca 'n u-iomttA-o 50 coicceAtin 5U|t a\\\ fsoit A15 ITIA5 t)il', 
^ bAifoeA-6 -00 ceA-o via\\\ ah CotumAti Cill*; 
no 5tJ|t CttiTTitAti bu-6 Aitim -oo f a ri|t f-Aije pein 
|:a 5hA|tuAn An "OtibjlAife 'f pA Chillib-tTlhic-neiti'. 

tlAc lom-oA f m Aic a b-puit to|t5 a Iaitti, 

ITIullAC f leibteA-6 puA|t fi'oncAC 'juf jleAnncAin 5Ati -oaitti ; 

oileAn lom uAisncAC pAoi euj-puAim tiA ■o-ronn, 
peuc A clo5-ceAc ritom-toicijt' 'f a teAtnpott jati bonn. 

t)ux) e TTiUn A belt ^-corritiui-oe A15 uitnuij' no fst^iob, 

no ueA5Ar5 nA b|tAic|te a b-f ojlwim nA nAorn ; 

-A' feinm nA SAitm te tuAc-ceot nA n-ewn, 

no '5 opnujAT) nA Soifseil le nA tnAijifoiit-lAitri pein. 

pAUftun luct) po^tuim, CA|tAi-o -oi'lif nA m-bA|fo, 
te lAijce neATTi-loc-oAC, te jut mitif, A|t"o; 
ptcA-OAit fe Y t>«Ai-6' fe a b-pA|foun 6'n 1^15, 
Ci-o 5U|t t|iom -ooTTiAin a j-cojitA, 1 n-eu-oAin a' "olij'. 

fiocAi|t -oo "6i'bi|tc tA|t An c-fAite Anonn, 
A^nn -oo ctJ|t|tAC beAj f uA|tAc Ai|t uct) bAn nA -o-uonn ; 
'nAic -oo c6thnui-6e jujt euj cu a\\\ oiteAn pAnn iriAot, 
t)-pA"o 6 ^i|tinn -oo peAftc-jitA-o 'p -oo CAi|foib pi'oji-jAot, 
ni' lAb|\Aim ; n' ai|i pjeut ca 50 tAeteAtriAit 1 m-beit 
ScA|tuix) 'p tuct) u5"OA|t, A15 cuACAib 'p A15 ctei|tc' 
no Ai|t cAonAc Chuit •0|teiiTine bAice te putt 
C|\i' mite peA|\ jiteijeAiriAit -o' puj ■oilleAccA jot. 

^Ta-o 'pt>e'"^eAr ^"itlce nA n-A|i"o-cnoc 'nA piofp^ "c-SeAn ghleAnn," 

no uonnAix) t|ieun thojiAij a' 5|ieA-OA-6 nA m-beAnn, 

no Ainjte jeAt "Ohoiite aij eiccAtt' At|i ncAni, 

no eip5 luttTiA|\ loc 5hA|tcAtn 50 meijieAc 'p^ c-pput; 

t)ei-6 cuitrine ai|\ a' tA po 'p^^ bliAX)AncAib le tcAcc, 

aM5 UAC"opAn' nA n-Am pin a 'p ^ m-beix) pAoi nA pinAct), 

'S ni cpi'onpAi-o, 'p nt pinotpAi-6 'p ni' |tAcpAix) Ai|t moitt, 

bpoT) beAnnui5te Chtotnn ChonAitt Ap nAorn Cholum Cill'. 

a\ nAoth neApcTTiAp Aip UAlAih 'p mop curnAC-ouij ai|\ neAtii ; 
"OeApc AnuAp Aip An cpuinniujAX) po 1 n ^^prAn An-oiuj ; 

K*^S "oumne UvV -oi'beAptA 1 n-5leAnn po nA n-oeo|\ 
t)eit IcAU-pA 50 pioppui-oe molA-o "Oia AnnpA jloip. 
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PAPER 

By the Very Rev. James MTadden, P.P., V.F., Glena. 



Eev. Dr. Maguire explained tliat Eev. Jas. MTadden, P.P., 
Glena, liad intended to be present and read a paper, but. 
unfortunately Father M'Fadden was precluded from attending 
in person, and, in his absence, the speaker read the paper as 
follows : — It may be asked why I, living in a remote part 
of lyrconnell, presume to raise my voice in this august 
assemblage, and say a word in honour of the great Saint 
whose festival we are this day celebrating, on the ver^^ spot 
that gave him birth more than 1,300 years ago. We have 
often heard the stanza that St. Columbkille composed in lona. 
When heartsick and longing for Ireland, he bitterly ex- 
claimed — ''1f cpu-AC.'' — i.e. ''I wish to God I were in 
Derry or in Tory of the White Wave. ! that my body were 
laid in Gartan." Tory Island, therefore, to which the Saint's 
heart yearned, is one of the places which he visited and on 
which he established a monastery, that continued to flourish 
down to the reign of Queen Elizabeth, when George 
Bingham, Governor of the Castle of Sligo, landed on the 
island, according to the life of Hugh O'Neill, by John 
Mitchell, a place blessed by the holy Columba, illustrious 
then with its seven churches and the glebe of the Saint. 
The English burned and ruined both monastery and church, 
plundered, everything, carried off tho flocks and herds 
and left no four-footed beast in the wiiole island ; but still 
the ruins of its round towers, its stone crosses, and the 
mouldering walls of its many churches attest the piety of the 
holy men, who in days of old made a sanctuary of that lonely 
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isle.*' With this island I have been connected as a priest 
for 44 years, and about 40 years ago, I was privileged to 
build a church there in honour of St. Columbkille where, 
since the days of George Bingham, no edifice of Christian 
worship had been erected. It is for these reasons that I 
venture to raise my voice here to-day. In my infancy I had 
often heard old men tell the story of the coming of St. 
Columbkille to Cloghaneely, It went on to say that four 
saints — St. Finan, St. Columbkille, St. Begley, and St. 
Dubtach — visited this district about the middle of the sixth 
century. They stood on a hill at Megheraroarty, which to 
this day is called Cruck-na-Naom (i.e., the Hill of the Saints), 
and partitioned amongst them the country and islands, as far 
as the eye could reach, into divisions for their respective labours. 
St. Finan selected Ray ; St. Columbkille, Tory Island ; St. 
Begley, Tullaghobegly, which gives name to a parish. Of 
my early days as a priest, saddening recollections force 
themselves upon my mind to-day, when I gaze on yonder 
hillside, where so many helpless, unoffending families were 
thrust out ruthlessly from their homes, to beg or to die. 
The houses were levelled ; no quarter, no parley, might be 
sought; emigration to Australia was the only resource. 
Happily, we had some friends at the Press during those sad 
times. Those who wish to know and realise their services 
have only to read the chapter on Derryveagh in Mr. A. M. 
Sullivan's " New Ireland.'* That chapter tells of my efforts in 
seeing those people off; but standing here to-day, 
after thirty-five long years have elapsed, I feel saddened 
beyond measure to see those homesteads still desolate, 
and not one of the evicted tenants reinstated. Would 
it be going too far on my part to suggest that an effort 
be made to approach the landlady as to the restoration of 
such of those tenantry as still sur\ive or the representatives 
of those who died. Who knows but St Columbkille mav 
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iutevcedv^ and secure us a happy issue ? Without trespas- 
sing any further, may I, as probably the senior priest here 
present, take leave to recommend to you all the last message 
of St. Columbkille to his communitj^ : From his bed of stone 
he spoke, Dear children, this is v/hat I command with my 
last words — ^Let peace and charity always reign among you." 
(Applause.) 



ADDRESS 
By Mr. P. T. MacGinley, Belfast :— 

A Corh>A|\t)>A Uo-oiixbi-Ontg tl^AOttti P-A-ottAis, a ti§e-A|\n^ 
C^fptiic, A Cteip, ^AStif A *6-Aotne UAifle 50 ti-uite, 

pui^pt) mife AS tiA ti-e^slAMfi frogtumt-A ^A^tir n^x 
•OAOine pogtumcAX ette azS Ann f o iitoiu cjVAtc tib Cotum- 
cilte A x>t:ao\X> a 6\yA^X)teA6zA, a 6A\ytAnA6rA A^uy a t>ut- 
ii\AtzA A fcijibif T)e, A^u]" -fA nA Yi-o^X)\yeA6A wn^AnzAtA a 
tMnne fe a's c^O^ipc P-A^Axn^xci h-AtbAn -Aiif oip C|\eiT)eArh 
C|\iofc. l^bAippt) mife be^SvNn poc-At tit) a\\. Cotum-ciUe 
VA 'oc-AOit) -oe 'n §pA"6 a X)^ -Ai^e ryS tip A^uy x)a CincAt) A^uf 
•DO a X)Am -ooit) f o ; 50 f pefu\tCA, An tjuit a t)i Ai^e 
A -oceAnsAiT!) A^tif a tiCijAeACc a tijAe. "Ca -oAOune Ann inT)tu 
nA6 bfuit m6|\An meAf-A >aca a\\. a 'ocifi no Afi Aon mi) a 
t)Aine-Af te n-A "ocip, A^uf nA6 X)^u\l acu a6z a^ ^-AijAit) m-A^At) 
pA -Ouine Aji bit -A gtACAf f A0tA|\ A\y bit triAfi gcAtt Af\ a tif^. 
til mA|\ fin 'oo Cotumcitte. t)i fe cujAAtTiAC f a 5A(!^ nit) a 
t^Ain te leAf nA b-6if\eAnn, 6 a oi^e 50 •oeijxeA'O a beAtA, 
A^uf te nA coif fin 50 t\Aib f e 'nA 'oeofiAi'Oe tcAt a f AogAit. 
If lom-OA uAip, inf An oiteAn iiAi^neA^ fin mAfi a bi fe 'nA 
<!;otr»niii'Oe, "o' ofpAtAt) f^ a (iiii'o ut^nAige T)o *6i a te nA f AonAt) 
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^S^r •bAoinib muince-Ap'OA i n-6i|\inn. CuAlA^i) fmn 
lomivAt) pofc-A m>A|\ tug fe -Aip f6x\n b|VAtAi|\ peile-Acit ^s^f 
oi'6e.ACt A c-^bAi|\c "00 6o|\|\, no etin mop a t^iniC -Af 6ipinn 
50 'OCT -An oile^n fin ni.A|\ -A f6. 

U-Aifbe>AnAnn n^ neite f o -An mei-o gp-A-OA -A bi -A5 tlAorh 
Cotum-citle -A|\ >a ti|\ f6in, Aguf b1 An oipeAt) ceA'onA 
$f\>d'OA Ai^e A|\ teAn^Ait) Agtif a|\ ticit\eA6c nA ope. Ua 
friof A15 An cf AogAt rh6|\ niA|\ cd^At) impeAf An eiT)i|\ Coltim- 
citle Agtif ^OiApmuiT), ApT)-|\i 6i|\eAn fA C6ip teAbAip Ap 
An r\Aori\ -ouit Ann, Aguf 511^ be fin A'ObAf a "Oibifce Af 
6i|\inn. A bf a*o 'nA -biAit) fin, nuAif bA^Aif Afo-fi eile. 

A1|\ nA bAlfO A^Uf -OO bl Af Ct lAT) A CUf flOf A^Uf A 

n-'oibifc Af An cif, if e Cotutncitte a finne eA*oAff5Ain 
A^iif fel-OcmgAt:) eACOffA A^iif fUAif feAl c^^ifoe -co 
nA bAfOAib. tit fAib A'ObAf lon^AncAif Af bit Ann fo triAf 
bi Cotum-cilte e fein 'nA bAfo Agtif 'nA frite, Aguf 
f5fiob fe mCfAn pU§eA(iCA, -OAn, Agtif At>\iAr\. Aca foinnc 
x>A 6mx) AX)\^n le fAgbAit 50 f6itt Agtif if T).-^ncAfi6f-tfiilife 
gAe-bil^e 1AT). ITIo rhite tfUAig ! 50 b-fuit fiA*o fo Aguf a 
teiteit) eite CAittce 50 leif Af 6ifeAnnAig neitfi-bfids- 
ttiAfA nA ti-Aimfife f o ac^\ A5 fo^OAf 1 n-T)iAi"6 bAOf-nCf nA 
SACfAnAC AgUf A5 fAlugA-O A Hi-b^At le ti-AbfAin Amtii- 
tjeACb SACf-b^AflA. t)i -OAOine ^AlAncA Ann 1 n-Aimfif 
Cotum-cilte, mAf aca Anoif, nA(i fAib An gAe-bitig mAit 50 
teof AC A, A^uf If 1 tAiT)ion A fSfiob An -ofeAm ux> ; aCc 
ni -blob Colum-ctlte. t)t ceAn^A a cif f 4in mAiC 50 teop 
Aige-feAn, ^it) 50 fAib tAi*oion Ai^e mAf An cui-o eile. 
A^uf fin An f At A bf uit An oifeAt) meAf a A^Ainn-ne Af 
A fsfibinn inT)iu a b-fAffAf Y nA -oAoine a fSfiob a 
lAiT)ion. 1f AX)X)A\y ii6cAig i!)innn-ne in*oiu, aca A5 Cfoit) a 
n-AgAit) t)6AftA 5^^^*^^ tiAimftfe-fo, cuimniugAt) 50 
fAib An LAiT)ion tiAif AttiAin beA^nAC 60m fAifiuncA a 
n-6ifinn a 'f An cSACf-beAftA Anoif , A^iif nA6 bf nil innci 
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50 tnb^it) -An g-Ae-Oitis beo a n-6i|\inn nu^ifx nA^C mbeit) poc^t 
S-ACf-be^ptx^ t)^ t-At)Ai|\c A|\ tAlAxh An •oCttiAin. 

1f ce^pc -buinn-ne fmuAineAt) 501*06 -OeAnpAt) Coltini- 
citle -OA mbei-OeAi!) fe in Afi meAfs inT)iu. 1f cinnce 50 
n-'oeAnpA"6 f e mOt^An mAiteAf a -oe 5A6 iiite f opc ; Agtif if 
polltif 'OAfh-fA 50 n-iDeAnpAT!) fe, imeAfs nA co^oa eite, a 
•oit^iott le ceAn^A An sAe-Oilge Aguf ticifxeACc nA SAe-Oil^e 
A (iuf\ in Aif\*0|\6im A|\if , A^uf teiginn rhi-Cf\AibteA6 Attrhii|\A6 
A Cufx pof Agtif A -bibifc Af An cifi. teAnAtntiif a "beAg- 
fomplA A^uf cO^AmAif fUAf 5A6 nit!) a bAineAf le 
tion6it\ Agtif le CAil a|\ "ocifie ; Agtif nA bimif niof mo A5 
feAt^c-leAnrhAin A^uf A5 AiCt^if Afx nA gAllAit) in nit) ; 
Act bimif ^n A|\ n-Cif\eAnnAi§ lAi^ojAe, feApAttilA, cmsfionACA 
buAinfeAfttiACA,. mA|A Columcille. 



Delivered by Mr. Murray Sweeney, Dungloe : — 

BeANNACHT COLUM CILLE air NA ROSSA. 

(St. ColumbkiU's Blessing of the Rosses.) 
The Blessing. 

The protection of the Virgin Mother and of the whole 
Court of Heaven be yours, Rosses. Blessings from the 
Father, blessings from the Son, and blessings from the Holy 
Grhost descend on yon. Blest be your sons; may they be 
fruitful in good deeds, and strong in faith. Blest be yoiir 
warriors — may victory attend their blades wielded for right. 
Blest be your sons of toil — ^tillers of the ground, drivers of 
creacIUj and those who on the foaming brine treasures reap. 
Blest be your lowing herds and fleecy flocks — ^may they in- 
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crease till all your wants are supplied. May the dews and the 
rains and the winds carry fertility to your fields and to your 
plains, to your hills and to your glens. May your seas, 
your lakes, your rivers, and your strerans abound alwa3^s 
with ricli store. Be these, Eosses, of -wild heatli and many 
strands, your blessings for evermore. Amen." 




eeAnnAnnuf.] [Kells. 

i^om photo (as also lUnstmtion on page 113, Cross at Church, GUncolunibHlD 
WeMi, Belfast. 
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CHAPTER IV. 



Thus every good his native wilds imparf, 
Imprints the patriot passion on his heart. 



• • • • 

So the loud torrent and the whirlwind's roar 

But binds him to his native mountains more. — Goldsjiith 



ADDEESS 



By Kev. J. J. Gallagher, P.P., Rathmullan 




SJj: HE speakers who have preceded me 
have given us a very graphic and 
a very interesting account of the 
birth, early life, and education of 
St. Columba, leading up to the 
time when he entered upon the 
great work of the apostolate. I 



shall ask you graciously to accompany us a little farther in 
the story of his illustrious career, and lay before you a brief 
outline of the history of the first great work of his 
missionary life, the establishment of his chui^ch and monas- 
tery at Derry — ^the first, and in many respects the greatest,, 
of his religious foundations in Ireland. And as the great 
saint, whose thirteenth centenary we celebrate to-day, covered 
the land with a network of these monastic settlements, no 
less than thirty-seven of them in Ireland alone claiming him 
as their father and founder, it will p(?rhaps help us to a 
clearer understanding of the motives which prompted him to 
such prodigious activity in this department of his missionary 
labours, if we reflect for a moment on the state of society, and 
the dangers by which the Church was confronted, at the 
time when he entered on the work of his glorious career. 
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It was towards the middle of the sixtli century. It was a 
time of deadly peril for civilisation, a time when the barque 
of the church was freighted with the destinies of the human 
race. The great world power of the Ca-sars had then broken 
up everywhere. All the forces of disorder, now that the 
strong hand of the Roman conquerors had been removed, 
came into play. The barbarous tribes from the north and 
the savage marauders from the east, overran the face of 
Europe, and were daily threatening a descent on the shores 
of owT own fair land. Passing in furious aiTay from countn- 
to eountrj^ they destroyed every vestige of civilisation and 
refinement, and demolished with fire and sword the sacred 
edifices of learning and religion. Amidst the general wreck 
of civilisation and refinement of those days the monastic 
institute alone, like the ai^k amidst the waters of the deluge, 
became the depository of learning ; but when even that sacred 
vehicle was threatened Avith destruction by the waves of 
barbarism here at home, as the dove sallied forth from the 
window of the ark in the days of Noah, so another dove, the 
Dove of the Church, winged his flight from this sacred spot 
and spreading his pinions over the wild waste of waters, 
brought good tidings of great joy to the children of Erin and 
Alba. What these good tidings were we shall see when we 
come to review the stupendous work of Columba's blessed 
and fruitful missionary career. My present concern, how- 
ever, is with the first great work of that career, the found- 
ing of his church and monastery at Daire Colgagh, as it was 
then called, or Derry, the name by which if is known to-day. 
At this period Columba was in his 25ih year, and had lust 
been promoted to the sacred order of the priesthood. With 
the grace of his ordination still fresh within his soul, and the 
hand of his Divine Master pointing out the way, he traced his 
steps to the home of his birth, and after spending a few days 
with his princely relatives in this sacred spot, he breaks up 
€verv tie of home and kindred, sacrifices everv ambition of 
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the heart, every dictate of self-love, and deteimines to take 
up in real earnest the work his Divine ilastei had given him 
to do — the extension of the confines of His kingdom and 
the winning over of all hearts to the sweet doctrines of the 
Cross. His own territoiy and his own kinsmen bad the first 
claim upon his apostolic zeal ; among them, therefore, should 
be raised this first great religious institute. He casts about 
for' a suitable site, and was not long in finding it. His 
cousin, it so happeneJ, was then Prince of Ailech and 
King of the neighbouring territory. Him Columba ap- 
proaches, and from him and the Cinel Conal he obtains a 
grant of 200 acres of land at the head of Lough Foyle, on 
v\ hich, later on, rose the present city of Derry. The site was 
one of surpassing beauty, commanding .is it did a charming 
view of the placid estuary of the Foyle on the east, whilst on 
the south-east stretched away in the dim distance the sandy 
beaches of Magilligan, the O'Cahaiis country, wliere in after 
tiit.es many a stout fight was made for faith and freedom. 
Here it was thtit Columba built his far-famed church and monas- 
teiy. The cLurch was called the Dim Regies, or the black 
chuich, and stood upon or close to the site now occupied by 
the Long Tower Church outside the City Walls. The 
church and monaster}^ were built of timber, of which there 
M as 1 lien a plentiful supply on the spot, the side and crest of 
the hill being covered with oak groves, which gives the city 
its present name, for Daire in the vernacular means an oak. 
Columba, who was a lover of nature as well as a teacher of 
nien, dearly loved his oak grove, and sooner than cut down 
one of its trees, or lop ofl a branch, he caused his church to 
he built north and south, and not east and west as was the 
custom. He besides gave strict instructions to his disciples 
to spare his oak trees, and should any of them be blown down 
by the storm, they were to be given a part to the inhabi- 
tants, a part to the poor, and the balance i-eserved for the 
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guest Louse of the monasteiy. Coluinba having completed 
the building of his church and monastery, becomes himself, 
as might be expected, the first Abbot of his new religious 
foundation. Attr'acted by the fame for learning and 
sanctity of the young monk, soon, not only his own clans- 
men of the Cinel Conal, but students from distant lands 
repaired to his infant monaster}^ in such numbers that they 
were counted by hundreds, whilst the monks so exerted 




t1lAinifCl|1 llACA tYlliAotAin. 



Kathmullan Abbev^ 



From a ijlioto by Lawrence, Dublin. 

themselves in manual labour and gave by their instruction 
and example such an impetus to industry that what was 
before a straggling hamlet of the cottages of a few fishermen 
soon grew into a town, and the town later on into a city. 
Xor did the fame of the great Columbian School in Deny 
decline after the death of its founder. Histor\' records that 
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GOO 3'ears after its foundation, in the 12th century, it ad- 
mittedly held the princi^atus, or first place, among all the 
schools of the Columbian Order in Ireland. Such was then 
the fame, such the splendour of this great school that it sent 
professors all over the continent of Europe, from whom even 
the Roman Alumnus was glad to learn the language and 
literature of his forefathers. The monastic institute at 
Derry was not only a home of learning, it was still more a 
school of virtue. To its peaceful cloisters kings and nobles, 
bishops and ])riests retired in the evening of their lives from 
the strife and turmoil of the world to prepare for the better 
land, and guided, ministered to, and consoled by its saintly 
inmates sank down hopefully and calmly to their rest. But 
St. Columba's institute at Derry, like every other human 
icstitution, had its vicissitudes of fortune. Time after time 
it was burned to the ground. Time after time those fierce 
sea-wolves, the Danes, broke in upon It, despoiling it of 
its sacred treasures, and reddening the ground with the blood 
of its holy inmates. Anxious to propitiate a foe they coidd 
not subdue, these bloodthirsty marauders were hospitably 
entertained by the monks, but scarcely had they quaffed tho 
wine cup when it was again filled by the blood of their 
murdered hosts. Notwithstanding repeated devastations by 
fire and sword, the monastic institute of Derry continued for 
a thousand years its glorious work for the church and civi- 
lisation, the jnonastery all through these long years main- 
taining an unbroken succession of abbots down to the 16th 
centuiy, when it was involved in the general wi*eck and 
confiscation of that disastrous time. Long after the days of 
Columba, in the 12th century, the black church which he 
founded was removed, and on its site was erected an im- 
posing structure called the Tampal Mor, or, great church, 
which gave the parish its present name. Both the old 
church and monastery of Columba and the mediaeval church 
have loijg since disappeared, and not even a niin of either re- 



Digitized by Google 



Cross at Church, Glencolumbkill. 




114 



mains to awaken memories of that golden age of Derry's 
greatness as a nursery of saints and scholars. Columba dearly 
loved his church and monastery at Derry. It was the first work 
of hist hands, and, next to the sacred spot on which we stand, 
occupied the first place in his affections. It was from the com- 
munity at Derry he selected his associates ; it was from Derry he 
sailed away on that memorable May morning peregrinari pro 
CAristo, to become a pilgrim for Christ, ond plant his stan- 
dard on the Islands of the Scottish main. There is somer 
thing indescribably touching and beautiful in the accounts 
that have come down to us of his departure from Derrv. How 
the bisliops and priests, and a vast concourse of people from 
all the surrounding country, accompanied him to the shore, 
how as hi ' wicker barque glided down the Foyle, the people 
came rushing down to the beach on either bank of the lough 
to get a last glimpse of the beloved saint, how the wail of the 
muliitudes on the shore was wafted on the breeze that filled 
the sails of his wicker boat, and how with a voice choking 
with emotion he blessed them all. How forcibly does not 
thjC whole scene remind one of that other memorable scene 
oi\ the shores of Miletus some centuries before on the day 
when another apostle took his last touching farewell of his 
peiople at Ephesus. In the weary years of his exile, in after 
life-, Columba' s great heart ever turned with indescribable 
love to his first foundation, and often from some high cliff 
04 his sea-girt isle used he strain his gaze across the waters 
off the Irish Sea to catch even a glimpse of the distant hills 
of i'lnisliowen which environed his beloved oak grove of Daire 
Cplgagh. " Oh I how my barque would glide," he cried, " if 
it^ prow were turned towards my beloved oak grove at Deny.'' 
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ADDRESS 
By Rev. E. Maguire, D.D., Gweedore :— 

IKE the great prophet Samuel of old, 
lieai'ing the voice of tlie Lord from 
amid the darkness of Druidic super- 
stition and blank ignorance of God, our 
saintly apostle responded " Here am I." 
Tlie character of apostle had stamped 
its indelible impress upon his life and 
had directed and moulded liis career 
from his eariiest days. His gifted and 
luminous mind at once recognised 
that strong and ample intellectual equipments on the 
part of the general, well-trained and trusty lieutenants, 
a , fearless army, and a promising recruiting ground, were 
elements essential for success in the arduous warfare, 
that w^as his clearly defined vocation. The habit alone 
does not make the model monk, and the commission alone 
to teach and preach does not constitute the entire trap- 
pings of an effective missionary. The intellects and wills of ; 
the first apostles were miraculously enlightened and streng- 
thened; but such dazzling miracles w^ere designed for the 
advantage of sincere unbelievers, on whose minds other 
motives of faith equally convincing, though less striking, 
had never flashed with adequate clearness. St. Columba 
well knew that Joseph, the most interesting of all the 
patriarchs, inspired and illumined by Heaven as he was, had , 
expended energy and time without stint or grudge, and had \ 
probably incurred the hatred of numbers, in providently . 
garnering the corn that made harmless the fangs of the 
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Eg}'P*i^^^ famine. ' Viewed from tlie standpoint of religion, 
parts of his own beloved Ireland and the highlands and 
islands of Scotland, where his kinsmen held sway, were 
pining tinder the starkest famine. " Go to Columha" was 
the Heaven- devised remedy. His giant mind, his highly 
cultured monks, and the many well-equipped seminaries he 
established, were packed storehouses of ripest and healthiest 
knowledge. Eight years of wise and well-directed zeal and 
toil, had placed the great monastic institution of Derry on 
a fooling that warranted its illustrious founder in seeking 
Fresh fields and pastures new." Second in time, but first 
in importance, was the great foundation of Uurrow, 553 a.d. 
— Monasterium nobile in Hibernia," as the Venerable 
Bede designates it. The site selected was not far removed 
from the geographical centre of the island. Thence radiated 
the light and glow of Christian faith ; the arteries had been 
prepared ; they are now filled and quickened with the life- 
blood of knowledge and grace. The " Dove " descended ; the 
" Dove " remained hovering, with fecund wings and fairest 
form, until the blessings of his presence were elsewhere de- 
manded. Modern critics, not a few, deny Saint Columba the 
fame of illustrating the "Smaller Gospel" or "Book of 
.Durrow." It is an age of scepticism in which we live ; hardly 
any fact, however prominently it may stand out on the page^i 
of most reliable history, fails to find some prejudiced critic, 
who ttnblushingly denies it. We are even told that St. 
Columba, because his humility would not permit him to wear 
the mitre and wield the crozier, had no belief in these Roman 
insignia. Authors like Fowler say he received his com- 
mission from the east ; I suppose it was from the Morning 
Star or from Eurus, of Virgilian fame. The exact date of 
the monastic foundation at Kells cannot be fixed with cer- 
tainty ; but it was fairly launched on its distinguished and 
useful career before 562 a.d. It was here that undyin.g 
monument of art and industry, the world-famed Book- erf 
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Kells, was executed. It is sometimes designated tlie " Large 
Gospel of Cclumbkille " to distinguish it from the Book of 
Durrow or " Smaller Gospel." The ancient Kenlis, now 
Ivells, is closely associated with the name of our Saint, and 
still exhibits some well-preserved memorials. St. Columba's 
House " yields to few ancient structures in the interest it 
possesses for antiquarians ; while the Book of Kells com- 
mands the wonder of visitors to Trinity College, as the most 
marvellous specimen of the art of illumination. Eight 
years' residence in his darling, first-chosen foundation of 
Derry, and fifteen years' residence in the midland counties, 
enabled the ever- wakeful Apostle to ascertain and pro\dde for 
the spiritual needs of the districts around. Ample time and 
ample means existed for the planning and building of 
churches in Donegal, where the Saint was cheerfully and 
strongly supported by his powerful kinsmen. In the very 
remotest part of this county, a valley, rich in antiquities and 
anciently called " Sean-Glean,'' bears the name Glencolumb- 
kille for more than a decade of centuries. Whether he 
approached it by sea from Tory, or by land after one of his 
numerous visits to his anam-cara," St. Molaisse, who fre- 
quently resorted to the mainland from his island seclusion in 
Inismurry, is not well ascertained. A well-founded tra- 
dition points to his meeting St. Xail at Inver, but this event 
is associated with his return journey. He blessed the river 
at Inver, and forbade the plague, then raging on the 
southern side, to cross. Some of the most beautiful 
extant specimens of old Celtic sculpture are presented on five 
of the crosses that mark the circuit of the three-mile 
turris," or station, in Sean-Glean. The others are plain, 
but all are acknowledged to belong to the sixth century. No 
more edifying sight could be Tvitnessed than the prayerful 
and weaiying pilgrimage of the peasants to these crosses and 
the holy well on the Oth of June and other days associated 
with the Saint's name. In Manus 0' Donnell's Life " we 
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read a strange legend. It is said, that, wlien St. Patrick 
had hanished the demons into the inhospitable waters of the 
Atlantic, they emerged on the wild shores of Sean-Glean. 
St. Columba was not minded to allow the land hallowed by 
his presence to be ever after infested by these infernal visi- 
tors. He took in his hand his famous bell, "Dubduaib- 
seiseac," and obliged them, after fierce resistance, to join for 
«ver the congenial company of the sea-serpents. 
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CHAPTER V. 



Just precepts thus from great examples given, 

She drew from them what they derived from heaven Pope. 

ADDRESS 
By Rev. Peter Kelly, P.P., Ardara. 




wS:. T is my privilege to indicate briefly one or two out 
of the many practical lessons that all of our time 
eyen may learn from the career of Columba as a 
saint and a patriot. The saints are the heroes 
and heroines of the Church ; the world, too, has 
its heroes and heroines, and hero-worship miglit 
not be a bad name for some of those celebrations 
held in their honor. The yeneration which tlie 
Church exhibits to her saints is of a higher and 
more practical character. It amounts to an ex- 
pression of faith in God's power and goodness, 
shown in the abundant graces bestowed on His 
servants here on earth, by which they were enabled to become 
His friends in Heayen. The Church honors the Saints as her 
confirmed friends, and teaches us to ask their intercession. 
The Church, moreoyer, places the example of the Saints 
before us that we may copy them in ourselves, and that by 
the grace of God we ourselves may become saints, in the 
wider sense of the w^ord at all events, by saving our souls. 
Thus we see that the hero-worship of the world is mainly 
sentimental, while the veneration of the saints is distinctly 
practical and profitable to us. Columba was no ordinary' 
saint, and I am not g(ung to say that we all should try to 
copy in detail his wonderful career. His mental and even 
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Ms physical powers were of a type comm^risurati? in the pro- 
vidence of God to his works. Again, he was a priest 
and in turn a monk and an abbot. These facts narrow 
very much the probability of many Christians following 
his footsteps in all his ways. Besides, there is this 
to be considered. With us at all events the condition of 
tilings has undergone such changes since the distant days of 




Horn Head, Donegal. 

From a photo by Lawrence, Dublin. 

Columba in the religious, . social, political, and even, the 
Ifational world as to preclude, I would aliuosx venture to sny, 
the possibility of another Columba arising and repeating his 
mission in our midst. In what then may I suggest that we 
all, clerics and laics, men and women, persona of all classes 
and states — may, and ought to follow our saint's example. 



Digitized by Google 



122 



and succeed, too ? "Kach one and all of us can imitate in our 
respective positions in the Cliurcli or in society Columba's 
whole-hearted, unfailing, and fearless loyalty to Faith and 
i'atherland. This was not only his characteristic virtue, 
but in it we find the secret of his success. By it he was 
inspired and enabled to perf oim these wondrous works in the 
Church, and in secular matters, as well as for communities, 
that we have just been reminded of by several of the 
speakers who have addressed us. Be assured I do not mean 
to lectuie you, nor even to exhort yo-u in this connection. I 
am merely stating a principle which is always active, thank 
God, in this old land and in eveiy land where the exiled sons 
and daughters of Erin find a home or a shelter. To my 
thinking the rustic surroundings of this remote place, so far 
from blurring, but add a peculiar charm to, this soul-stirring 
scene, for they serve to accentuate the sentiments of piety 
and of patriotism that have called us all together as the 
representatives of our scattered race to celebrate , on the very 
spot of his birth, the 13th centenary of our glorious Columba. 
Where is the dynasty or where is the country, with such a 
record as this Columbian Celtic festival in these wilds of 
Donegal proclaims ? Gartan was not always so bare as we 
see it. But what the good monks of Kilmacrennan and of 
Doe had gathered and built up, sordid, savage strangers 
plundered and pulled down ; so that if Columba were with 
us corporally here to-day, as he doubtless is with us in spirit, 
he would find but little natural change in the outer aspect 
of this place. Yet one msij fancy with what interest he 
would recall the incidents of his boyhood on these heath-clad 
hills ; or again, the events of his missionary'- career in these 
parts generally. But more than all this, would his very soul 
go out in raptures of praise to the Most High at finding the 
faith in which he prayed and preached and toiled and died, 
as sound and as strong in his native land as solid Muckish 
yonder, in spite of centuries of sufferings and wroaiga en- 
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dured for its sake, not surpassed, all things considered, in 
cruelties and blrutalities by the worst per'secutions of the 
Caesars. 

The evil that men do lives after them. 
The good is oft interred with their bones." 

Columba did no evil to live after him, while his good works 
were too big and too many to be interred in the little grave 
that holds his bones. Hence they are remembered and kept 
fresh and green in every place and clime by Columba's 
loving children down through the long span of 1,300 years 
as they are cherished and honoured at Gartaji to-day. Let 
lis pray that, as we of Columba's kindred in faith and in Celtic 
stock are sharers in his mundane trials and tribulations, so 
may we be paiiicipators with him in celestial happiness. 
Let us pray, too, that like Columba with his generation, our 
mutual sentiments be regulated by Christian prudence and 
charity, as the surest and best safeguards of the common weal 
and credit of our country and of our race. 



ADDRESS 

By the Right Rev. Monsignor M'Glynn, P.P., V.G., Stranorlar. 



So t>A 5t6t\fh>A|\ -] -AtAf-A6 t)o tlAnn Conn-Aitt -] t)o 
6itMonTiAi$ tj^iT) ATi t)6fh>ATi 50 ti-tiite freite Cottinicitte. 
So e xxn t-d -A e|\ioentiigeAf An t^^wrhAi) 6eux) t)eti5 X)UA-6Am 
At^'o^^^ A X>A^X', " tuACrh-Af -An -AtTi>A|\c An Uige>A|\n>A b^f 
nA nAorh" 

p|\iorh-Ctei|\eA6 CAst^ife ti-6i|\eAnn^ p|\ionTif-A a\\. 
•o-cexvmpoU, za e^fboe ti|\|\Am>AC -] 6no\^A6 UAt A' t)ot, za 
cteifig 1 zuAZA &n tiite i!)A|\Aifoe Anny An t)iogoif e m6|\ f o 
c|\tiiTiTitiigte -Ann f o ^n-oitig 1 n-5A|\c-An, >Annf >An -aic -Ann a\^ 
XiOSAi) An nAOYh Annf -An 6UAX)An, teif An c-Aipt^ionn nAorhtA 
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A tbit^bit^c X)o "OuV rho|\ ha 5loi|\e Ait^ fon tiA n-ibmAt) st^VfA 
"J cixm;)Ix\cai'6 "oo pf\onn. Se >Aif\ Cholumcitte Asuf cpi*o-fe 
xMt^ 6it\eAnnAi§it) -j Ait^ "OAoinib riA cit^te eite a puAit^ e6tAf 
All p|\-C|\eipini ctM*6-f AotA|\ Asuf p6gUiim riA mAtiAig riAomt^ 
A t) fe ^riA "661$ ^nny ha n-iom*\T) cige t^iA§AlCA a 6uit^ 
fe Ait^ bun. 

LAbxM|\ CHIT) "oe iiA cAinceoiiM-be Ann fo An^Oiug Ait^ X)eAtA 
A|\ nAOirh Ann a m6|\An "ooigeAnnA Ate if mUn tiomf a ctuCx) 
Ait\ niAt^ f eAfx piiibli-be A^uf tTiAt^ "OeAg ^drhAit^UgeAC, Aguf 
"o'e'n ttiAiteAf A^uf An CAitAt)e "oo a Aguf x)0 'n eAstAip 
A "o'^it^ig Af A Ctnt) snioniAivtAt) -j corhAtAte. UtiAinic fe 
•be'n f tut a b'uAifle i a b'Aifoe i n-6itMnn. t)u'6 e ConAlL 
5utt)An, mAC tliAtl nA tlAOi n-^^Atl A[\T)-tMg Git^eAnn, a 
5^|VACAit\. Aif tAOit) A rhAtAtA X)U'6 X)e flioCx) t^ig lAigin e. 
Ait\ An A'6t)A|\ fin t)i fe Ann a 6tiniAf cCttiAit^te •oo 6uf Ait^ 
ttidf-cuit) 'oe t^igtit) "I pe tiACT)tu\nAib nA cipe. 5^ ^-<^5 
Ann A fAogAl fUAif fe ceA^Afs -j oi-oeAf tuAit, tTiAfx T)' oit\ 
•oo'n ftiott) |\igeAttiAit Ait^ "Oe e. t)i fe AtA-oinncineAt, 
meifneAttiAil Agtif SAtfseAtriAil Ann ^aC^ concAbAitAC Aguf 
niof m6 cugtA "oo belt A15 'oeAnA'6 st^ioniAt^tA ct^eiinA. 
CAtmA, tiA belt A15 ti|\nAigeA6Af. ^tlA Cui'oeACcA fo bi 
itincin -oAingeAn, 'o6tctifA6 -j ctAoncA lAi^oit^ Aige, a^u^^ 
nuAit^ A bi fiAt) fo -oitMgte. itiAt^ but!) Cbit^ if tnimc a tu^ 

flAT) bUAlP 'OO 1 lArh-An-llA6'OAltA An 5AC ^AbAt) A^Af CUl^^ 

AC^y^n^C: a tAinic t^oirhe. 

tluAit^ A tAinic An c-Am a\k but) 66i|\ 'oo a gAit^tn beAtAt) 
tbgAt), tu5 f6 fUAf A CeAtAC Aift t^igeAC-OA rtiit\-CtionAitt 
Aguf b' ^i-oifx AitA 6ofoin At\T)-tMg Git^inn "j gtAC fe tnAt^ fVAeg^ 
A belt ^nA rhAnAC^ "j tu^ f6 6 f em f UAf 50 "outtvAC-OAci -oo 
feit^bif *06 -] 'OO flAnugAt!) AnAm. t^i niof m6 -oe nA-ouip 
TTlAtAtA Aige ^nA 'oe nA-ouit^ ttlAitAe, niof m6 "ouit Aige 1 
n-5|\iorhAt\tAib 'nS Anr\A fmuAineAt!). Chu\K f6 nA c^u-oc^ 
•oe cige poible i 'oe rhAinifoitMb Ait^ bun -j t^Ugtuig f6 ia'o ; 
'o'lompAig f6 nA tnitce 'oe jbA^AnAigib 'nA s-ct^iofOAigib • 
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-oe-AnAt) riA ti-oibpe^N^jk fo, c^xfAt!) x\n loniAt) "oe •OAOinit) 
.Nfvo 1 Ifiot Aip, 1 \:us^p. f6 tne^f, onoifv, ti[\tAAim j seiltfceAn 
iiAib uile A^uf ni "OeApn -ouine Aifx bit triAit "60 '|AiArh tiA^ 
b-puAitA -oioUiigeACt) a f on, ^suf mAfx a s-ceAX-oriA niop 
m^fttiig 1 niop t^pcuifnig x\on -Otiine e tiAp Sipig miot-Ap-At) 
•66. t)ti'6 Cof^AtriAil CoUiiTicille te y:StA6 ^me^fs tiA 
n-'O-Aoine^'O a 6omntii'6e x\nnf An feife^t) ti-Aoif ^suf 

cwAit!) A ctu If A 6 All A b-fAT) 'f A 

tluAip A tAinic Ai"DeAn a beit 'nA t^ig Aip nA ti-GipeAn- 
riACAit) A X)\ focfAAi-Ote 1 n-Alt)Ain but) niAit leif n-'oeAn- 
pA"6 ColtimciUe e a Coif|\eACAn. Utiiis ^\n tlAoni An ^xttuinge 
\*o "oo, teA5 A lAtiiA Aif\, be Ann tug -j CoiffieAxc ^, Aguf but!) 6 
f o An CeAT) i\ig CpiofOAniAit a -oeAixnAt!) teif e. 'tiA "O^ig fo 
tAinic fe A belt ^nA gnAtAf 'oo t^igtib *OriAt|\iA'OA a "but 50 
b-1onAn 50 n-'6eAnpA'6 An c-Ab a 5-coif|\eACA\n. t^ui) gnAtAC 
teif nA b-Gi|\ionnA6Aib a jMgne aic cotrintii'Oe 1 n-AlbAin, f lux) 
Y 5^ t^*^^ t^>$^^ V^^^ ^^c^^) ciof A "Oiot te jMgcib nA ti-6ipeAnn. 
X)ut> teut^ 'OO Cbolumcille sujx but!) A^ObAjx bpuigine -j co^Ait) 
A t)ei'6eA'6 Annf An CAin fo, A^uf puAip fe niAitce e A15 
ct^uinniugAt) mot^ a bi aca Annf An in-bliA-bAin 574 A15 
X^t^uitnC^eAC 1 5-conT)Ae "Ooife, ftiit) 'f 50 fAb fiAt) A15 "Out 
A\nn u|\0T)A aCc Con^bAig fcuAim -] corhAifle An CifeAnAiC^ 
Ctiotumcilte ua iax). 

Ctii'OmiT) A CfionnAcic nvA^v a 5-ceAT)nA 1 5-cuif nA ni-bA|AT). 
t)1 An lotTiAX) "oiob Annf An i bi cAfAit^eACA m6|VA ^nA 
n-AgAit) -J jMgne An fig, AeX) f UAf a mcinn iat) fSfiof no a 
n-'oibifc, a6c Aif ConiAifle -j Aif eA-OAfguiT:) Cbolumcitle ni 
-OeAfn fe fo, aCc tAgAT)uig f e a n-uitfiif A-Nguf 6 fin ahiaC bi a 
5-ce6t -] A n-OAncA cu^tA fUAf 50 in6f "oo'n eASlAif -j bi An 
. oifeAT) fin bufOeA^Aif ACA Aif An feAf a fAbAil iax) suf Cum 
^\n c-AfoollAfh, A bi Of A 5-ceAnn, *OAttAn poAf^Att, 'OAn 
T)6, aCc An-beig e CUiinfteAn, tug An nAorii Aif seAttfCAn 
riAC feinfCAt) f6 6 C6rh fAX)A -j bei-beAt) f6 fein beO Aif 
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eAS^-A |\oirhe ah b|\6T). Ait^ peAt!) Atw pA'OA 'n-A "Oeig fin 
ConsbxMt!) tiA bAit^T) fpiopivAiT) riA cit\-gt^*.\'6A t)e6 i n-6itAinn 

|\io§An IfebeAt u\'o a "Oiol Ait\ fon feinm T)oit\ ni feinpe^u*) 
fut) >An po\^z -A^iif ni Cumf At) fu\T) An |\Ann x)i. 

A15 cpuinniiigAt) ni6|A '0|\uini-CtieA\ccA tii^ Colum CiUe 
inA|\ |\io§-AC'o-f:eAn glic An corh»M|\te "beipeAnnAC u\ 
tAlAfh nA ti-ei|\eAnn x)o n^ t^igtib, e^fboisit), cleifvit), 
UAC^'OAtxAnn!) •oo'n ifieit) eile S bi Ann finn Af AlbAin -j Af 
ei|\i, fe fin, A beic flot^AncA CAftAnAC A^uf "oilif X)o a 
C^eile AfonAi[\ •oonuAttnt), nA -oeopAit) 'oibi|\iT)e a tAbApc 

AfAlf. TOo fCAfAt) Alf An tAlAtfl nAOfhCA fo 1 n-^AfCAn, An 

A1C Ann Af fuSvAt) AtA nAoni beAnntiigte, beifitn-fe An 
C6rhAifte C^A'onA T)o tAOifeACAib -j 'oo "OAOinib nA b-GifCAnn 
go b-iomlAn. UAtA|\ A15 501X) "Oa niilliun 50 teit ptincA 
btiA'OAin UAinn ; ca nA "OAOine A15 imteACc Af An cif 'nA 
mitcib ; cAmtnx) A15 eifig niof boicoe ; ca nA pf lof unAige 
A15 CAittCAt) A 5-c6ilt A pf lOf uin SACf AnAig ; CA'n b«nA"6 
A cuifeAt) A|\ s-ctiiT) 5AbAlcAif ctAeigte f eu'OAim a ^\"b ; 
A(ic 'OA m-bei'6eA'0 flotCAn -j Aon-OACt) -j CAftAnAf eA'OfAinn 
bei-OcAt) An teigeAf Ann Af tAirh f ein, A^uf cuitte. 



Space Avill not permit us to insert more than an abridj^- 
ment of the admirable paper of Mr. Anthony Dohertj^, N.T., 
of Cruit Island. 

A UigeAfnA CvMfoinAl, a tigCAfnA GAfboig, a AitfCAciA 
oifbi'OneA^A A^tif fo-oifbi-OneA^A, a fcAfA A^tif a fhnA 
tif e-ConAilt : — • 

CiiAtAit) fib oifeAT) A n-'oiu, 1 m-beuflA A^iif 1 n-^A^'^i^^St 
fA XyeAtA AStif fA gni Ctrl Aft Aige tlAioirh CoUitn-ciUe, Asuf 
nAC b-fuit fe fiAC^CAnAC A^AmfA m6fAn a Ciif leif. Ua 
•OAOine cftiinnigte Annfo a n-T)iti Af 1 n-^CAff 'f 1 5-c6in le 
ti-onofugAt) Agiif te b-AfmigAt) a "OeAnAt!) Aif (!:tiirhne An 
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ro — ViAorh Ainmnigte ug-OAXip 50 ri-uile llxxorii if m6 
-Aguf If Aif-oe cAtl tri^if -c\fiv\m -oe ]]\e.\t) ha h-eife^nn. 
Caii m^f ge^ll U\ •oionu\oinecMf no Ia pleAfuif "ouinn 
fein A 6iu\\ 1 5-ceA\nn a 66]le finn axU^ ^nrif o ? tli U-e^i) ; 
tDU-O 6oif -Ouinn fiin ^5Uf f At niof CAifbige a beit ^s^inn 
AMf fon A\f •o-cti|Miif . "^^^ ciipUA ini bimit) xxtig 

-c\5 obAif 50 cftuMt) le |\iiT) 6151 n a (iii|\ a s-cfioC a ]\a6ax) 'n*x 
buncAifoe ^stif ^\nn c^ifbe -oiiinn 'f^*'' ^^^"^'^ te^tt — a' 
•oeAnfAt!) ^n CAtAim feit!) •06'n t)^\t\f , -o'-a 5-cu|\, ctif "oeif e 

0|\|VA, A^llf a\' CAt)AMfC f|\eAfT)Alt X>0\X). SAOllf eA-OtTIUlf lA 

<Aif bit aX t)eit -AtntigAX niiAi^x n<\t T)-ciocf At!) tinn m'6 ei^in <a 
•oe^nAt) -A5 cuf Hin cofAig nA n-^noite fo. A n- 
T)iu, triAfv s-cetmnAX, t)ii"6 coif -ouinn feu<!:Ainc te CAifbe 
eigin xMf fon -An -ahia a le tesCz -a snotugxxt!) 'Otiinn f 6in 
^\f >Af n-AifoCAf Annf o, ^x^uf Af a t)-f AXCAtnuit) Asuf a g-cuxx- 
lAmuiT). triA Cuife-Ann lYmit) vvn U\ tAff-Ain 50 pl6>AfUf^, 
as6jz 50 neAnipfoifi-oe^t, ni'ltnix) a6t: x><\ >Aniugx\, ^5«f 
teisfimix) fte^rhnA'O -co uAinn bfeAg AN^uf -co nieA-Ooin 
bfiogtiixXf le nixMt a "Oe^An^t) -ouinn fein. 

An--AiiTifif t1^\oini Colunncille t)\ le-AbAft^M x\n-§*xnn -Aguf 
Aif >An -A-ObAf fin bi lYieAf x\n-m6f 50 'oeO offt^A. tluAif x\ 
^eoXiAi) f6 ce^nn ni filfeAt!) fe -o^a-oai-O f An Ate nA fui$e 
oi-Ote xx^uf lA -OA fSfiob 50 m-bei-OeAt!) leAbAf uf "oe^AncA 
Aige fein x\f. If e au •o6fcugA"0-§eAn fo -a bi ^15 llAorh 
Coluimcille xx^uf >ai5 ceA-ocAi "oe nAonri eile nA li-6ifeAnn, 
<A tu5 -oo Af -o-cif A 1i-Ainm AffA, bfrt-oAniAil, OileAn nA 
llAorh -ASUf nA n-OllAfii." X)o fil SfAt) nA fOgluime fo 
AnuAf ffix) Af finfifi -Aif fA-o mofAn seine-AUxt, xxtc 
-Atn -A lAtAif CA eA^lA oftTi 50 b-f uil finn A5 lei^eAnn x)6 
bAf xx fTAgAil Ann Af nieAfs- XDaUca 'OAOine cioftA eile 
CA finn A5 eifig niof m6 cugtA 'oo nA pigneAtA, nA fsill- 
neAtA, xx^uf nA puncAi nA "oo leAbAftAi Aguf 'oo leigeAnn. 

A n-Aoif Af teAfc 'oo Af b-pAifX)i a beit f aoi tufAm a 
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intiinape -A5Uf a mAigifcit\, c^vt^tA x>s "o-cionuMnc a f-c\0|\- 

ti-^rht^n!) but) 66\\k a belt, 50 fpeifeAlCA, ^nrif h-Aimfi|t 
-oeifxe-An-AciA f o, nuA^\\. at:<\ 'n f pgUitn An x)opAf A^xMnn 50. 
t1i tbsfr-AiT) Cifxe A ceAtin 50 "oed m-b^fO Ap b-p^ifoi muince 
iriAtA bi fiAT) PAX) o foin. Aip An A-ObAp fin but) C6ip 5A(i 
SAfut^ Aguf 5io|\fAC A Cuinneitc 50 bUAn Aip An fsoit 50 
m-b^it) fiAX) "Oa bliA'6Ain 'oeu^ "oe Aoif, Aip fS^t^' ^^t^ ^i^- 
><\5Uf A5 cjtACc Aijx leigeAnn, ni cdit^ 'ouinn 'oeAtvtTiA'o a 
"OeAnAt!) Ai|\ Afx 'o-ceAn^Ait) "Oilif fern, An ceAn^Ait) a x)eApn 
tiAorh ColumciUe A^uf mitce -oe nAoirh eile nA ti-Gi|\eAnn 
CAinc Aguf uf^nuige, ceA^Afs A^uf fsixiobAt), pti-oeA^^c 
Aguf fCAit^i'OeACc innui. Cinnce, An ceAngAit) a bi niAit 50 
te6tA ACAf An CA fi |\6-rhAit A^Ainne. tig poglumtA Af 
An PfiAinc, A5Uf Af mo|\An -oe tioptA eile, 50 b-eit\inn le 
btAf ceAjxc At^ 'o-ceAngAit) a f 6gUiini ; aCc finne, a|\ f^mip 
•ouinn 1 A belt A^Ainn ^An fAotAt^ no cpiobtAix) Aip bit, ni 
ffteAnn finn 'oa'oai'6 x>\. HuAip a Cit) finn An meAf m6]\ 
ACA Ait^ An j^^'^i^S ^ n-AiceA^A eile, but) C6it\ -oo A^t\^eA6A 
A^uf 'OO triAitpeACA nA b-ei|\eAnn uoipugAt) a n-u|\nuige 
A5Uf A 'o-ceA5Af5 C|\i'ofCAige a 6up |\oinie a b-pAifDi a 

n-jAe-OltlS, tAbAljXC teO, AgAf CAbAipC opfvtA f|\eA5At\ A 

t:AbAi|AC of^tA A n-5AeT)ili5. CeAT) aca 1 a 61a6x)ax) 5AC 
tA Aguf 5aC UAip, oi|\ A n-TDiAit) A 5-cpeiT)ini If 1 An oi-Ot^eACc 
If luACrhAfVA A tAinic AnuAf CusAinn o n-Af finnfit^i. 

5-CU1tA1*6 t)lA fVAt AgUf fAtAtimAf, At) A^Uf AOlbneAf, AlfA 

rhuincit^ nA g^^'oitse, Aguf 

50 SAbAtuis *OiA GifAe ! 
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CHAPTER VI. 



Here will we sit and let the sound of music 
Creep into our ears Shakespeare. 



#: HE Rev. E. Cassidy, CO., Donegal, 
? delivered a short address in Irish^ 
and was followed by the Rev. J. 
M'Ateer, O.C., Ardara, who sang 
the " Coulin " in Irish, with ad- 
mirable sweetness. 

At different times during the pro- 
ceedings ancient airs were played by Turlough MacSweeney, 
the famous Donegal piper, who won such renown at the 
World's Fair. 

The most Rev. Dr. O'Donnell, said, — My Lord Cardinal, and 
dear people, I have been paying close attention all day long to 
the addresses, thinking tliat sometliing might be omitted that 
towards evening I could supply out of a very small store of know- 
ledge ; b\it no such omission has occurred. The artists who 
liiive worked at the figure of St. Columba. have drawn, for us 
a ])ictuie that would be only spoiled by any retouching. 
The figure has natural beauty, for St. Columba, like all great 
souls, loved nature as he loved nature's God. He loved the 
oaks of the forest, and the billows of the ocean, and the heron 
by the lake, and the seagulls on the sea cliffs. He also had 
supernatural beauty in an extraordinary degree, for everj^ 
fibite of his being was moved b}^ faith of that strength to 
which our Divine Lord alluded when he spoke of mountain- 
moving faith. I am myself strongly inclined to the view 
of those who hold that it was the slaying of the Prince who 
took sanctuary with Columba that made the cloud to burst 
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over Derinot's head, and that the Saint was connected with 
subsequent bellicose events in which his name became a 
battle cry in a much more remote degree than popular 
opinion supposes. St. Columba was a man who loved 
justice and hated iniquity. He was a saint who bathed 
the feet of many pilgrims, and taught perfection to many 
penitents, ond raised the drooping heads and wiped away 
the burning tears of many stricken with sorrow ; and when 
to-day we rejoice to recall the great work which he did in 
preaching salvation to so many peoples, and in spreading 
the Kingdom of God so far and wide, it is right that we should 
ask Cclumba to offer up his prayers with ours that the pro- 
ject in which the glorious Pontif? novv reigniiig over the 
Church is so deeply interested may soon be accomplished, 
that is the reunion of Christendom, so that there may be one 
fold and one shepherd. In commemoration of this 
4,'lorious festival which we have kept for the Dove of Ihe 
snowy wing, and which marks, I venture to think, one of 
the brightest days in all the history of 33onegal, I intend, 
^vith God's blessing to appoint some one cf the priests to be 
ofiicially recognised henceforward as the historian and 
antiquary of this diocese. We go now to our homes 
praising God, and determined not to forget to thank Him for 
^lU He has done for us on this happy centennial feast of our 
great county saint. Before we go I will ask theJl Cardinal 
Primate to give us the blessing of St. A-O^rhriAn, and St. 
Columba, and of Patrick all in one. 

His Eminence Cardinal Logue then blessed the assembled 
multitude. 

A notice of the celebration would be incomplete without 
reference to the splendid organising capacity that made it so 
marked a success. The arrangements were perfect, and 
-everything went like clockwork. 
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SECTION V. 

SECOND DAY. 



CHAPTER I. 




Profit and pleasure mingled thus with art, 

To soothe the fancy and improve the heart — Hokacb. 



LARGE proportion of those who came 
to witness yesterday's centennial celebra- 
tion still remain in Letterkenny, and 
to-day the new cathedral in course of 
erection was inspected by a considerable 
: number. Rapid progress has been made 
with the work, and though the walls of 
the sacred edifice are not yet raised to 
the full height, it is some satisfaction to know that it 
was sufficiently advanced to enable the large number of 
visitors to Donegal this week to bring away an exact 
idea of its proportions, and a pretty accurate conception 
of what its beauties will be when all is complete. It 
will rank wdth the finest cathedrals in Ireland. The style 
is early Gothic. It will be lighted with lofty lancet win- 
dows, whose severity is relieved by the introduction, of tre- 
foil heads. The aisle walls are complete, r.nd the inner walls 
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teici|i CAtiriAtiAin. Letterkenny. 

From a photo by Lawrence, Dublin. 




Interior Old Church, Letterkenny. 

From a photo by Lawrence, Dublin. 
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havo been built to clerestory height. The aisles are divided 
from the nave by five lofty arches, supported on clustered 
columns, and at the intersection of tEe transepts of the nave 
are four very high arches resting on massive shafted supports. 
The choir is in the form of an apse, ending with nine sides, 
in each of which is an acutely pointed arch communicating 
with the ambulatory. The effect of this arcade, supported 
cn slender columns carried round the chancel, is very beauti- 
fvl and impressive to the visitor ai once on entering the 
building. The principal entrance is a lofty arch deeply re- 
cessed, and richly moulded. Above it is a magnificent win- 
dow. The tower stands at the north-eastern angle. Its 
height will be 120 feet, and it is now raised to within 30 feet 
of: its summit. It vv^ill be surmounted by a spire, the 
wbole attaining a height of 240 feet. The cathe- 
dral is 200 feet long, 66^ feet wide across the aisles and 
nave, and 100 feet across the transepts. The cathedral 
stands on the /slope of the hill over the town, and its lofty 
walls, carrying ten pointed arches and pinnacles, rising in 
stdtely grandeur above the houses, give special beauty and 
iinportance to Letterkenny when approached from almost 
any side. Mr. William Hague is the architect. The build- 
ing was started by the present distinguished occupant of the 
See of Adamnan, and his energy and power of organisation 
lisive enabled the work to be carried on with great rapidity, 
ai^d make it certain thati the diocese of Raphoe, whose 
religious fers'our was so remarkably manifested this week, 
will have a place second to none in Ireland for the beaut}' of 
it^ cathedral and religious edifices. 
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THE NEW COXVENT SCHOOLS. 



Blessing THE Found AXIOM. 

To-day his Eminence Cardinal Logue blessed and laid the 
foundation stone of the new National Schools attached to the 
Loreto Convent, Letterkenny. The nuns have a boarding 




Loreto Convent, Letterkenny. 

From a plioto hy Lawrence, Duhlin. 

school, select school, and a National school, and the attend- 
ance at the last-named has of late far outgrown the accom- 
modation that the existing building affords, and the erection 
of new schools became a necessity. The 'Most Rev. Dr. 
O'Donnell procured the site near the Cathedral grounds, and 
invited his Eminence to perform the ceremony to-day, as 
portion of the Columba centennial celebration. The 
foundations have only recently been dug. His Emi- 
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nence was accompanied by the Most Rev. Dr. O'Donnell, 
and the following were amongst the clergymen present: — 
Bight Eev. Monsignor M'Glynn, P.P., V.F., Stranorlar; 
llight Eev. Monsignor M'Fadden, P.P., V.P., Donegal; 
Right Rev. Monsignor Gallagher, P.P., Carrigaxt ; Rev. Dr. 
Magnire, Gweedore; Rev. P. Kelly, P.P., Ardara; Rev. W. 
Sheridan, Administrator, Letterkenny; Rev. J. Stephens, 
C.C., Letterkenny; Rev. Father Figan, C.C., Ar- 
magh; Rev. J. Sweeney, C.C., Kineasslagh ; Rev. T. J. 
Sweeney, P.P., Killybegs ; Rev. P. Daly, P.P., Ballintra; 
Rev. B. Kelly, P.P., Ballyshannon ; Rev. John Dohert^^ 
P.P., St. Johnston ; Rev. James Gallagher, P.P., Rathmnl- 
len; Rev. P. Logue, P.P., Killcar; Rev. James Murra3% 
Glentios; Rev. C. Cunningham, CO., Gleneolnmbkille ; 
Rev. D. M'Gettigan, C.C., Newtowncunningham ; Eev. 
J. Boyle, C.C., Inver; Eev. P. M^afEerty, Adm., 
Invor: Eev. Joseph Sheridan, CO., Falcarragh; Eev Hugh 
Gallagher, President St. Eunan's Seminary, Letterkenny. 

His Eminence was robed in the cap pa magna, wore the 
mitre, and carried the crozier, while blessing the foundations 
and laying the stone. The ceremony was witnessed by a 
large concourse of people. A choir of children from the 
€onvent Schools sang the sacred music admirably. After the 
ceremony his Eminence, the Bishop, and the clergy with a 
number of invited guests, visited the convent, where an ex- 
cellent musical programme was performed by the children, 
a choir of whom sang a number of part songs and an original 
hpnn to St. Columba, composed by a member of the Insti- 
tute of Loreto Sisters, and set to music by Mr. George Mul- 
hoUand, Derry. The Convent children were joined by kind 
lady friends from Eathfarnham in playing solos, duets, and 
trios on the violin, violoncello, and piano. One of the 
pupils read an Address to His Eminence Cardinal Logue, 
in which it was stated — 
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" It befits us specially to remember tlie great interest and 
tlie unfailing friendship which, you have bestowed on our 
convent and school at all times since your coming on the 
mission to Glenswilly, and afterwards among the cares and 
responsibilities of the lofty and sacred dignities to which you 
have been called by the providence of God." 

Another of the boarders recited a piece in blank verse 
welcomin*]; the Cardinal. The reading of the address and 
the recitation were perfect. 

His Eminence said, in reply, — My dear children, I thank 
you deeply for the warm reception which you have given me, 
and for the splendid treat which you have afforded the 
clergy, the visitors, and myself. Your performance was a 
most pleasing and a most successful one. One thing in your 
address is quite true. I have always felt a deep interest in 
the TV elf are of the schools of this beautiful convent. When 
I lived here I thought it was the convent of Ireland for edu- 
cation, and for the training of the girls in every useful and 
ornamental department. Seeing the good work the Lore to 
Tiuns were doing at the boarding school, I thought of the 
little children, and endeavoured to get i\ school for them 
too, and the administrator who was here then and myself 
struggled hard for that purpose. The first that was assist- 
ing me is gone to his reward, and a good zealous priest he was. 
We tried to <ret a lease; but at the outset we were tied 
hand and foot with red tape — we got only the name of a 
lease. My successor was more fortunate than myself in get- 
ting the little girls placed under the nuns. I am sure you 
reaKse now, and you will realise it even more thoroughly 
later on in life, the blessing you have in being placed under 
the care and having the advantage of the instruction of 
the nuns of the Loreto Convent. They have proved 
themselves most successful teachers in every department 
from the highest to the lowest. Any person who takes up 
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tli.0 records of the result lists of the Intermediate exami- 
nalions, or even higher examinations, will find that the 
Loreto nuns swept all before them in Ireland; and 
it is not only in Ireland that they have shown their 
strength. I remember being present in a Loreto Convent in 
8unny Andalusia. I had known the convent, and the 
Reverend Mother, who was a Reverend Mother in Letter- 
kennj^. I inquired of her, and learned that crowds of young 
ladies in every part of Spain were delighted to be under the 
charge of the good Loreto nuns. To see the faces 
of some of the youns^ ladies was quite enough to know 
their nationality. They were of Irish descent, and though 
their families were three hundred years in Spain, they 
preserved all the characteristics of the race. There 
were there of the first families other ladies of pure Spanish 
blood who were easily distinguished. It was easy also to 
distinguish the Irish nuns, who went out there as foreign 
missionaries, as Ireland sent forth her missionaries centuries 
ago, and they w^ere there filled with that old missionary' 
spirit, that led St. Columba to lona, and led so many of the 
Irish saints to every part of the Continent. The Irish nuns 
there keep up to-day that spirit, and give every promise 
that it will not die out nor lose any of its glowing 
warmth, if they can prevent it; and the same devotion 
that distinguishes them distinguishes the good nuns 
in our own country. I have always looked upon the 
education of the little girls as the most important work 
for religion, because it is they that will have the forming of 
the mind of the coming generation, and will give an impetus 
for good to many generations in the future. Important as 
the training of the boys is, the training of the girls is more 
important still from the religious point of view, because I 
believe that that grand spirit of faith and that fervent piety 
and that tender devotion, for which Ireland is so remarkable, 
is due specially to the mothers of Ireland. Therefore such 
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s<?liools as these are important in the eyes of those charged 
with the spiritual welfare of the people, where our little girls 
wj]l be trained in every useful branch of knowledge, as well 
as the ornamental, and, above all, will receive a sound re- 
ligious training. For these reasons I was delighted to-day 
to take part, and a leading part, owing to the modesty of 
your good Bishop, and his unselfishness in the important 
work done for religion — ^the raising of a new school, which,. 
T^ith God's blessing, will, I believe, rival the magnificent 
schools already erected for the boys. 

The Most Rev. Dr O'Donnell, said,— My dear friends, it 
has been a souj ce of intense gratification to us all that the 
Cardinal was able to be here to-dny, to lay the foundation 
stone of the new Convent schools of Saint Columba. His 
presence brought joy to the clergy, and the people, and most 
of all I think to the good nuns, who now for half a century 
have been doing stich splendid work in this neighbourhood, 
and to the children who have the happiness of being under 
their care. As the Cardinal has justly remarked, the 
Lore to Schools are in the forefront of the educational efforts 
m?Ae in this country for the higher education of women 
(rpplause). They have a place of their own in the records of 
the Eoyal University and the Intermediate Board, and I 
think the least I may say of them in connection with their 
work in this school, is that during the short time they 
have had charge of the female National school of this town, 
they have shown that their capacity for the education of 
children in the primary grades is nothing behind the capacity 
which everybody in every part of the country acknowledges 
they possess in the higher subjects. We have had an exhibi- 
tion to-day which speaks much for their literary culture and 
musical training ; but I have come in here when there were few 
else present besides the children and their teachers, and I am 
happy to say that industrial and artistic education are not for- 
gotten in the Loreto National Schools. I join in expressing 
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gratitude to the good ladies who received their training in that 
convent school at Rathfamh.am, which is the glory of the 
Loreto Order, and who, in the spirit that has ever animated 
the Loreto children, came here to take part in this display 
which is at once in honour of Saint Columba, and in wel- 
come of the Cardinal Primate of All Ireland. The children, 
may go home assured that all the guests, as well as his Emi- 
nence are intensely pleased with this exhibition, and if they 
liavc acquitted themselves so w^ell when cramped within these 
poor walls, what may we not expect when they are trans- 
ferred from this atmosphere to the brighter one on that hill 
where the foundation stone was blessed to-day? The 
great saint, in whose honour the foundation stone was 
blessed, was called the Saint of the Seas. Well, be was also 
the Saint of the Hills. I hope you will always cherish 
such feelings as are expressed in the hymn that was sung 
here, and never forget that the children of Donegal, and 
especially the children of the neighbourhood of Gartan, have 
a claim upon his prayers and protection that will not fail to 
be recognised by him in his place of power before God. 

His Eminence Cardinal Logue asked tbat the Children 
might be given a holiday and the Rev. Mother conveyed her 
assent. 

Most Eev. Dr. O'Dcmiell, rising, said : — " During the last 
few days frequent mention w^as made of the efforts that were 
being put forth to build the new Cathedral, and no mention 
of that subject was made without reminding me that in 
the interests of that Cathedral some of our dear friends of 
the priesthood W'ere far away whose hearts were with us 
during the celebrations, and I Avould like before we conclude 
this festival of yesterday and td-day in bonour of St. 
Columbfu to say on my own behalf, as I am sure I may say 
on behalf of his Eminence and of the piiests and people of 
Baphoe, that we are glad to feel that on this happy occasion 
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we had tlie b.eiirtj- sympathy of our delegates for the Cathe- 
dral in America— Father M^Dwyer, Father Cannon, and 
most of all Father M'Fadden the patriotic priest of Gwee- 
dore, who had ever a most intense love for Columba, and 
who is working with heroic effort to bring from our generous 
friends beyond the ocean the funds that will complete the 
Cathedral, even to its very utmost requirements. 



ODE TO ST. COLUMBA. 

O Lover of the Irish land ! 
O Leader of the patriot band ! 
O faithful heart! whose loyal love 
Rose always to the Throne above — 
We lift to thee our praise and praver, 
Columba ! take us to thy care. 

Columba ! in yon far off skies, 
Hear thou the Irish homage rise. 
Thou, who didst love our vales and hills, 
Hear thou the prayerful chant that fills 
The Irish glens that thou hast trod, 
Columba, on thy way to God ! 

Look back upon thy earthly years, 
Columba, thou dost know our fears. 
Thou knowest our joys and sorrows well, 
O glorious saint ! And thou canst tell 
How fondly, trustfully, we come 
To seek thee in the exiles' Home. 

Oh ! by thy own sad exile-days, 

By all the thorns that strewed thy ways ; 

By all thy hours of longing prayer, 

Columba ! take us to thy care ; 

And lead us Home, with tenderest hand, 

O Lover of the Irish land ! 

Loreto, 9th June, 1897. 

The Eev. Joseph Sheridan, C.C., Falcarragh, and others 
sang a number of Irish songs before this very pleasant 
meeting was brought to a close. 
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THE PRESE]S'TATI(3X BROTHEES' SCHOOLS AXD 
THE EDrCATIOX QI^ESTIOX. 



His Eminence also visited the schools of the Presentation 
Brothers, where he was received by the Superior and com- 
munity. The hoys sang a selection of paii: songs, and at 
the conclusion an address was read by one of the pupils and 
I^resented to his Eminence. The address stated: — 

Though few of us remember you in this ancient and 
historic diocese of Raphoe, yet we have heard from oui* 
parents of the kindly solicitude with which you watched 
over the young, especially those of Letterkenny, with whom 
you were more immediately connected, a work now so ably 
performed by your illustrious successor, the Most Rev. Dr. 
O'Donnell, who, though engaged in building a mag- 
nificent Cathedi'al yet foiiind means of providing 
us, through the constant help of the priests, with these 
beautiful school-rooms in which it is our delight 
to receive your Eminence. In conclusion, we pray that you 
may be long spared to perform the most exalted and meri- 
torious work." 

His Eminence, who was received with applause, said:— 
" My dear young friends, in the first place I have to thank 
you, not only on my own behalf, but on behalf of his lord- 
ship, the bishop, and the clergy and the laity here present, 
for the beautiful specimens of music you have given us, 
and in the second place for the beautiful address just read 
by one of the senit r pupils. I am delighted to find that 
you have such splendid new schools, for I have had the 
pleasure — and a great pleasure it was — ^to watch, over the 
education of some of your predecessors in this town, and 
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although they had a good earnest teacher, yet they were not 
so magnificently provided with the material aids to educa- 
tion as you now are. I can certainly congratulate the good 
Brothers upon the worlc that lias been done for your comfort 
auil convenience by his lordship and tlie clergy in pro- 
viding yoti with those beautiful new schools (applause). 
You have referred to the new Cathedral in your address, 
which is rising up to structural completion in all its 
beauty. I have always felt an interest in its building, and 
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I once thought I would have an active part in the progress 
of the work here. However, that interest is now giving 
place to jealousy, for though at Armagh there is a fine 
Cathedral, I have reason to fear that it will be thrown com- 
pletely in the shade by the magnificent new Cathedral that 
is being built here (applause). There is one thing I 
never lo-je interest in, and that is the education of the youth, 
and particularly of the boys, of Ireland. I never feel so 
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happy as I do when I visit a well-conducted school of young 
boys. I will give you some of the reasons why I say so. In 
the first place wc old men are going down the hill, and 
around us are descending the darkening shades, soi we 
naturally take an interest in those who are to come after us ; 
and secondly, because one day we have to hand over to their 
keeping the destinies of religion and country here in Ireland. 
They are the men of the future, both as young Catholics and 
young Irishmen, and hence there can be nothing of greater 
interest to me than efforts directed towards having tbem well 
prepared for their future responsibilities. I am 
glad to find that the boys here are being very well 
prepared. You have advantages here which none of your 
predecessors had. Though I am not very old yet, I remem- 
ber myself the last of the old hedge school teachers. The 
first teacher under whose care I was placed when a boy 
began his career as a teacher of a hedge school, and thus 
the shadow of the ban which was placed upon the education 
of Catholics here in Ireland came down, I may say, to my 
own time. There is of course a ban still, but it is not so 
sweeping in its effects as the ban which excluded Irish 
Catholics altogether from the benefits of education, so that 
they were obliged to seek knowledge in the fields, on 
the rocks of the mountains, and by the hedges, whence 
comes the name of the old school. I have thus much connec- 
tion with the past that, though he was no longer a hedge 
school teacher, it was under one who began as a hedge school 
teacher that I first studied, so you will see that there is a 
vast improvement in the practice and the principles of edu- 
cation since. You have proper schools and proper appliances, 
and there is some money devoted by the Government to the 
education of the young, and you have brought into the system 
of education a power and an influence which were excluded, 
as far as the Government of the country could exclude 
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ihem, up to very lately (applause). You have the advan- 
tage of being trained here by the good Presem- 
tation Brothers, and that is an advantage which 
some of us can appreciate, more perhaps than you 
-could, because those who possess advantages do not 
appreciate tliem as much as those who never possessed them. 
You have advantages which we had not, because you receive 
that training in your schools which is best adapted .to fit 



men for the battle of life. A good, sound education, joined to 
a good, sound, safe moral training, and the opportunities 
which you have of receiving this good education is my chief 
hope in the future of Ireland, because you must remember 
this, that you have a future before you far more 
dangerous than your predecessors. The world is not be- 
coming better as it is growing older, and I must confess 
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that as I Tisit a boys' class I of ten. think of the dangers that 
await the boys, who are of course entirely innocent of the 
trial that is before them. * The world is' not growing better, 
but growing worse day by day, and one terrible feature of 
the world at present is that men are beginning to. forget 
that there is a higher path than aiiy marked for us in this 
world. They are, it niay be, so carried away by the niaterial 
spirit of the age that they lose sight of the hereaf ter^ an.d 
they devote to the little time they are to pass in this world 
all the energy and the thought which should be devoted to 
the far higher interests and far more important destin^y 
that await them hereafter. One thing we may be certain 
of, thank God, that boys placed as you are under the care 
of the good Brothers will have their holy faith to guard 
them against the danger in the future. You are trained 
in the principles of your holy religion as well as in the 
principles of science. Those who are opposed to us say that 
the Catholic Church and the clergy are obscurantists. 
There never was a falser charge (applause). We are no ob- 
scurantists. We wish to develop to the utmost extent the 
intellects of our young people, to give them every oppor- 
tunity of expanding their talents and of acquiring know- 
ledge. You have only to look around you here and observe 
the beautiful schools that have sprung up even within the 
memory of people who are still living to see that this charge 
is utterly unfounded (applause). That is the best proof in 
the world that the pastors of the Catholic Church are not 
obscurantists. We think' that the young should be 
thoroughly trained for the battle of the w6rld, but we think 
that that training should not be carried out at the expense 
of -'the far higher interests. ; There is no : difficulty in 
uniting: both great aims. ^ Some of the greatest scientists 
of 'the present day, some of the most eminent discoverers 
in science, are also the most eminent Christians. One 
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of the greatest discoverers of the day died only a short 
time ago in Paris, whose scientific research has been of 
incalculable service to the whole human race. Pasteur 
was a most exemplary and edifying Christian. These 
facts show conclusively that you can have the highest 
developments of science united to the deepest and strongest 
ifeligious faith (applause), ^[ence we are all very anxious to 
have our people trained in a religious atmosphere. I do not 
mean to say that every hour of the day you should have your 
catechism or prajer books in your hands, but there should 
be something t(» remind the children of the presence of God, 
even during the time of secular instruction. I do not be- 
lieve that the half hour's religious instruction that they 
allow is sufficient. "VVe do not want to have religion, one of 
the most important subjects to man, put in a comer, hidden 
away. We want to have the atmosphere of the schools re- 
ligious, and though we z^re opposed in that wish by persons 
of other denominations, I really believe that at bottom it is 
their faith as well as ours, and I think a strong proof of it i? 
that there is nobody in the country more anxious in the 
matter of having separate schools and separate training for 
their children than those very persons who are crying out 
for mixed education. Wherever they can have a school ex- 
clusively their own they are as tenacious to have it as Catho- 
lics, and it occurs to me that they want denominational 
education for themselves and to exclude us from it. How- 
ever, that battle is going on, and it may not be ended in my 
time, but, trusting the providence of God, and trusting the 
faith and zeal of the Irish priests and the Irish people, I 
trust the day is not far distant when those educational 
difficulties under which we labour will be completely swept 
^^'^J (applause). I refer, perhaps less to the primary and 
intermediate schools at present than to the higher walks of 
education. We can take, our boys and give them a fairly 
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good religio\as training in our primary schools, and there is 
less restriction still in the Intermediate schools, but once the 
Boys pass from the Intermediate School there is no 
ear^r open to them. In olden times all the educational 
endowments by the (xovornment were conferred upon those 
with whom we cannot associate — ^those with whom, espe- 
cially in colleges and boarding schools, we cannot associate — 
without peril to our faith. They had all the educational 
advantages in their own hands which were denied to us up 
to the present There seems to be a better feeling springing 
up of late. Our grievance in this matter seems to^ be 
acknowledged, but though it has been clearly acknow- 
ledged there has been reason to fear that the Catholic 
elaim will get the go-by again. But, please God, we will 
keep working at it. Our Lord refers in the Gospel to a 
man who wus rapping at his neighbour s door for the loavoi?, 
and who, though he did not get them for love, he got them 
because the neighbour wished to get rid of his annoyance 
(^applause). That is what we must do. We must keep 
hammering until we have every educational grievance of 
Ireland removed. There are other grievances of course, 
but it is not my business to interfere, particularly as there 
is such a cry out that there should be no priest in politics. 
I myself would join that cry if the country were differently 
eiicumstanced, but I know from the history of the past, I 
know from the circumstances of the present, that if the 
people of Ireland were abandoned by the priests there would 
be a great want (applause), and a greiat impediment even to 
the material progress of the country (cheers). Well, my 
dear* young friends, there is just another matter to which I 
wish briefly to direct your attention. If you have great 
advantages you have also great responsibilities. The world 
will expect more of you than it expected of the little Irish 
boys who were trained fifty or a hundred years ago by hedge- 
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schoolmasters, and the Church will expect more from you 
than she can reasonably expect from boys who have not 
your advantages. You have two interests to look to. The 
interests of this life must be looked to. It is one of the 
duties which Almighty God has placed upon us, and upon 
the fidelity to which much of our future in the next world 
may depend. You must look to that, but most of all you 
must look to your* religious principles (applause). You are 
prepared here to fight the battle of life in a way in which 
the boys of Ireland were not prepared before. You have an 
opportunity of receiving an education at the present day 
which was denie^l to them, and you have another advantage. 
Everything at the present day may be acquired by intellect. 
Every place of profit and honour is, as a rule, with, of 
course, some exceptitms, thrown open to those who have the 
energy and the intelligence to struggle for it, so that you 
have a great future before you. Therefore apply yourselves 
to the work of the moment Every boy should do his best in 
the class in which he is placed to master the business put 
before him by his teachers. Talent, of course, has a good 
deal to say to it, but the great difference in getting on in 
the world is not that one is much cleverer than another, but 
that one is much more industrious than another. Diligence 
is the great thing, and regularity. If you practice these 
the Brothers will in some future time have reason to point 
with pride to great numbers of pupils who have been success- 
ful in life. I intended, boys, to address very different remarks 
to you of a more amusing sort, but my friend the represen- 
tative of the Freeman came here determined to publish 
every word I say (laughter), and to put it in the hands of 
every one in Ireland and Great Britain to-morrow (applause)^ 
and so I have spoken on some more serious subjects than I 
intended detaining you with, that may have an interest for 
the public abroad (hear, hear). I have no more to say now. 



Digitized by Google 



150 



but to thank you for the kind reception you have given me, 
and I trust that you will all go on well in good health and 
by pui^suing the path of rectitude and hotooux achieve 
success in this life and happiness in the next. 

The Brother Superior, on behalf of the community, 
thanked his Eminence for his visit. 

His Eminence requested that the boys be given a holiday, 
and the request was promptly acceded to. 

The Most Rev. Dr. O'Donnell, who was received with loud 
applause said : — " I shall only say how fully I concur in the 
sentiments that have been so happily expressed by his 
Eminence in regard to the boys of the school and the work 
done hitherto by the Presentation Brothers. The boys have 
acquitted themselves veiy creditably this morning, because 
the Presentation Brothers have being doing for them for 
some years past now what the Columbian monks did for the 
Irish boys that went before them so many centuries ago 
in the golden days of Ireland's faith. This worthy com- 
munity of Presentation Brothers has been a blessing to 
Letterkenny and the neighbourhood, and I feel perfectly 
sure that as the boys grow older they will the more appre- 
ciate the great advantages they have had in being trained by 
such men (loud applause). 

The proceedings then ended, and the Cardinal and Bishop, 
with the clergy, retired amid the enthusiastic cheering of 
the bovs. 
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CELEBEATION IN DEEEY. 

{Derry Journal.) 

^ HE thirteenth hundred anniversary 
of the death of St. Columba (or 
Columbkille) has been celebrated in 
Derry with all possible eclat at a 
triumphant manifestation of the 
faith and fervour of the people. 
The scenes of yesterday are with- 
out parallel here. On Tuesday night, as the midnight 
hour approached, a vast body of the faithful assembled at 
the street known as St. Columba' s Wells, now a public 
thoroughfare and densely populated, and at the well of St. 
Columba, which has been re-opened for the occasion, and 
at the stone w^here it is said he was accustomed to kneel in 
prayer, the Kosary- was recited in Gaelic as a special tribute 
to the memory of this great Irish saint. Over this stone, 
which juts up through the roadway, a Gothic canopy in 
wood was erected, and this, illuminated by numerous lamps 
of many colours, looked very pretty when darkness had 
set in ; indeed it had the appearance of an altar lighted for 
service, and as the midni_ght hour tolled out and the anni- 
versary came a number who had remained uncovered their 
heads and offered up a prayer to St. Columba for Derry, 
and the people all along the houses displayed lamps in the 
windows such as are used for shrines in households, and 
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there are some very striking and ingenious illuminations 
of a mor^ pretentious character. At the hour of midnight 
whilst yet the priests were occupied in their solemn, duties 
with penitents, earnest artisans and amateur workers were 
silently engaged in the decoration of the interior of the 
churches and the altars, and after the clocks in the city 
towers had tolled the morning of the anniversary. Father 
Wm. Doherty (who had specially devoted himself to the 
celebration) was presented with a richly foliated branch of 
oak taken from a tree in the spot where once was one of the 
groves celebrated in the story of Columbkille. The branch 
of oak was presented to the good priest as he quitted his 
duties in th(^ confessional in the Long Tower, and this little 
act, small in itself, carried with it a significance appreciated 
by all who saw it and knew the association of Columbkille 
and the oak of his well-loved Derry. At five o'clock on 
Wednesday morning the religious ceremonies began with 
Masses for the working men. The churches of the Long 
Tower, the Cathedral (St. Eugene's), and St. Columb's, 
Waterside, were crowded. Masses continued till nine, and 
all through the day earnest worshippers poured into the 
churches to do solemn homage to the Blessed Sacrament in ex- 
position on the High Altars, all ablaze with the lights of the 
candelabra sliining out through a, wealth of beauteous 
plants and flowers. The pleasing feature of the day was 
the procession of school children, each school in the city 
conducted by the nuns or under Catholic control forming its 
own procession. This separate order was adopted to pre- 
vent crush and avoid the jDOSsibility of panic. The children 
were tastefully attired and bore handsome bannerettes, in- 
cluding those of the B. V. M., the Sacred Heart, and St. 
Columba. The order was excellent. The processions first 
proceeded to the Long Tower Church, which is on the site 
of St. Columba's Church, the Diihh Regies; thence by the 
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wells and stone, and on to St. Eugene's Cathedral. The 
orphans from the Nazareth Home, so well cared for by the 
Nazareth Nuns, looked radiantly happy. The Sisters of 
Mercy had charge of the children in the convent and other 
schools so admirably conducted by their Order. The boys 
of the Christian Brothers' schools and those of the National 
Schools looked remarkably well. Thousands of people 
lined the two sides of the route, luid amongst them many 
differing from them in faith. Indeed the attitude of the 
Protestant people is in this matter respectful and unobtru- 
sive, a fact that is much appreciated by many. Last night 
ended the Tridium, and it is no more than, the exact truth 
to say that the celebration is the most marvellous religious 
manifestation that this cil^y has seen in these generations. 

The religious ceremonies having concluded in the 
churches. Father William Doherty proceeded to the wells 
and addrc^ssed a vast crowd estimated at from ten to twelve 
thousand, and having impressed upon them for the last 
time the importance of the celebration in its devotional 
aspect, asked them to join him in the Rosarj'. All present 
knelt down in the roadway, and all took part in the re- 
sponses, the volume of voices ascending in prayer being re- 
markable. The Rosarv' having concluded. Father Doherty 
again, addressed the people and having imparted his blessing 
amid a scene of religious fervour not surpassed, all departed 
to their homes. Now that all is over it may be mentioned 
that five thousand persons received Holy Communion in the 
Long Tower Church alone. All through the people were 
strictly observant of the directions given them, and not the 
slightest hitch or difficulty occurred. 

When the great concourse of citizens had quitted the 
streets for their homes, there yet remained to be done a work 
of singular interest — namely, the digging out of St. 
Columba's stone at the Wells, and having it conveyed to 
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the Long Tower Church grounds. A band of volunteers soon, 
had the boulder raised out of the roadway, where, indeed, 
it has long been an obstruction to the tborougMares. The 
Corporation, however, owing to the veneration in whicli it 
was held by the people, did not interfere witb it, though no 
doubt its removal here will be acceptable to them for public 
convenience sake. About one o'clock a.m. the stone was 
borne to the church grounds and placed in the vestry pend- 
ing further arrangements. Father Doherty then assembled 
the workmen and a few friends, who remained with him in 
the chapel, and delivered an excellent discourse, showing 
the reverence for stones in early Scripture days. His bles- 
sing was then solemnly imparted in the hush of the old 
church in the silence of the earh^ morning, and this remark- 
able event in Deny ended. 




Digitized by Google 



155 



CELEBRATION IN DUEllOW. 

{Freeman s Journal.) 



0-DAY the thirteenth centenary 
of the death of St. Columbkille 
was celebrated with unusual re- 
ligious pomp and splendour at 
the beautiful church dedicated to 
his name, at Durrow, three miles 
from Tullamore. The handsome 
edifice which belongs to the parish of Tullamore occupies a com- 
manding eminence not far from the ruins of the famous 
monastic establishment founded by the great saint in the 
middle of the sixth century. Portion of the ancient abbey 
is still in great preservation, and is situated in the demesne 
of Durrow Court, the owner of which, Mr. Hector Robert 
Graham Toler, D.L., and his agent Mr. Toler R. Garvey, 
J.P., have done much to preserve the storied ruins from dese- 
cration or injury, and both of whom afford every facility to 
visitors having a taste for religious or antiquarian research. 
The abbey founded by St. Columba, after experiencing 
many vicissitudes* during 4;he incur sionjs of Danish and 
2>orman invaders, was plundered, and the monks expelled, 
in the reign of Henry VIII. It was one of the favourite 
retreats of the great saint and missionary, as his wTitings 
attest, and it was there he compiled the famous Book of 
Durrow, which is still preserved, and is recognised as one 
of the greatest ecclesiastical and historical records of the 
time. St. Columba also founded a great school at Durrow, 
which, like the contemporaneous establishments at Clonard 
and Clonmacnoise, flourished and continued to send forth 
light and learning until hordes of foreign invaders drove 
the pious teachers from their home, and appropriated the 
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ecclesiastical property. Close by the ruins of the ancient 
Abbey is a great Celtic cross said to have been brought by 
St. Columbkille from Clonmacnoise, which is still in a fair 
state of preservation, and continues to excite the wonder of 
the curious and the piety of the faithfid. A short distance 
awaj' is St. Columba's well, the waters of which are credited 
with remarkable properties. On a neat slab over the well is 
the inscription composed by the saint — 

Here angels shall enjoy my sacred cell. 
My sloe, my nut, mine apple, and my well," 

with the addition subsequently made — " St. Columbkille 
used this well when he preached the Gospel, and built an 
abbey near it, a.d. 555." 

The feast; of the saint has always been observed as a day 
of special devotion and cessation from labour in the district 
of Durrow, but never was the festival marked by such re- 
ligious solemnity as on the present occasion. The Very 
Eev. Tiugh Behan, P.P., V.F., TuUamore, who since his 
appointment to the pastoral charge of the district has taken 
the deepest interest in promoting devotion to St. Columb- 
kille, has had three beautiful altars of Sicilian marble and 
Irish granite erected in Durrow Catholic Church, which 
greatly add to the interior adornment if the handsome and 
commodous building, and through his instrumentality 
arrangements were made to celebrate to-day's festival with 
befitting ceremony. At 1.1 o'clock Solemn High Mass was 
begun, at which Father Behan presided, the celebrant 
being. Rev. J amt s Murphy, C.C. ; deacon, Eev. Thomas 
Murray, P.P., Eglish; sub-deacon, Eev. J. Hopkins, C.C. 
Tubberclare ; and master of ceremonies Eev. Wm. Bracken, 
C.C. A number of priests from the surrounding parishes were 
in attendance, and the large congregation present included 
not onTy the people of Durrow, but many from TuUamore, 
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Kilbeggan, and other places. The music of the Mass was 
very nicely rendered by the choir from TuUamore, under the 
direction of the talented organist, Miss Eustace, assisted by 
Mr. and Mrs. Gilsenan and Mr. F. Eustace. At the con- 
clusion of High Mass the panegyric of the saint was elo- 
quently preached by Rev. John Cassidy, C.C., Taghmon, 
Mullingar, whose fame as a pulpit orator extends beyond 
the diocese of Meath, and Benediction of the Most Holy 
Sacrament, followed by the chanting of the Te Deum, 
brought the imposing ceremonies to a close. 
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CELEBRATION IX HOLYWOOD, CO. DOWN. 



Down and Connor and a distinguished antiquary. The 
Chiu'ch, which is a magnificent edifice built at great cost, is 
dedicated to St. Columbkille. The panegyric of the Saint 
was preached by Rev. Edward O'Laverty, C.S.S.R., Rector, 
Dundalk. Between midnight and one o'clock in the morn- 
ing, the hour at which Saint Columbkille breathed his last 
on the 9th June, a.d. 597, the bell of tlie church was tolled, 
and after the arrival of 10 o'clock a.m. train from Belfast, 
Solemn High Mass was celebrated. The celebrant was the 
Ilev. John Nolan, C.C., St. Peters, assisted by the Rev. 
Joseph Burns, C.C., St. Patrick's, deacon; Rev. George 
CroUy, C.C., St. Patrick's, sub-deacon; and Rev. Martin 
McDonnell, C.S.S.R., master of ceremonies. In addition to 
Father James O'Laverty, P.P., M.R.I.A., Holywood, a 
number of clergy from the counties of Down and Antrim 
also assisted at the ceremonies. 

After the il ass the following leter from the Right Rev. 
Monsignor Kelly, Rector of the Irish College, Rome, was 
read by the Very Rev. Edward O'Lavertj-, C.S.S.R. : — 



(Freeman's JouritaLy 




situated town on the shores of Belfast 
Lough. The parish priest of the place is the 
Very Rev. James O'Laverty, P.P., M.R.I A., 
author of a luminous history of the diocese of 



ESTERDx\Y the impressive ceremonies 
in honor of the thirteenth centenary 
of the death of St. Columbkille took 
place at Holywood, a picturesquely 
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CoUegio Irelandeso, Roma, 

"3rd June, 189T. 

"The Very Rev. James O'Laverty, P.P., Holywood, Co. 
Down, Ireland, 

"Very Rev. and Dear Father — The Holy Father has 
been pleased to authorise me to transmit his congratulation 
to yourself and parishioners upon the success which Divine 
Providence through the intercession of St. Oolumbkille 
granted ^ to your most arduous and most commendable 
undertaking of building, furnishing, and endowing a 
parochial church in Holywood. His Holiness desires that 
the preachers and also the Catholic newespapers woxdd pro- 
claim the great merits of our forefathers in the Christian 
faith, and finally the Apostolic Benediction is cordially im- 
parted to yourself, to your parishioners, and to all who 
assisted in the good work of building and endowing the 
church. My dear Father O'Laverty, your humble servant 
in Christ. 

" Michael Kelly." 



Afterwards the Blessed Sacrament was borne in procession 
through the church grounds, tihe cliildren of the boys' 
schools walking in surplice and soutane and the pupils of 
the girls' schools in white costumes and wearing veils and 
wreaths. 
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THE ST. COLITMBKILLE CELEBRATION AT 
GAUTAX, CO. DOXEGAL. 

(By a Member of the London Gaelic League.) 

;HE imposing ceremonies on the spot 
from which radiated the Celtic 
missionary glory of the 6th century 
have a significance not adequately 
recognised even in the Catholic 
Press. It is impossible to convey, 
within the space of a newspaper 
article, even a remote idea of the historical interest, 
literary enthusiasm, and religious fervour aroused in 
Tyrconnell by the demonstration in Gartan. Certainly in 
no country in the United Kingdom, and probably in no other 
])art of til 3 civilised T\ orld, could the elements that stir the 
emotions be so combined. In England and Scotland, and 
even in other parts of Ireland, facilities for travel and 
intercommunication cause such admixture of race and blood 
that genealogical inquiry cannot penetrate beyond ^he 
second or third generation. It is scarcely conceivable to 
the average Englishman or Scotchman that there exist on 
this wild west coast a district two-thirds of one of the largest 
counties in the British Islands, the inhabitants of which 
are descended from one family — a race practically unmixexl 
for ] 400 years, whose traditions and whose written history 
during that period are better authenticated than those of 
any part of Europe or the civilised world. Of that historic 
family of Hy Xiall, Columba but combined in himself in an 
exalted degree the qualities which distinguish the race to 
this day. The history and biography of Columba are the 
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personal possessions and family records of eveiy Catholic 
household from Ballyshannon to InnishuU, and from Lilford 
to Tory Island — more than a thousand square miles in ex- 
tent. And we have it on the authority of Pinkerton that 
Adamnan's Life of Columba, written 1300 years ago, " is 
the most complete piece of such biography that all Europe 
can boast of, not only at so early a period, but even througli 
the whole middh^ ages." There are not many names in the 
diocese of Raphoe that cannot be traced back through well 
authenticated records and carefully guarded traditions to 
Xiall of the tNino Hostages. The O'Freels descended from 
Eoghan, the brotlier of Columbkille, still live the same 
simple peasant life in Kilmacrenan. The O'Donnells 
from Dalagh and Domhnall Mor, the Lords of Cinel 
Connail in the 9th century. The O'Boyles from Baighell, 
the son of Bradagan, first cousin of Ualagh. The O'Doherty s 
fi'om Dochertagh, second cousin to the same Dalagh. The 
Wards, hereditary bards of Tyrconnell. The 0' Gallaghers 
and Cannons, ail from branches of the same stock. The 
M'^Jfelises, erenaghs of Columban ecclesiastical foundations 
and so on. Not one family in ten in the Diocese of Eaphoe 
whose descent cannot be so traced. 

Imagine then an immense gathering of 10,000 of the men 
and women of that race on a wild mountain side, the scenic 
grandeur of which is unsurpassed in Europe, assembled at 
the most solemn ceremonial of the Christian Church, in the 
real presence of the Divine Redeemer. Imagine kneeling 
on the ground in the open air in this stupendous solitude^ 
that vast assemblage of the race of Tyrconnell — ^the central 
human figures a Cardinal prince of the Church bom on that 
mountain side ; a princely Bishop of that same royal line ; 
a hundred priests, everyone of whom can trace his descent 
back to the same royal ancestor ; the ritual of the religious 
, ceremonial precisely the same as that used by the Great 

L 

Digitized by Google 



162 



Saint of tlie 6tli century, whose festival was being held. 
Listen to sermons, odes, poems, and secular orations in the 
very language of St. Columba— -not varied by the slightest 
dialectical change— the very words and forms of speech of 
the great national council of the Celtic nations at Drum- 
ceatt in the 6th century. When the reader has done this 
he will have some idea, though inadequate, of an assemblage 
the significance, religious, historical, and pliilological, of 
which could not be paralleled in Christendom. But he will 
scarcely even then be able to do justice to the wisdom and 
administrative genius of the princely young Bishop of the 
historic diocese of Eaphoe, who two months since conceived 
the idea of that unique demonstration, organised it, and 
carried it to completion without aid from Press or platform, 
with a modesty that made it seem that he was the only per- 
son in that vast assembly that was entirely unconscious of 
the heroic part that he performed, l^o wonder that in the 
recent great council of the Irish race, all that historic race 
at home and abroad turned with one accord to him as the 
ideal prince and president in the people's assembly. The 
eloquence of that presidential address, which compelled the 
admiration of a hostile Press — " Even the ranks of Tuscany 
could scarce forbear a cheer " — ^was but an incident in the 
gifts, the universal recognition of which demanded that he 
should deliver it. The memoiy of Baithene's interruption 
of the hj^mn of praise to Columba at the assembly of Drum- 
ceatt, and the saint's rebuke to the bard in the word?, 
Praise only the dead, &c.," warn me against pursuicg 
further this fascinating theme. At the conclusion of High 
Mass, celebrated, as I have said, in the oj)en air, on a tem- 
porary altar erected on the rock whereon, in a.d. 52], St. 
Columba was born, the parish priest of Gartan advanced to 
the front of the altar enclosure and delivered in the old 
Gaelic tongue of Columba, the mother tongue of the vast 
majority of that great assembly, an eloquent and impres- 
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sive sermon on the lesson to be learnt from the life of 
the great saint. It was something more than a mere coin- 
cidence that the place of St. Colnmba's birth has for its 
parish jiriest the gifted Father Andrew M*Xelis, a most elo- 
quent preacher, and a most fluent Gaelic speaker amongst 
the priests of Donegal. The M*Jfelises were the herenaghs, 
or hereditary abbots of ome of the Donegal monasteries of 
St. Coluniba. What could be more consistent with the 
wisdom, that characterises the administration of the diocese 
of Raphoe than to provide that, on the occasion of the cele- 
bration of the 13th centenary of the gi'eat Gaelic saint, his 
natal parish should be in charge of a priest of that name, 
and one whose love for the Gaelic tongue was nurtured in 
the infancy of his sacred minstrj'- by Father Dan O'Donnell, 
the memory of whose saintly life in the Rosses will never 
grow dim. My province is not to comment on the matter of 'the 
sermon ; but its Gaelic eloquence and pathos gave pleasure 
which only the solemnity of the religious ceremonies coidd 
prevent its being loudly and enthusiastically applauded. 
.The sermon might be described as a well of Gaelic unde- 
filed by a single Saxon word or Saxon thought. 
The exigencies of the space so kindly placed at my dis- 
posal by the patriotic proprietor' of the Catholic Herald and 
Observer prevent my giving in detail at least on this occasion 
the substance of the addresses delivered by the various 
speakers, clerical and lay, selected by the Bishop to deal 
with the most striking incidents in the life, and the most 
pronounced traits in the character, of St. Columba. The 
profound learning of the Cardinal Primate of All Ireland 
and the burning eloquence of the Bishop of Raphoe are too 
well known to the Catholic world to need comment from me. 
But what is not so well known, and what I feel deeply the 
inadequacy of my words to convey, is the high standard of 
literary excellence and of native eloquence attained by all 
the speakers and writers of poems and odes in Latin, 
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Gaelic, and English tongiies— all native Donegal men. The 
high standard of literary finish and of trained elocutionaiy 
elegance set by Father Boyle, now of Inver, in his speech 
which elicited enthusiastic applause, was sustained through- 
out all the addresses. If Father Boyle's object was in his 
own words, to cause the figure of St. Columba to stand out 
luminous and fascinating against the deepening back- 
ground of time," it was obsei-vable that he was eminently 
successful in attaining that object. The address of Father 
James Gallagher, P.P., of Eathmullan, was an essay in dig- 
Jiified and polished English illuminated by flashes of true 
Celtic imagery. The very reverend and learned Dr. 
Mf.guire drew upon his rich storehouse of classic culture 
and archaeological learning to produce word pictures of the 
monastic foundations of the Columbian period as luminous 
as a series of limelight views. Mr. Jerome Boyce wisely 
directed his rcN-iew of Columba to the Patriotic side, and 
showed that the sterling patriotism which distinguished St 
Columba has never deserted the old land of Tyrconnell. Mr. 
P. T. M'Ginley, whose long residence in Saxon lands has 
only served in ijuicken and intensify his love of the Gaelics 
tongue, made a strong appeal for the cultivation and 
fi^pread of the old langimge. The Eight Rev. Monsignor 
M*( jlynn delighted the heart and roused the enthusiasm of 
every Gaelic speaking jSTationalist, by the Gaelic eloquence 
and statesmanlike ability with which he applied to the ex- 
isting political and National situation in Ireland the pro- 
found lesson to be drawn from the historic and memorable 
assembly of Drumceatt. We have been told a thousand 
times that 1h(nigli the Gaelic tongue may be the language 
of the emotions, it is not the fit medium for commerce, 
finance, or statesmanship* Father M^Glynu gave practical 
evidence in his n address that the elucidation of the most 
complex J. 1 obi ems of politics and finance is quite within its 
icope; while the Gaelic poem by the gifted Owey Island* 
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man, the llev. J. J. O'Doiinell, sustaiiiGd the reputation of 
the Gaelic tongue as the Bpeeeh of the poetic music. The 
addressee of the Rev. Peter Kelly and Rev. P. Daly, P.P., 
were so largely concerned with the profound lessons in 
sanctity to be learned from the life and work of St. 
Columba that I am deteiTed from commenting at length 
upon their great excellence ; but even the least instructed 
layman could not fail to be influenced and impressed by 
their true and touching philosophy. The educational 
value of that great demonstration of the talents and piety 
of the men of Tyrconnell will be immense, and its effects 
far-reaching, deep and lasting. — Liverpool Catholic Herald,. 



'' Thoso eelebraiions mil no doubt have the effect of 
bringing to the minds of many thousands of people — Irish 
Scjotch, and English — a fuller knowledge than they ever had 
before of the lifo and labours of that great servant of God, 
a fuller estimate of the splendid services he rendered their 
several countries, and of the gratitude and reverence with 
which they should regard his memorJ^ Happily, the re- 
cords of the work of Saint Columba are by no means scanty. 
They have been largely dealt with from the days of his 
biographer, x^.damnan, dowTi to our own times. I do not, 
however, know oi any small and handy volume devoted to 
the life of the saint, except that which was some years ago 
reprinted from Montalembert's great work, " The Monks 
of the West — a charming little book delightfully written, 
but too high-priced to have a ix>pular circulation, and now, 
probably, out of print. I fancy that last Wednesday's pro- 
ceedings at Gartan, if reprinted in pamphlet form, would to 
a great extent supply the want ; and perhaps the idea may 
suggest itself to the committee in charge of the arrange- 
ment." 
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St. Mary's Church, Stranorlar. 



The Arches, Croghyhead, The Rosses. 
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THE BISHOP OF KAPHOE'S FIEST LETTEE ON 
ST. EUNAN'S CATHEDEAL, BEGUN IN 1891, 



HERE was a time when this ancient 
Diocese had no need of aid from 
beyond its borders to build either 
chapel or cathedral, During the first 
centuries of Christianity in Ireland 
the kinsmen of St. Columba vied with 
one another in erecting and endowing 
churches, schools, and monasteries 
of his order in our northern land. They were as holy in 
the cloisters and learned in the halls of Erin as they were 
brave on her battlefields, and not a parisli in green Tyr- 
connell but had its house of the Columbian Institute built, 
doweifed, thronged, and manned by the noble relatives of 
Gartan's Saint, their connections and allies. He was the 
central figure in a galaxy of sainted men, and wherever he 
went his devoted Clan-Connell followed with all the re- 
sources at their command. They built Raphoe for him; 
ihey endowed Derry for him ; and they sent out not ooily 
his twelve companions of the original foundation, but almost 
every abbot who came after him in lona during the period 
if its greatest fame including our own glorious Adamnan 
(Ennan), who was the ninth in the abbatial succession. 
The abbots of Hy, the Four Masters of Donegal, Marianus 
Scotus of Tyrhugh, and Colgan of Inishowen, have merited 
to become the common propertj^ of the Gael, 

Alas, that so much woe was in store for the illustrious 
churches and strong men of Erin. lona is in ruins, the 
ancient church of Derry has disappeared, and from Raphoe, 
where Columbldlle and Adamnan held sway, the Catholic 
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Bishop of tliis Diocese was driven out three hundred years 
ago, never since to return as to his home. And what of the 
men? What of the descendants of the Church-building 
warriors of our early Christianity? Thank God, they still 
live on. They are in America and Australia, in England, 
and Scotland, amid the mountains and by searshore of 
Donegal, where they struggle for dear life with all the 
bravery of their indomitable forefathers. They live on, and 
they are still the same church-building people in every 
quart*:r of the globe. Racial proscription, religious perse- 
cution, . and national martyrdom for centuries have been 
powerless to quench the spiritual flame that lightens the 
natur'e of the Irish Celt. 

Like the rest of their countrymen, the Catholics of Done- 
gal have ever scorned to play the paii; of persecutors them- 
selves. But they were among the very last in Ireland to 
give up the fight for the independence of their native land 
and the freedom of religion, and consequently they suffered 
the most, and are to-day among the poorest of the Irish 
people. Even after the flight of the Earis their hearts did 
not quail. Evefrj^ man capable of bearing arms in the coimty 
joined the standard of Owen Roe O'Neill, They fought 
under him at Bcnburb ; they helped his illustrious nephew 
to foil Cromwell before gallant Clonmel, and defend heroic 
Limerick against Ireton ; and they largely composed the 
remnant of Owen Roe's army, under Bishop Heber M'Mahon, 
that was cut to pieces within two miles of Letterkenny. 
Since that fatal day, the 21st of June, 1650, when. ScarifE 
HoUis was fought against fearf\il odds and lost despite 
unflinching bravery, hard has been the fate of the Donegal 
Irish. Yet, without land worthy of the name, without 
liberty, without position, they have held on, and are to- 
day a power abroad, and determined not to yield another 
inch at home 



Digitized by Google 



169 



^"either are they forgetting their olden glory. On the 
outposts of ancient Tyrconnell, in St. Columba's beloved 
Deny, a new Cathedral stands emblematic in its magnificent 
i)roportions of the re-risen glory of the Church and people 
of Inishowen; and now, in Letterkenny we are 
going, please God, to n\ise a house to the glory 
of His Name, that will be to the people of the Saint's native 
Diocese what the Eaphoe of St. Columba and St. Adamnan 
was to their ancestors, that will gladden the hearts and en- 
noble the ideals of our downtrodden race, and remain for 
ages not only a memorial, but a resurrection of the fallen 
shrines of Donegal. 

In St. Adamnan' s new Cathedral we shall have a Chapel 
to the Dove of the Church,'' whose birthplace lies only 
eight niiled ^rom Letterkenny, and whose victory-com- 
pelling "Psalter" our forefathers guarded in battle not 
less bravely than the Israelites of a former age fought 
around the Arc of the Covenant. Nor must we fail to 
commemorate on slabs of native marble St. Eman of Drim- 
home, St. Fiachry of Conwall, St. Naile of Inver, and St. 
Fin an of Cloghaneely, St. Mura of Fahan and St. Mselisa 
of Clonmany, St. Cairneach of Clonleigh, and St. Dabeoc of 
Lough Derg, St. Carthach of Kilcar and St. Baithen of The 
Lagan, St. Asicus of Rathcoon and St. Connell of Innis- 
keel. And how could we omit from our mural martyrology 
the names of Assaroe and Donegal, Killybegs and Rath- 
mullan, Sean-Gleann and Torj^ Kilbaron and Killodonnell, 
Templecrone and Kilmaerenan ? 

But let it not be supposed that we are going to attempt 
a very costly structure. We shall be content with a build- 
ing that can be equal to the requirements of the chief Church 
of liaphoe. The church, which we at present use as a 
cathedral, not only does not admit of the ceremonies of re- 
ligion being carried out with becoming splendour, but is 
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absolutely unequal to ordinary parochial wants during the 
summer months, and in any ease could not be allowed to 
stand much longer without serious risk in the crush of a 
mission or retreat. 

Our Cathedral will employ the poor diiring its erection, 
and will afterwards remain an object to elevate the minds of 
all in the intellectual and religious order. Until the biuld- 
ing is completed the Holy Sacrifice and jmblic prayers will 
be offered up once a week for all benefactors. They will, 
moreover, be partakers of the large spiritual favours 
specially granted last November by our Holy Father, the 
Pope, to those who aid in erecting St. Adamnan's Cathedral 
These are : — 

I. The Apostolic Benediction; 

II. A Plenary Indulgence once a year, on a day se- 
lected by each benefactor, who being truly peni- 
tent, having made a sacramental confession and 
received Holy Communion, devoutly visits the 
parish church of each, and there pours forth some 
pious prayers for the propagation of holy faith and 
according to the intention of the Supreme Pontiff. 

III. A partial indiilgence of thirty days for every good 
work in aid of erecting the Cathedral. 

The indulgences are applicable to the souls in purgatory by 
way of &uifrage. 

Knowing that " unless the Lord build the house in vain 
they labour who build it," I entreat the prayers as well as 
the alms of the faithful for our undertaking, and I pray 
in turn that God may for ever bless those who, out of their 
charity, help in any way to erect St. Adamnan's Cathedral. 

* Patrick O'Donnell, 

Bishop of Eaphoe. 

Letterkenny, 
Feast of St. Columba (9th June), 1891. 
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HYMNUS SiECULARIS 

In Ilonorem Sancti Columha occasione Expleti Sceculi Tertii 
Decimi Celebrandi ex qtco morttms est. 



Quam diem plausu celebremus sequo ? 
Seecvilum trinum decimum Cohimbee 
CflBlites inter redimiti euntis 

Personat orbis. 

Ilia fortunata aliena tellus ! 
Cselitus missum, soboles Potentum, 
Exulem te gestit, genuisse nostra 

Terra Conalli.* 

Hodie cantate pares triumphos, 
Unde mellito trahit ore plebem, 
Barbaras gentes Domino lucraturve 

Inclyfcus Abbas. 

Ejus exortu, Patriam periti 

Artium legumque sacrarum adornant, 

Quos petit Sanctus redolens amorem 

Lucis alendee. 

Cum scholas magnas penetravit usque, 
Ecce quantum omnes superat sodales I 
Odium pellit procul, et columen 

Fulget amoris. 

Nunc domus clarse posuit nitorem, 
Indolem regum tamen expiatam 
Servat, ac cselestia contuetur 

Corde calente. 

Benchor ' excellens, Cluan inde Erarda ' 
Emicans passim (eimili magistri 
Nuncupantur nomine, Finiano) 

Concelebravit. 

Studiis plene omnibus institutus, 
Litteris atque artibus (et Camoenas 
Otio raro colit), inde sevit 

Semina laeta. 

Insulse natalitise saluti 
Providus — nam gloria poster or um 
Praesulum jam diluculo videtur 

In juveni almo — 

Denique in fines rediens paternos, 
Struxit iEdem, Ccenobia apparavit. 
Mente complectens varise quot artes, 

Pandere verbum. 

Quos labores, ostia Faille * juxta, 
Cui loco nomen Daire-Colga * notum, 
Occipit gaudens, iterum precando 

Pignora dia» 
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Eligit vitse nocios beatee 

Quos Deus moastrat mentis repletos ; 

Cura fanorum bene devoluta 

Integra durat. 

Templa primus Bathbotiae stniebas, 
Ast Adamnano ut honor Patron i 
Restet baud invitus. Et intuentes ' 

Mira patrantem 

Te stupent omnes ; faber en molaris 
E rota rivum in rapidum evomente 
Volvitur letho ; precibus Columbie 

Spiritus adflat. • 

Heu ! Coloni vomeris baud potiti 
Artificem exquirunt, cui gnara fomax ; 
Quid juvat ? Fergnam juvenem edocebat 
Mirifice Abbas. 

Dicitar Phoebus mediis in orbis 
Partibus, Delphis, habitasse : constat 
Nobilem fundasse domum Columbam 

In media lerne. 

Daire-Magh ^ circa radiavit ejus 
Fulgor ; etsi mox nova quaerit arva, 
Ars colorum quis decorare quadret, 
Enitet iili. 

" Daire-Magh Librum " prius arte summa, 
Pingit exomatque manu perita, 
Omnibus mirum, decorare libros, 

Ars nova nata 

Maxime talis tamen artis Abbas 
Inclytum exemplar dedit in libello 
Quern vocant " Kenlis" ^ ; ibi perpolivit 
Biblia sancta. 

Viribus cultis minus ecce fidens, 
Optimus scriptor sapienter optat, 
Ipsa quae, dictante Deo, exarata, 

Multiplicentur. 

Insulam nostram docilemque sanctam 
Ssepibus circumdedit ; illico exul 
Scoticam oram sanguine quam adamavit, 
Sponte refugit. 

Januas regum reseras, et uno 
Conficis verbo nova signa. Quot se 
Ad Deum vertunt, monacho trahente 

Quem docuisti ? 

Haec erat tellus tibi cara vivo ; 
Jure concivem, Pater alme, dicit 
Terra Conalli ; memor, O Columba, 

Respice plebeni. 

1 Terra Conalli=Tirconnell. 2 Benchor=Bangor. 3 Cluan-Erarda=Clonara 
Faille=Foyle. 5 Daire-Colga=Derry. 6 Daire-Magh=Durrow. 'i Kenlis=Kelli. 
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From a sermon preached on Sutiday, June 5th, 1898, 
in St. Eugem's Cathedral, Derry, by the Most Rev. 
Dr. O'Donnell, Bishop of Raphoe. 



(From report in Derry Journal, June 6th, 1898.) 



He IS the patron of the exile, of the patriot, of the total 
abstainer. Above all, he is the paln.n of schocls. In him 
we find love of learning and love of piety most admirably 
combined. It was because of early association with the '»ld 
church in Kilmacrennrin he received i)art of his beautiful 
name ; or as a boy at school from the habit of gliding away 
from his companions to pray before the Tabernacle of the 
Lord in His holy temple. And is it not recorded that as a 
young monk in Derry, the head of a monastery and school, 
he was an apostle and doctor of the Blessed Sacrament P And 
who has read unmoved Adamnan's description of 
how Columba's spii'it passed away after midnight before the 
altar of the Lord in lona ? We cannot name any great cause 
of lasting moment to our people for which he may not be 
aptly chosen as the patron or advocate. But of that com- 
bination of lively faith and Irish feeling and highest 
scholarship which Providence may have in store as 
the great ideal and triumph of our people in the 
future he is eminently the model. Moreover, if besides our 
Divine Lord t}ie children of toil the wide world over have 
St. Joseph and St. Paul to invoke as not disdaining to use 
their hands in manual labour, it is well that the workers of 
our country should recall that St. Columba and his monks 
combined occupations like their own with the highest 
literary and religious pursuits. In our day there are no 
limits to the influence of the Press, and the Christian Press 
is one of the most powerful factors in the proper education of 
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the young. St. Columba was the greatest editor of his day, 
and every monastery he founded was as good as a printing 
house. Centuries before type was known the monks multi- 
phed the sacred Scriptures as fast as they could transcribe 
them, and it is a great lesson for us that to this work, when 
cc^ieswere hard to make, a man of St. Columba' s genius 
gave his days rather than to original composition. He was 
engaged at it until he could work no more. You remember 
he finished with the words, " They who seek the Lord shall 
not be deprived of any good." 




Catholic Church, Baphoe. 
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MESSAGE TO THE POPE. 

Pontifici Leoni XIII., Roma. Cardinalis Lague et 
Patritius, episcopiis Rapotensis, cum clero uiiiverso Rapo- 
tensi ac decern millibus laicorum saeculum tertium decim.11111 
Columbae celebrantibus, Beatitiidini vestrae obsequium 
devotissimum ac gratias effluentes impensissime reddunt. 

(translation.) 
•* Pope Leo XIII., Rome. 

" Cardinal Logue and Patrick, Bishop of Raphoe, together 
with all the Raphoe clergy and ten thousand people as- 
sembled to celebrate the thirteenth centenary of (--olumba, 
morst earnestly desire to express to your Holiness their 
devoted homage and unbounded gratitude." 



(telegram from his holiness.) 

REPLY. 

" Eminentissimo Cardinali Logue, 

" Letterkenny. 
Telegramma Eminentiae tuae ac Episcopi Rapotensis 
peracceptum fuit Summo Pontifici, qui vobis atque clero et 
singulis fidelibus sfeculum tertium decimum Columbae cele- 
))rantibus, gratias agens Apostolicam Benedictionem pera- 
manter impertit. — M. Card Rampolla." 

The following is the translation of the telegram : — 
" To his Eminence Cardinal Logue, 

" Letterkenny. 
" The telegram of your Eminence and of the Bishop of 
Raphoe was most acceptable to the Supreme Pontiff, who, 
while thanking you most lovingly, imparts the ApostoUc 
Benediction to you, the clergy, and all the faithful engaged 
in celebrating the thirteenth centennial anniversary of 
Saint Columba*" 
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